
COURTS
Sentences

PENDLETON — The follow-
ing felony sentences have 
been imposed in Umatilla 
County courts:

•Chisa Lea Leicht, 26, Herm-
iston, pleaded guilty to 
Possession of Metham-
phetamine: sentenced to 18 
months probation, 90 sanc-
tion units, 30 maximum jail 
units, 80 hours community 
service, $500 fine and $1,00 
fine-suspended (conditional 
discharge).

•Brian Scott Straub, 29, Sa-
lem (OSP), was convicted of 
Supplying Contraband: sen-
tenced to 3 years probation, 
120 sanction units, 60 maxi-
mum jail units, $200 fine and 
$800 fine-suspended, plus 
court costs and fees; was 
convicted of Possession of 
Heroin: sentenced to 3 years 
probation, 90 sanction units, 
30 maximum jail units, $200 
fine, $800 fine-suspended 
and 6 months driver’s li-
cense suspension.

•Jerardo Pedro Sital Jr., 20, 
Hermiston, pleaded guilty 
to Assault III: sentenced to 
3 years probation, 180 sanc-
tion units, 90 maximum jail 
units, 100 hours community 
service, $50 fine and $1,500 
fine-suspended, plus restitu-
tion to be determined.

Suits Filed

PENDLETON — The follow-
ing suits have been filed in 
Umatilla County courts (in-
terest, court costs and fees 
not listed):

•Ray Klein Inc. dba Profes-
sional Credit Service vs. 
Brenda L. Walker: seeks 
$3,091.89.

•Ana Lidia Orozco vs. Lamb 
Weston Inc.: seeks $115,000.

•Cavalry SPV I LLC vs. Re-
nae Wise of Helix: seeks 
$4,614.25.

•Quick Collect Inc. vs. Ju-
lieanne and Bernard Lind of 
Umatilla: seeks $404.70.

•Quick Collect Inc. vs. 
Cathine E. Brenaman and 
Gilbert A. Torres of Hermis-
ton: seeks $323.

•LVNV Funding LLC vs. Dru-
cilla R. Califf: seeks $1,049.21.

•Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates LLC vs. Shawna R. 
Scott of Pendleton: seeks 
$2,458.06.

•Portfolio Recovery Associ-
ates LLC vs. Sarah Cook of 
Hermiston: seeks $978.41.

•Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates LLC vs. Marlena M. 
White of Hermiston: seeks 
$1,165.96.

•Portfolio Recovery Associ-
ates LLC vs. Maria Torres of 
Umatilla: seeks $1,462.91.

•Portfolio Recovery Associ-
ates LLC vs. Karina Torres of 
Hermiston: seeks $844.98.

•Cach LLC vs. Daniel M. 
Nance of Umatilla: seeks 
$4,429.97.

•LVNV Funding LLC vs. 
Kristen Thompson of Mil-
ton-Freewater: seeks 
$2,172.31.

•LVNV Funding LLC vs. Taw-
ni Willis of Hermiston: seeks 
$916.31.

•Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates LLC vs. Amanda Or-
tega of Hermiston: seeks 
$6,060.36.

•Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates LLC vs. Michael M. 
Kwong of Pendleton: seeks 
$2,155.35.

•Portfolio Recovery Associ-
ates LLC vs. Nancy Flores of 
Hermiston: seeks $794.58.

•Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates LLC vs. Kasandra L. 
Sandoval of Hermiston: 
seeks $876.99.

•Portfolio Recovery Associ-
ates LLC vs. Leah J. Carver of 
Hermiston: seeks $2,930.95.

•Portfolio Recovery Associ-
ates LLC vs. David H. Casa-
res of Milton-Freewater: 
seeks $940.88.

•Capital One Bank vs. Aimee 
M. Courtright of Pendleton: 
seek s$2,358.02.

•Credits Inc. vs. Misael Tena 
Bazan of Boardman: seeks 
$5,035.09.

•Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates LLC vs. Richard J. 
Seewer of Hermiston: seeks 
$1,403.23.

•Midland Funding LLC 
vs. Dana Hartman: seeks 
$3,257.55.

•Midland Funding LLC 
vs. Angel Sanchez: seeks 
$3,251.95.

Judgments

PENDLETON — The follow-
ing judgments have been 
rendered in Umatilla County 
courts (interest, court costs 
and fees not listed):

•Cavalry SPV I LLC vs. Gua-
dalupe P. Ramirez of Hermis-
ton: judgment for $3,258.45.

•OneMain Financial Groups 
LLC vs. Alexis Almonte of 
Hermiston: judgment for 
$1,069.71.

•Credits Inc. vs. Tasha and 
Troy Bleyenberg of Hermis-
ton: judgment for $578.11.

•Credits Inc. vs. Bradly R. 
and Brooke Ward of Pendle-
ton: judgment for $2,378.25.

•United Finance Co. vs. Thad 
Creger of Pendleton: judg-
ment for $2,873.79.

•Credits Inc. vs. Stacey Hinz 
of Hermiston: judgment for 
$953.44.

•Credits Inc. vs. Raymond 
and Jessica Aguilar of Herm-
iston: judgment for $531.95.

•Credits Inc. vs. Julie King 
(Doolittle) and Matthew King 
of Pendleton: judgment for 
$783.60.

•Credits Inc. vs. Laura Stef-
fen (fka Aguilera) of Pendle-
ton: judgment for $9,939.91.

•Credits Inc. vs. Daisy Palo-
mino of Umatilla: judgment 
for $741.61.

•Credits Inc. vs. Irving Ma-
cias of Umatilla: judgment 
for $4,746.59.

•Credits Inc. vs. Ashley and 
William McAdams of Uma-
tilla: judgment for $1,369.18.

•Credits Inc. vs. Deborah 
L. and Jason Fitzpatrick 
of Stanfield: judgment for 
$1,716.23.

•Midland Funding LLC vs. 

Audrey Durfey of Ukiah: 
judgment for $4,885.67.

•Nationwide Recovery Ser-
vice vs. Brenda Barker 
of Weston: judgment for 
$3,978.65.

•Nationwide Recovery Ser-
vice vs. David S. Armstrong 
of Pendleton: judgment for 
$6,451.63.

Divorces

PENDLETON — Divorce de-
crees were signed in Umatil-
la County Courts for:

Shawn Eugene Elwood of 
Hermiston and Jessamen 
Myshel Elwood of Umatilla; 
Shelly Rea Peldo and Robert 
Paul Peldo of Milton-Freewa-
ter.

Marriages

PENDLETON — Marriage li-
censes have been registered 
in Umatilla County for:

Robert Ray Grindstaff, 45, 
and Christina Jean Maddox, 
43, both of Hermiston.

Cecil Dean Guardipee, 33, 
and Rebecca Faith Tall-
whiteman, 26, both of Pend-
leton.

Tyler Doyle Church, 28, and 
Kara Michelle Nichols, 27, 
both of Hermiston.

Jason Christopher Baron, 44, 
and Elizabeth Marie Fouts, 
27, both of Hermiston.

Zachory Donald Jordan, 26, 
and Alyssa Louise Riedel, 22, 
both of Milton-Freewater.
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Warrants on the above persons were active at the time the list 

was created, however wanted status is subject to change at any-

time. If whereabouts are known, please report immediately to 

law enforcement by calling our 24 hours dispatch center at 541-

966-3651 or by calling 911 if an emergency.

James Lee Allen
Age: 55 Sex: M
Charge: Failure to Appear (FTA): Disor-
derly conduct
Bail: $2,500l
Last known location: Irrigon, OR

Prycilla Maryana Almaguer
Age: 20 Sex: F
Charge: Probation Violation (PV): Crimi-
nal trespass
Bail: No bail
Last known location: Hermiston, OR

Arnoldo Angel Almonte
Age: 37 Sex: M
Charge: PV: Menacing, harassment
Bail: No bail
Last known location: Stanfield, OR

Sherri Ellen Clark
Age:  59 Sex: F
Charge: PV: Harassment
Bail: No bail
Last known location: Walla Walla, WA

Noah David Farris
Age: 19 Sex: M
Charge: PV: Assault
Bail: No bail
Last known location: Athena, OR

Thomas Theodore Foreman
Age: 63 Sex: M
Charge: PV: Violation of commercial fish-
ing laws
Bail: $10,000
Last known location: Wapato, WA

Terrence Lamond Johnson
Age:  45 Sex: M
Charge: Reckless driving
Bail: $30,000
Last known location: Spokane, WA

Richard Forrest Oakes
Age: 33 Sex: M
Charge: PV: Harassment
Bail: No bail
Last known location: Milton-Freewater, 
OR

Oscar T. Queahpama
Age: 36 Sex: M
Charge: PV: DUII
Bail: No bail
Last known location: Warm Springs, OR

Scott John Rowse
Age: 55 Sex: M
Charge: DUII, reckless driving, disorderly 
conduct
Bail: $250,000
Last known location: Kennewick, WA
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By MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — Mars has a nasty 
habit of living up to its 
mythological name and best-
ing Earth when it comes to 
accepting visitors.

NASA’s InSight is the lat-
est spacecraft to come call-
ing, with every intent of 
landing and digging deeper 
into the planet than any-
thing that’s come before. 
The lander arrives at Mars 
on Monday following a six-
month journey.

“We’ve had a number 
of successful landings in 
a row now. But you never 
know what Mars will throw 
at you,” said Rob Grover, 
lead engineer for the landing 
team at NASA’s Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory.

Landing on Mars is 
always risky, Grover and 
other experts stress at every 
opportunity.

“Our job on the landing 
team is to be paranoid about 
what could go wrong and 
make sure that we’re doing 
everything we can to make 
sure things go right,” he said,

The numbers back him 
up. Only about 40 percent 
of all missions to Mars — 
named after the Roman god 
of war — have succeeded.

“Going to Mars is really, 
really hard,” NASA’s top 
science mission official, 
Thomas Zurbuchen, told 
reporters earlier this week. 
“As humanity, the explorers 
all over the world, we’re bat-
ting about 50 percent — or 
less.”

The United States is the 
only country to success-
fully operate a spacecraft on 
the Martian surface. InSight 
represents NASA’s ninth 
attempt to put a spacecraft 
on Mars; only one effort 
failed.

The last one — NASA’s 

Curiosity rover — is still on 
the move after six years, with 
more than 12 miles on its 
odometer. The space agen-
cy’s older, smaller Oppor-
tunity was roaming around 
up there until June, when a 
global dust storm knocked it 
out of service. Flight control-
lers haven’t given up hope 
yet that it will be revived.

Humanity’s nearly 
60-year history of try-
ing to get to Mars includes 
attempts to fly past the red 
planet for picture-taking 
without stopping, as well as 
the vastly more complicated 
efforts to put spacecraft into 
orbit around the red planet 
and to actually land.

NASA’s Mariner 4 per-
formed the first success-
fully flyby of the red planet 
in 1965, sending back 21 
photos.

Mariner 9 made it into 
orbit around Mars and 
beamed back more than 
7,000 photos.

And NASA’s Vikings 1 
and 2 not only put space-
craft into orbit around Mars 
in 1976, but on the surface, 
too. The twin Vikings were 
the first successful landers 
on Mars from planet Earth.

The 1990s weren’t as kind 
for NASA. A humiliating 
English-metric conversion 
screw-up doomed the Mars 
Observer in 1993. Another 
U.S. orbiter later was lost, 
as well as a lander and two 
accompanying probes meant 
to penetrate the surface.

Despite decades of trying, 
Russia, in particular, has had 
lousy luck at Mars.

The then-Soviet Union 
was the first to attempt a 
flyby of Mars, in 1960. The 
spacecraft never reached 
Earth orbit. After more 
launch failures and flight 
mishaps, the Soviets finally 
got a pair of spacecraft into 
Mars orbit in 1971 and 
got back real data. But the 
companion landers were a 

total bust.
And so it’s gone for the 

Soviets/Russians through 
their most recent attempt 
with China in 2011. The 
daunting goal was to land a 
spacecraft on Mars’ moon 
Phobos to collect and return 
samples, and to put a second 
spacecraft into orbit around 
Mars. Neither made it out of 
Earth orbit.

Europe also has been 
snake-bitten at Mars, as has 
Japan.

While the European 
Space Agency has satel-
lites working around Mars, 
both of its landing attempts 
have flopped. Just two years 
ago, its lander hit the sur-
face so fast, it dug out a cra-
ter. Japan’s sole Mars space-
craft, launched in 1998, 
didn’t make it into orbit.

India, meanwhile, has 
been operating a satellite 
around Mars for four years, 
its first and only shot at the 
red planet.

Named for Roman god of war, 
Mars isn’t very kind to visitors

NASA/JPL-Caltech via AP

This composite image made from a series of June 15 photos shows a self-portrait of 
NASA’s Curiosity Mars rover in the Gale Crater. The rover’s arm, which held the cam-
era, was positioned out of each of the dozens of shots which make up the mosaic. A 
dust storm has reduced sunlight and visibility at the rover’s location.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Whatever happened to 
trying to impeach President 
Donald Trump?

As House Democrats 
begin laying out the vision 
for their new majority, that 
item is noticeably miss-
ing from the to-do list and 
firmly on the margins.

The agenda for now 
includes spending on pub-
lic works projects, lower-
ing health care costs and 
increasing oversight of the 
administration.

It’s the balance that 
Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi is trying to strike in 
the new Congress between 
those on her party’s left 
flank who are eager to con-
front the president, and 
her instinct to prioritize 
the kitchen-table promises 
that Democrats made to 
voters who elected them to 
office.

“We shouldn’t impeach 
the president for political 
reasons and we shouldn’t 
not impeach the presi-
dent for political reasons,” 
Pelosi recently told The 
Associated Press.

The California law-
maker, who hopes to 
lead Democrats as House 
speaker come January, calls 
impeachment a “divisive 
activity” that needs to be 
approached with bipartisan-
ship. “If the case is there, 
then that should be self-ev-
ident to Democrats and 
Republicans,” she said.

Those pressing for 
impeachment acknowledge 
they don’t expect action 
on Day One of the new 
majority, but they do want 

to see Democrats start lay-
ing the groundwork for 
proceedings.

“We’re for impeach-
ment. We’re not for get-
sworn-in-on-Jan.-1-and-
start-taking-votes,” said 
Kevin Mack, the lead strat-
egist for billionaire Tom 
Steyer’s Need to Impeach 
campaign. “Our argument 
is the Constitution outlines 
a process to remove a law-
less president.”

In a new ad, Steyer says 
Democrats “just need the 
will” to act. He says he’s 
calling on Americans to 
join the six million who 
have already signed on to 
his group to “give Congress 
the courage to act.”

“The American peo-
ple are tired of being told 
to wait,” Mack said. “Our 
argument to Congress is 
you are a co-equal branch 
of government. It’s time to 
do what is morally correct.”

House Democrats saying 
not so fast on impeachment

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite,

House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
speaks on Nov. 7 during 
a news conference on 
Capitol Hill in Washing-
ton. 

The family of  

Larry Ross  

would like to thank our 
friends, family, church 

members, and community 
for the outpouring of love, 

flowers, meals and monetary 
contributions made in his 

honor. We are overwhelmed 
with the kindness shown  

to us during this time  
of great loss.


