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Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
— Flawed decision-making 
and poor contract manage-
ment contributed to billions 
in cost overruns and years of 
delays in the as-yet unbuilt 
California’s high-speed rail 
line between Los Angeles and 
San Francisco, state auditors 
said Thursday.

The project is now esti-
mated to cost $77 billion and 
is 15 years from completion. 

State auditor Elaine Howle 
faulted the California High-
Speed Rail Authority for 
starting limited construction 
in 2013 before it completed 
critical tasks like buying land, 
relocating utilities or obtain-
ing agreements from outside 
groups including local gov-
ernments and other railroad 
operators. 

That led to numerous con-
tract changes, project delays, 
and overruns that have led 
to a nearly doubling of the 
original cost estimate of $40 
billion.

The audit cited more 

than $2 billion in current or 
expected contract changes 
on three active Central Valley 
projects that originally were 
expected to cost about $3 bil-
lion. Meanwhile, delays have 
pushed back completion esti-
mates on those projects from 
this year to 2022.

Republican Assembly-
man Jim Patterson of Fresno 
sought the audit with Demo-
cratic Sen. Jim Beall of San 
Jose. 

“Insurmountable funding 
shortfalls, continued misman-
agement and hugely flawed 
assumptions mean this proj-
ect is dead in the water,” Pat-
terson said. “There will never 
be a completed track from the 
Bay Area to Los Angeles. ... 
The best we can hope for is a 
rump railroad running from 
Bakersfield to Madera.”

The project, backed 
by then-Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and 
approved by voters in 2008, 
has been the subject on many 
lawsuits and strident oppo-
sition from Republicans and 
some Democrats, who see it 
as an unnecessary money pit. 

But Gov. Jerry Brown has 
been steadfast with his sup-
port even as costs ballooned 
and the completion estimate 
drifted past the 2029 target. 

Governor-elect Gavin 
Newsom, a fellow Demo-
crat, was strongly for it in 
2008, turned lukewarm later 
as costs rose and now says he 
supports it but is concerned 

there’s no plan in place to pay 
for the increased cost.

The audit criticized the 
project’s convoluted man-
agement system in which 56 
people manage hundreds of 
contracts worth more than 
$5 billion, yet just three con-
tract managers have that role 
full time and there is high 
turnover and little oversight 

of the others.
Many of the others are 

outside consultants who 
“may not have the best inter-
ests of the state as their pri-
mary motivation,” auditors 
said, noting that the author-
ity often “relied on the con-
tractors’ own estimates and 
projections of the associated 
costs and delays.”

It recommended hiring 
full-time, experienced state 
employees to manage the 
contracts.

Authority board member 
Mike Rossi said it accepts 
auditors’ recommendations, 
which he said are similar to 
problems the board already 
identified. He said in a state-
ment that the authority “is 
making great progress.” The 
challenge, he said, has been to 
improve while construction is 
already underway on projects 
delayed by funding restric-
tions and lawsuits.

Board members knew the 
risks of starting construc-
tion before planning was 
completed but had to move 
quickly to gain federal fund-
ing, he said. 

The authority now risks 
having to repay $3.5 billion 
in federal funds if it doesn’t 
work twice as fast over the 
next four years to meet the 
federal deadline, auditors 
said. The U.S. Department of 
Transportation is separately 
examining the Federal Rail-
road Administration’s over-
sight of that money.

The authority has $28 bil-
lion to complete segments 
in the Central Valley and 
between San Francisco and 
Gilroy, but not enough money 
to connect them or complete 
the rest of the system, audi-
tors said.

To succeed, the proj-
ect needs more money from 
state lawmakers and private 
money to pay for drilling tun-
nels through mountain passes.

If completed, it would be 
the nation’s fastest train, car-
rying people between North-
ern and Southern California 
in less than three hours. Pro-
ponents say the project would 
connect the crowded, afflu-
ent San Francisco Bay Area 
to commuters in the more 
affordable Central Valley.

Audit cites flaws in costly California bullet train project

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
first snowstorm of the sea-
son to hit the New York City 
area brought several inches 
of snow, slowing Thurs-
day’s evening commute to a 
crawl, after contributing to at 
least seven deaths as it swept 
across the country.

From St. Louis to the 
South and into the Northeast, 
snow, freezing rain, and in 
some parts, sleet, made driv-
ing tricky and closed schools 
Thursday. 

In New York City, the 
wet snowfall and wind gusts 
Thursday downed numerous 
tree branches. Police advised 
people to stay indoors and 
avoid the roads. Commuters 
also were advised to avoid the 
Port Authority Bus Terminal, 
which is also used by some 
to travel to New Jersey, due 

to overcrowding. The poor 
weather made it difficult for 
buses to reach the terminal, 
officials said. And a multi-ve-
hicle accident on the George 
Washington Bridge added to 
the traffic nightmare.

There were scattered 
delays on the Long Island 
Rail Road and New Jersey 
Transit reported 30-minute 
delays system wide. Flight 
delays of up to an hour were 
reported at JFK, LaGuardia 
and Newark airports.

Forecasters said the snow 
should turn to mostly sleet 
and rain  before changing to 
rain overnight.

As much as 8 inches of 
snow blanketed the St. Louis 
area, and forecasters pre-
dicted up to 6 inches in parts 
of southern New England as 
the storm made its way east. 

They also predicted north-
ern New Jersey could see 4 
to 8 inches of snow before 
the system exits the region 
early Friday, while parts of 
suburban Philadelphia had 5 
inches of snow by Thursday 
afternoon. 

Weather officials said the 
overnight trace in Alabama 
missed setting a record for 
earliest snow by about two 
weeks.

In neighboring Missis-
sippi, a tour bus bound for 
a casino overturned, killing 
two people and injuring 44 
others Wednesday afternoon. 
Witnesses said the driver lost 
control after crossing an icy 
overpass and the bus rolled 
over on its driver’s side, 
coming to rest in an inter-
state median, Mississippi 
Highway Patrol spokesman 

Capt. Johnny Poulos said. 
The crash happened about 35 
miles southeast of downtown 
Memphis, Tennessee.

“All of a sudden the bus 
started swerving then it spun 
around two times, hit the rail 
and then flipped over,” bus 
passenger Veronica Love 
told news outlets as she left a 
hospital after the wreck. “The 
second spin, it started pick-
ing up speed. It was, I mean, 
what could you do?”

Later Wednesday night, 
near Little Rock, Arkansas, 
three people were killed in 
separate crashes on icy roads. 
The interstate was closed and 
reopened shortly before day-
break Thursday, but officials 
said traffic was slow-going 
because some drivers had 
fallen asleep.

Officials in Ohio reported 

at least one traffic death 
that was likely weather-re-
lated. Indiana State Police 
also reported a death early 
Thursday, which they said 
was caused by a 60-year-old 
woman driving too fast on a 
slick road.

In Philadelphia, a mete-
orologist told the Allentown 
Morning Call that this storm 
is “an overperformer.” By 3 
p.m. Thursday, parts of sub-
urban Philadelphia had 5 
inches of snow. The freez-
ing rain turned to ice on 
roads around the state, lead-
ing to a number of crashes 
and reports of cars sliding off 
roads. 

In North Carolina, the 
National Park Service closed 
a portion of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway to traffic Thursday 
because of dangerous road 

conditions stemming from 
snow, sleet and freezing rain, 
the Asheville Citizen Times 
reported.

Schools closed or sent stu-
dents home early across the 
lower Great Lakes and the 
Northeast, including at the 
University of Connecticut 
where classes were canceled 
in the afternoon.  

In Virginia, the planned 
launch early Thursday of an 
unmanned cargo rocket to the 
International Space Station 
had to be rescheduled by one 
day because of the weather, 
NASA said. The unmanned 
Cygnus cargo craft is now 
scheduled to lift off early Fri-
day from Wallops Island on 
the Eastern Shore carrying 
supplies and research mate-
rials for the astronauts at the 
space station.

Snowstorm slows evening commute in New York City

AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, file

This Feb. 26, 2015 file photo, shows a full-scale mock-
up of a high-speed train, displayed at the Capitol in 
Sacramento, Calif. An audit released by the State Au-
ditor on Thursday faults the High-Speed Rail Authority 
for starting construction of the project before it com-
pleted critical planning for what has grown to be a $77 
billion bullet train.
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PBS NewsHoTr (N) Performances A new U.K. production of the long-
running musical about the von Trapp Family Singers.
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C
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A&E C2 Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD /:05 Live PD Live PD (L)

AMC 60 Movie <+++ Batman (‘89, Act) Jack Nicholson, Michael Keaton. <+++ The Dark Knight (‘08, Act) Heath Ledger, Christian Bale. <++ Escape Plan (‘13, Act) Sylvester Stallone. :35 <++ Under Siege (‘92, Act) Steven Seagal. 

ANPL 24 Dr. Dee: Alaska R. MoTntain Vet Pit BTll Parolees Pit BTll Parolees Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked Unf. (N) Tanked! (N) Scaled (N) Tanked! 

CMT 43 Home I. Home I. Home I. Home I. Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man <++ Days of ThTnder (‘90, Spt) Tom Cruise. <++ Days of ThTnder (‘90, Spt) Tom Cruise. <++ Risky BTsiness (‘83, Com) Tom Cruise. 

CNBC 72 Closing Bell Money Options Mad Money Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Paid Paid 

CNN 68 CNN Newsroom The Lead The SitTation The SitTation OTtFront A. Cooper 360 CTomo CNN Tonight CNN Tonight A. Cooper 360 CTomo CNN Tonight 

DISC C1 Airplane Repo Airplane Repo Airplane Repo Airplane Repo Master of Arms Master of Arms Gold RTsh Gold RTsh Gold RTsh (N) Gold RTsh (N) Arms (N) Master/ Arms (N) 

DISN 26 Mickey M. DTckTal. DTckTal. BigCity Raven's. Raven's. Raven's. < Alvin & the ChipmTnks:... BTnk'd BTnk'd BTnk'd Andi M. Andi M. Andi M. CoopCmi Raven's. Raven's. CoopCmi Andi M. CoopCmi Raven's. 

ESPN 33 NBA: The JTmp (L) H.Noon Highly? Horn (N) InterrTpt SportsCenter (N) NBA Basketball Toronto vs Boston (L) NBA Basketball Chicago vs Milwaukee (L) Boxing Top Rank SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) 

ESPN2 34 Basket. C. Football (L) NCAA Basketball 2K Classic (L) NCAA Basketball 2K Classic (L) NCAA Football Memphis vs SMU (L) SportsCenter (N) ESPN FC EarnEvry NBA Basketball 

FNC 66 Shepard Smith YoTr World The Five Special Report The Story TTcker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle Fox News The Five Hannity Ingraham Angle 

FOOD 61 Giada Barefoot Pioneer Pioneer Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners, Drive-Ins Diners Diners Diners, Drive-Ins Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 

FREE 32 The Boat The Boat Middle Middle Middle Middle Middle Middle <++ Deck the Halls Danny de Vito. <+++ Mrs. DoTbtfire (‘93, Com) Robin Williams. <++++ Toy Story Tom Hanks. The 700 ClTb 

FX 6C Mother Mother Mother Mother Mike&M. Mike&M. < CloTdy With a Chance of Meatb... < TTrbo (‘13, Ani) Ryan Reynolds. <++ The Secret Life of Pets <++ The Secret Life of Pets <++ Spider-Man 

GOLF 88 PGA Golf The RSM Classic (L) LPGA Golf Tour Championship Site: Tiburon Golf Club Golf C. APGA Golf Australian Open Round 3 Site: The Lakes Golf Club -- Sydney, Australia (L) PGA Golf The RSM Classic

GSN 76 The Chase Caroline FeTd Am.Says Am.Says FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd CashCb CashCb FeTd FeTd Am.Says Reaction Idiotest Idiotest 

HALL 87 Home and Family Tori Anderson < Love YoT Like Christmas < A Crown for Christmas < The Sweetest Christmas < It's Christmas, Eve LeAnn Rimes. < Switched for Christmas

HGTV 62 Fixer Upper Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Hit P. H.HTnt HoTse H.HTnt 

HIST C0 Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens: Declassified "Alien Influences" :05 Ancient Aliens 

LIFE 29 < Heaven Sent Christian Kane. < All AboTt Christmas Eve < Christmas in the City John Prescott. < Wish Upon a Christmas < Christmas in Mississippi (‘17, Rom) :05 < The Flight Before Christmas 

NICK 27 PAW (N) BTtterb PAW PAW PAW PAW Sponge Sponge Sponge Sponge LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. Lip Sync LoTd H. < Hotel Transylvania Adam Sandler. Friends Friends Friends Friends 

ROOT 37 Paid Paid The Dan Patrick Show (N) NCAA Basketball (L) Rodeo NCAA Hockey Miami at Colorado College (L) Football Fantasy Football NCAA Football 

SPIKE 42 Bar RescTe 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men Mom Mom Mom Mom Mom <++ The Wedding Singer Adam Sandler. Mixed Martial Arts Bellator 209 (L) :15 < The Wedd... 

SYFY 67 < The BFG (‘16, Adv) Mark Rylance. <+++ Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire Daniel Radcliffe. <+++ Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix Z Nation (N) Van Helsing (N) Z Nation 

TBS C9 Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Fam.GTy Fam.GTy BobBTrg. BobBTrg. <++ Batman v STperman: Dawn of JTstice Ben Affleck. ELeagTe (N) 

TCM C6 Movie <+++ Kismet Marlene Dietrich. <+++ Rancho NotorioTs :15 MGM Parade < TroTble Brewing :45 < Let George Do It :15 < Keep YoTr Seats, P... :45 < No Limit :15 <++ Sisters 

TLC 49 Say Yes Say Yes L.I. MediTm L.I. MediTm Gypsy Wedd Gypsy Wedd FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings Fiancé "I Know What You Did" (N) To Be AnnoTnced To Be AnnoTnced 

TNT C7 STper. "Road Kill" STper. "Heart" Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones <+++ STlly (‘16, Dra) Tom Hanks. <+ Act of Valor Alex Veadov. 

UNI 21 Notic. Vecinos LIKE, La Leyenda Como dice dicho Gordo y flaca "Edicion Latin Grammy" Primer impacto P. LTche Notic. Rosa GTadalTpe JesTs Mi Marido Tiene Amar a MTerte Impacto Noticie. 

USA C8 SVU "Secrets" SVU "Victims" SVU "Paranoia" SVU "Countdown" SVU "Runaway" SVU "Folly" Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU SVU "Info Wars" Modern Modern Modern Modern 

WE 118 Law:CI "Renewal" Law:CI "Amends" Law:CI "Seeds" C.Minds "Lucky" Criminal Minds Boot Camp: Reali RealityStars (N) Love After (N) Boot Camp: Reali Mama JTne Bridezillas Love After 

WGN  In Heat of Night BlTe Bloods BlTe Bloods BlTe Bloods <+++ Ocean's Eleven George Clooney. <++ Ocean's Thirteen George Clooney. Married Married Married Married Mother Mother 

P
R

E
M
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HBO C18 <++ Volcano :35 <++ Maze RTnner: The Death CTre < The Price of Everything :40 <++++ DTnkirk Tom Hardy. VICE (N) D.Bivol /:15 < Anchorman: The Le... Bill Maher (N) VICE R. 104 

HBO2 C20 MNichols :45 <++ MTrder by NTmbers :45 <++ The Terminal Tom Hanks. D.Bivol /:10 T. vs P. <+++ Fifty Shades Darker Camping Sally4E AXIOS :35 < Love, Simon Nick Robinson. Movie 

HBO3 C21 < Jennifer's Body :15 Not Done Yet < Pitch Perfect 3 :35 <+++ The MTmmy <+++ Fargo :15 <++ Bridget Jones's Diary < Pitch Perfect 3 :45 <++ Bring It On 

MAX C49 :55 < Why Him? :50 <+++ The Pelican Brief Julia Roberts. :15 <+++ JTpiter Ascending Mila Kunis. :25 < The Silence of the Lambs :25 < ThoroTghbreds Tales ToTr BTs (N) < The Italian Job 

SHOW C78 < Romy & Michele's Hig... <+++ The QTeen :15 <+++ Rain Man (‘88, Dra) Dustin Hoffman. <++ A.I.: Artificial Intelligence < The CTred Ellen Page. (P) :35  Boxing Shobox: The New Generation (L) 

STARZ 621 Movie :40 < The LazarTs Effect :05 OTtlander :05 <++ Scream Neve Campbell. <++ Scream 2 Neve Campbell. <++ Scream 3 Neve Campbell. OTtlander <++ Fantastic FoTr Movie 

STZENC 644 :55 <+++ Coming to America :55 <++ Grown Ups :40 < The Comedian Robert De Niro. :45 <++ DTmb and DTmber :35 <++ BTlletproof <++ Grown Ups :45 <++ Joe Dirt 
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Paid 
Program
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VetsSav.
(2) 

TBA NCAA 
Football 

KGW 8 
Tonight 
Show 

:35  Late Night 
With Seth Meyers 

:35 Last 
Call 

:05  Steve! 1st Look 1st Look 1st Look Paid 
Program

Paid 
Program

Paid 
Program

KGW News at Sunrise Voyager
(2) 
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Projec-
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PBS NewsHour Perform. This Broadway production is recorded in 
2017 and stars Robert Fairchild and Leanne Cope. 
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