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Searchers in 
California 
wildfire step up 
efforts; 77 dead

CHICO, Calif. (AP) — 
Volunteers in white cover-
alls, hard hats and masks 
poked through ash and 
debris Sunday, search-
ing for the remains of vic-
tims of the devastating 
Northern California wild-
fire before rains forecast 
this week complicate their 
efforts.

While the predicted 
downpours could help 
tamp down blazes that 
have killed 77 people so 
far, they also could wash 
away telltale fragments 
of bone, or turn loose, dry 
ash into a thick paste that 
would frustrate the search.

A team of 10 volunteers 
went from burned house to 
burned house Sunday in 
the devastated town of Par-
adise, accompanied by a 
cadaver dog with a bell on 
its collar that jingled in the 
grim landscape.

The members of the 
team scrutinized the rub-
ble in five-minute sweeps, 
using sticks to move aside 
debris and focused on vehi-
cles, bathtubs and what 
was left of mattresses. 
When no remains were 
found, they spray-painted 
a large, orange “0’’ near 
the house.

Up to 400 people were 
involved in the overall 
search and recovery effort. 
Robert Panak, a volunteer 
on a different team from 
Napa County, spent the 
morning searching homes, 
but didn’t find any remains.

By ROBERT BURNS

AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump has 
ignited a firestorm of criti-
cism and charges that he is 
politicizing the military by 
faulting a war hero for not 
capturing al-Qaida leader 
Osama bin Laden sooner.

Trump took shots at 
retired Adm. William 
McRaven in a Fox News 
interview Sunday in which 
he also asserted that the for-
mer Navy SEAL and former 
commander of U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command 
was a “backer” of Trump’s 
2016 rival, Hillary Clinton, 
and supporter of President 
Barack Obama.

“Disgusting,” the George 
W. Bush administration’s 
White House counterterror-
ism adviser, Fran Townsend, 
wrote Monday on Twitter.

Leon Panetta, who was 
CIA director during the bin 
Laden raid and later served 
as secretary of defense, said 
Trump owed an apology to 
McRaven and to all of those 
in the military and intelli-
gence agencies who played 
a role in tracking down bin 
Laden and carrying out the 
risky raid into Pakistan. 
He called Trump’s remark 
“patently ridiculous.”

“It demonstrates a pro-
found lack of understand-
ing of how our military and 
intelligence agencies oper-
ate and undermines the pres-
ident’s own standing as com-
mander-in-chief,” Panetta 
said in a statement.

The controversy follows 
a pattern of concerns raised 
by former senior military 
officers about Trump’s grasp 
of the military’s role, includ-
ing those who assert that his 
decision to send thousands 

of active-duty troops to the 
U.S.-Mexico border shortly 
before the Nov. 6 midterm 

elections was a political 
stunt.

Trump also drew crit-

icism for his decision not 
to visit Arlington National 
Cemetery on Veterans Day 
last week, following his trip 
to Europe. He said later he 
“should have” visited the 
cemetery but was too busy 
with official business.

McRaven told CNN he 
is a fan both of George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama, 
having served under them. 
“I admire all presidents, 
regardless of their political 
party, who uphold the dig-
nity of the office and who 
use that office to bring the 
nation together in challeng-
ing times,” he said pointedly.

McRaven previously had 
drawn widespread atten-
tion for lambasting Trump 
for repeatedly calling the 
news media the “enemy of 
the people.” McRaven had 
said the president’s words 
were “the greatest threat to 
democracy” in his lifetime. 

When this was raised in the 
Fox News interview, Trump 
lashed out at McRaven, who 
organized and executed the 
bin Laden raid in Pakistan 
in May 2011 as head of the 
secretive Joint Special Oper-
ation Command.

“Wouldn’t it have been 
nice if we got Osama bin 
Laden a lot sooner than that, 
wouldn’t it have been nice?” 
Trump said.

Asked whether military 
leaders were not due credit 
for having killed the al-Qa-
ida leader, Trump said, 
“They took him down but 
— look, look, there’s news 
right there, he lived in Paki-
stan, we’re supporting Paki-
stan, we’re giving them $1.3 
billion a year, which we 
don’t give them anymore, by 
the way, I ended it because 
they don’t do anything for 
us, they don’t do a damn 
thing for us.”

Trump sets off storm by criticizing retired Navy admiral

MALIBU, Calif. (AP) 
— The tally of structures 
destroyed by the huge wild-
fire that swept through 
Southern California commu-
nities increased to 1,500 on 
Monday, fire officials said.

With 95 percent of the 
burn assessment completed, 
the count also showed 341 
structures damaged.

The fire erupted Nov. 
8 and powerful Santa Ana 
winds pushed it through sub-
urbs and wilderness parkland 
in Los Angeles and Ventura 
counties, forcing thousands 
of people to flee. 

Three people were found 
dead in the aftermath. They 
remained unidentified.

The final major flare-
ups occurred last week on 
the western end of the fire 
in the Santa Monica Moun-
tains. Since then, firefighters 
have been mopping up and 
patrolling the 151-square-
mile burn area. 

Containment lines were 
complete around 94 percent 
of the fire zone and full con-

tainment was expected by 
Thanksgiving. 

Restoration of power 
and other utilities continued 
along with repopulation of 

evacuated areas. The latest 
areas to be reopened included 
Broad Beach, a long stretch 
of multimillion-dollar homes 
on the Malibu shoreline.

Authorities issued an 
interactive map to help res-
idents determine whether 
their property is no longer 
under evacuation orders or 
whether it remained unsafe 
to enter.

The National Weather 
Service predicted South-
ern California will have rain 
Wednesday into Thursday, 
bringing the possibility of 
mud and rock slides from 
burn scars. 

In October, before the 
Woolsey Fire and the cata-
strophic  Camp Fire in the 
Sierra Nevada foothills, the 
state Department of Water 
Resources estimated more 
than 7 million Californians 
were at risk of flooding 
and mudslides due to vast 
areas of land scorched by 
wildfires.

On Jan. 9, a downpour 
unleashed a massive debris 
flow from a vast fire scar 
through the Santa Barbara 
County community of Mon-
tecito, killing 21 people and 
leaving two missing.

Structure losses in Southern California fire rise to 1,500

AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File

This Nov. 10 file photo shows a table and chairs out-
side one of at least 20 homes destroyed by the Wool-
sey fire on Wandermere Drive in the Point Dume area 
of Malibu, Calif. The number of structures destroyed by 
a huge Southern California wildfire has risen to 1,500. 
Another 341 structures were damaged as of a Monday 
count. As firefighters mop up, repair and restoration 
of utilities is continuing along with repopulation of ar-
eas evacuated when winds spread the fire earlier this 
month. Forecasters predict rain in the area by mid-
week.

AP Photo/Eric Gay, File

In this Aug. 21, 2014, file photo, Navy Adm. William 
McRaven addresses the Texas Board of Regents in Aus-
tin, Texas. President Donald Trump is drawing heavy 
criticism for faulting a war hero for not capturing 
al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden sooner. Trump took 
shots at the now-retired McRaven in a Fox News inter-
view Sunday in which he also asserted that the former 
Navy SEAL was a “backer” of Trump’s 2016 rival, Hillary 
Clinton.
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