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AP Photo/Timothy J. Gonzalez, File
Left: Oregon State running back Jermar Jefferson (22) scores a touchdown against Washington State during an NCAA college football
game in Corvallis on Oct. 6. Right: Oregon running back CJ Verdell (34) celebrates after scoring the winning touchdown in overtime to
beat Washington 30-27 in an NCAA college football game in Eugene on Oct. 13.The two running backs are making a case for Freshman
of the Year honors.
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Pac-12 Freshman of the Year?
Look to the Pacific Northwest

By ANNE M. PETERSON
AP Sports Writer

The Pacific Northwest appears
to be leading the way in the Pac-12
for freshmen running backs who
are having an impact.

A trio of talented backs, Oregon
State’s Jermar Jefferson, Oregon’s
CJ Verdell and Washington State’s
Max Borghi, are all taking on nota-
ble roles on their offenses as either
true or redshirt freshmen.

Meanwhile, Arizona  State
seems to have cornered the mar-
ket on freshman defenders. And

there’s USC’s  still-could-be-
in-high-school  quarterback JT
Daniels.

Among the Pac-12 freshmen
making a mark this season:

Jermar Jefferson, Oregon State:
Jefferson has rushed for 1,092
yards and 12 touchdowns this year.
He’s had five games with 100-
plus yards rushing. But his prog-
ress was slowed a bit by injury that
kept him sidelined for most of the
Beavers’ game against California,
and USC was able to hold him to
58 yards rushing last weekend.

He ranks seventh in the nation
for rushing yards, averaging 121.3

per game.

CJ Verdell, Oregon: Verdell
leads the Ducks with 690 yards
rushing with five touchdowns. He’s
notable as the Ducks look to rees-
tablish their running game: In the
team’s loss to Washington State,
the Ducks rushed for just 58 yards,
then in the loss to Arizona they
managed just 84. The team vowed
to be more physical up front before
last Saturday’s 42-21 victory over
UCLA, where they ran for 200.

“We made a decision,” coach
Mario Cristobal said. “The guys,
we talked about it and it was about
enough is enough; we are going to
put our foot on the ground and we
are going to recommit ourselves
to being the physical team that we
started the season as.”

Verdell is averaging 76.67 yards
a game, fifth among freshmen
nationally. He rushed for 100-plus
yards in his first three conference
games.

Max Borghi, Washington State:
As usual in Mike Leach’s Air
Raid offense, the Cougars’ run-
ning backs often do some catching,
too, and Borghi is no exception.
He has 245 rushing yards for six
touchdowns, along with 31 catches

for 204 yards receiving and three
touchdowns. His nine total touch-
downs rank seventh in the Pac-
12. He also has forced 10 missed
tackles.

Landing Borghi was some-
thing of a coup for the Cougars
because of a late recruiting push
by Stanford.

JT Daniels, USC: The future
looks bright for the Trojans’ true
freshman quarterback, even if
he’s had to go through some chal-
lenges his rookie year. Daniels has
thrown for 1,806 yards with nine
touchdowns and seven intercep-
tions. Just 18, he left high school
a year early to enroll at USC and
become just the second true fresh-
man to start in the opener for the
Trojans at quarterback, joining
Matt Barkley.

He missed a game because of a
concussion but returned last week-
end in a 38-21 victory over Oregon
State, throwing for 177 yards and a
touchdown.

Jevon Holland, Oregon: The
true freshman safety sits atop the
Pac-12 with four interceptions
this season. He’s tied for fourth in
the nation and tied for first among
freshman. He had two intercep-

tions against Cal. Holland also had
an interception in the end zone last
weekend against UCLA.

Following the victory over the
Bruins, teammate Thomas Gra-
ham Jr. crashed the postgame news
conference to ask Holland how it
felt to lead the team in intercep-
tions. “It feels good. I’ve got some
bragging rights,” Holland replied
before adding with a laugh: “I may
need a ride home; don’t leave.”

Merlin  Robertson, Arizona
State: The 6-foot-3, 235-pound
linebacker was named Pac-12
defensive Player of the Week fol-
lowing Arizona State’s 38-20
upset against then-No. 16 Utah
last weekend. Robertson had nine
tackles, one for loss, and had his
first career interception. Robert-
son leads the nation among fresh-
men this season with 27 defensive
stops.

Arizona State’s defense also
features a pair of other talented
true freshmen, linebacker Darien
Butler and defensive back Aas-
hari Crosswell. Crosswell also had
an interception against the Utes.
Coach Herm Edwards said the
guys are nicknamed the fabulous
freshmen.

MLS PLAYOFFS
Marshall out
for 2nd leg of
conference
semifinals

By TIM BOOTH
AP Sports Writer

TUKWILA, Wash. — Star
Seattle Sounders defender
Chad Marshall will miss the
second leg of the MLS West-
ern  Conference semifinals
because of knee surgery.

The center back was having
surgery Tuesday to repair car-
tilage in his right knee, coach
Brian Schmetzer said. There
was no word on how long the
anchor of Seattle’s defense
will be out.

Marshall was hurt during
Seattle’s 2-1 loss to Portland
in the first leg Sunday and was
replaced in the 40th minute.

Marshall is a finalist for
MLS defender of the year
along with Aaron Long of
the New York Red Bulls and
Atlanta’s Michael Parkhurst.
Marshall has won the award
three times.

Roman Torres replaced Mar-
shall when he was injured and
is expected to start in his place
Thursday night. He’ll be paired
in defense with Kim Kee-hee,
knowing Seattle must push for
goals while also trying to con-
tain Portland’s counterattack.

“Certainly, that pairing
hasn’t played a lot together,
so we’ll do what we can to
get them in sync. But they are
two very talented players,”
Schmetzer said. “Roman was
waiting for his chance and here
it is. He’ll be ready.”

The status of midfielder
Cristian Roldan is unclear after
he strained a hip flexor strain
against the Timbers. Roldan
tried to play through the injury,
but had to be removed in the
31st minute. Roldan assisted
on Seattle’s only goal.

“We’ll see if he can make
it,” Schmetzer said. “He’s a
pretty strong, mentally, kid. ...
That’s probably going to be a
game-time decision.”
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