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The Big Three and Joey Logano in NASCAR title race

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. —
Kyle Busch, Kevin Harvick
and Martin Truex Jr. sat on
a bench, scrolling through
their phones, oblivious to
their surroundings and the
stakes.

Joey Logano was a room
away, mingling in the back
of a ballroom, grinning ear-
to-ear and totally at ease.

“It’s the Big Three and
me,” Logano shrugged. “I
might be the underdog in the
stats standpoint, but we sure
don’t feel like we are.”

Logano is the outcast,
statistically and socially,
of Sunday’s champion-
ship field. He wasn’t picked
to advance to the Home-
stead-Miami Speedway
finale but he’s part of the
championship party because
he used his bumper to move
Truex out of his way and win
at Martinsville Speedway.

That victory put Logano
in the finale, where the
so-called Big Three were
always supposed to be, and
Logano is seemingly just
along for the ride.

But he doesn’t view it
that way and thinks this
championship might be his
to lose.

“You have to have that
confidence,” Logano said.
“I feel like our team is in a
great spot. We’re ready to
get to Sunday and see what
happens.”

NASCAR shipped the
four title contenders off to
New York City this week
for a full day of promotional
activities, then brought them
together Thursday for the
opening of championship
weekend. They had lunch
together, filmed a segment
on the beach for “The Today
Show,” then previewed the
title race in a posh South
Beach hotel.

It hardly made for a tense
or dramatic lead-in to what
is expected to be the most
competitive championship
race since this playoff for-
mat was launched in 2014.
Harvick won the 2014 title,
Busch grabbed the crown
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In this May 19, 2018, file photo, Joey Logano looks from the garage after practice for the NASCAR All-Star auto
race at Charlotte Motor Speedway in Concord, N.C.

David Pearson, NASCAR’s Silver Fox, dies at 83

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

David Pearson, the
NASCAR pioneer known
as “The Silver Fox” for his
cunning craft and a long-
time rivalry with Richard
Petty, has died. He was §3.

The Wood Brothers
Racing team said Pear-
son died Monday night in
Spartanburg, South Car-
olina, where he was born
and lived most of his life.
Details were not immedi-
ately available.

Pearson was one of
NASCAR’s first super-
stars along with Petty,
Bobby Allison and Cale
Yarborough, and they
raced all over the country
as the cornerstone during
NASCAR’s period of slow
growth beyond a regional
racing series. Pearson was
a three-time Cup cham-

in 2015 and Truex is the
defending series champion.
The trio combined to win 20
of 35 points races this sea-
son, while Logano has two
victories but had the steadi-
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pion, his 105
career victo-
ries trail only
Petty’s 200 on
NASCAR’s all-
time list, and he
was inducted into
the second class
of the NASCAR
Hall of Fame.

Pearson’s
career paralleled Petty’s
and the two combined for
63 finishes in which they
finished first and second
to each other. Pearson won
33 of the battles.

“I have always been
asked who my toughest
competitor in my career
was. The answer has
always been David Pear-
son,” Petty said late Mon-
day night. “David and I
battled each other for wins,
most of the time finish-
ing first or second to each
other. It wasn’t a rivalry,

Pearson

est playoff run.

Asked Thursday if this is
the most competitive four-
driver finale since the for-
mat launched in 2014, it
was Harvick who noted it
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163 Holiday Bazaars

EAGLES BAZAAR
December 1st 9-4pm
Luncheon, Tables $15

(541)969-7783

184 Personals
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Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad!

360 Garage Sales

Clothing, furniture, lots of bikes,
rolls of new carpet, and bins of
knick-knacks. Clothing will be 5
items for $1.00. Furniture priced
as marked and bins of knick-
knacks will be you name the
price.

Sale will be inside if adverse
weather.

500 Harper Road Hermiston.
Saturday November 17
8:30AM - 11:30AM

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470
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but more mutual
respect. David is
a Hall of Fame
driver who made
me better. He
pushed me just as
much as [ pushed
him on the track.
We both became
better for it.”

Pearson beat
Petty in the 1974 Fire-
cracker 500 at Daytona
International ~ Speedway
when Petty was glued to
his bumper on the final
lap. Pearson then let off
the gas slightly as Petty
dropped out of his wake,
Petty pulled up along-
side Pearson and passed
him. With the finish line
in sight, Pearson then used
a slingshot pass out of the
high banked final turn to
zip past Petty and snatch
the victory.

Two years later in the

actually isn’t much differ-
ent than last season when
The Big Three raced against
Logano teammate Brad
Keselowski.

“It’s the same four orga-
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classified ads online at www.easternoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8 a.
hours, leave a voicemail and we’ll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@ eas
East Orego

211 S.E. Byers Ave.
Pendleton, OR97801 H

Daytona 500, Pearson and
Petty collided near the fin-
ish line. Both cars slid into
the grass, Petty was unable
to restart his engine and
Pearson got the win when
he limped his damaged car
across the finish line.

Pearson began on the
short tracks of the Car-
olinas, graduated to
NASCAR in 1960, and his
championships came in
the only three seasons —
1966, 1968 and 1969 — in
which he competed in the
entire NASCAR schedule.

Pearson won titles with
the Cotton Owens and
Holman-Moody  teams,
then moved to Wood
Brothers Racing in the
1970s to form one of the
greatest partnerships in
the series’ history. Pearson
won 11 of 18 races driving
the Woods’ iconic No. 21
Ford in 1973.

nizations from last year,”
Harvick said.

“It just depends on if
Joey is a better driver than
Brad,” Truex added.

“They both run into you a

lot,” Busch continued.

Logano smartly closed
the subject: “It’s best if 1
keep my mouth shut on this
one,” he said.

Indeed, the most inter-
esting thing to emerge from
NASCAR’s championship
preview day was the con-
fusion on how Logano and
Truex plan to race each other
Sunday. Truex had vowed
not to let Logano win the
championship after Logano
moved him out of the way
last month at Martinsville.
Forced to spend the better
part of two days together as
a group, Logano and Truex
at one point apparently dis-
cussed the situation.

Their interpretation of
that conversation now dif-
fers as Truex claims he’d
“absolutely” move Logano
out of his way to win the
championship.

“I have a free pass. He
already told me I could. He
told me he’s fair game. So
here we go,” Truex said.

Logano recalled the talk
differently.

“I didn’t tell him that.
I said ‘Hey, I expect to get
raced the way I race peo-
ple,”” Logano said. “I'm a
hard racer. I expect to get
raced hard. I said it before,
we didn’t crash each other.
I didn’t crash him. Moved
him up enough to have a
drag race. That’s what I
explained to him.”

No matter how it plays
out, the four title contend-
ers expect to control the
race Sunday in a thrilling
push to the winner-take-all
Cup championship. Since
the elimination format was
introduced in 2014, the
champion has won Home-
stead to win the title every
year.

“I think there’s about a
99 percent chance that one
of these guys is going to
win (the race) to win the
championship,” Truex said.
“That’s what you come
down here prepared for as a
group, as a team, as a driver,
and that’s your goal com-
ing here to win, and then
you can guarantee yourself
a championship.”

502 Real Estate 504 Homes for Sale 504 Homes for Sale 504 Homes for Sale

TURN HERE to find your new
home before Interest Rates
hike. Call Kerry 541-377-6855
for prompt courteous service
and Turn into your New Home.
(accessing all listings available
in our area)
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave

Thinking of selling or buying a
home? | am happy to help with
all your real estate needs and |
am available evenings, week-
ends and holidays to accommo-
date your busy schedule. Also
available on short notice. Call
Carolyn Rovier
Ranch-N-Home Realty
541-786-0822

TURN HERE REALTY ---Look
for the big blue arrow on SW
Court and drop by to find all your
Real Estate Needs. Access to
all listings for your convenience.
Free market analysis to list your
home at the right price. Call Ker-
ry 541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave

GET A JOB...
check out the employment
Classifieds today!

$259,000

AWESOME, MOVE IN READY
FAMILY HOME IN
PENDLETON OREGON!

823 NW 5TH STREET

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 2400 SQ
FT RANCH STYLE WITH DAY-
LIGHT BASEMENT. RECENTLY
PAINTED INSIDE AND OUT! All
kinds of updates.

541-969-0401

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

Find the House on your list-
-Speak with Kerry to access
all homes in the area . TURN
HERE at 305 SW Court or call
541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave

RMLS# 18428260 3 B/R 1 BATH
home with bonus room and
family room. Needs some TLC.
REDUCED PRICE. $106,500.00
Call Cathy for more info (541)
215-0103.
Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

[ ITSWORTHIT! GETACLASSAD! |

Current MLS listings include
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions. Call Matt Vogler, “The
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.
John J. Howard & Assoc.
541.377.9470

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY
NEW YEAR as we find the New
Home for you. Call Turn Here
Realty at 541-377-6855 and
connect to ALL properties with
ONE reliable Realtor.
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave

$219,000- The conveniences of
condo living await! Highly desir-
able North Hill corner unit w/in-
credible views everywhere you
look! #18277028 Molly Webb
541-969-4188.
Coldwell Banker &
Associates
541-276-0021

|WHY WAIT! GET YOUR CLASS AD NOW! |
HOMES SELL FAST IN CLASSIFIEDS!
EAST OREGONIAN

CLASSIFIEDS

PROPERTY WANTED! | have
clients who want property in
Pilot Rock, Athena, Helix and
Weston. If you want to list and
sell your property fast contact
Kimee Haguewood, Oregon
Broker.
Keller Williams Realty-PDX
541-377-1700

$264,000- RMLS #18081947
New Listing 4 b/r 1 3/4 bath
North  Hill. Freshly painted,
beautiful hardwood floors just
refinished. Great family home.
Call Shane for more info (541)
379-7802.
Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

| Something for everyone in the Classifieds |

WHATEVER YOU ARE
looking for, don’t buy until you've
checked the Classifieds!

501 Open Houses 501 Open Houses

Looking for a new place to
live? The classified ads offer
a complete section of homes,
apartments, and mobile
homes to fit your needs.
Check daily for new listings!
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80961 COONEY LANE, HERMISTON,

COUNTRY PROPERTY!5.75 acres with 2061 sf(m/l),3
bed, 2 bath home. Detached 2 car garage. Well
and septic. Jerry Baker 541 969-6378cell. #18013498

OR
/™

$280,000

Broker

DLDWELL
BANKER O

WHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

37 SE Dorion Ave
541-276-0021

www.coldwellbankerwhitney.com




