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By MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Technology Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — 
Carrying signs that included 
a mocking use of the compa-
ny’s original “Don’t be evil” 
motto, thousands of Goo-
gle employees around the 
world briefly walked off the 
job Thursday to protest what 
they said was the tech giant’s 
mishandling of sexual mis-
conduct allegations against 
executives.

From Tokyo, Singapore 
and London to New York, 
Seattle and San Francisco, 
highly paid engineers and 
other workers staged walk-
outs of about an hour, reflect-
ing rising #MeToo-era frus-
tration among women over 
frat-house behavior and other 
misconduct in heavily male 
Silicon Valley.

In Dublin, organizers used 
megaphones to address the 
outdoor crowd of men and 
women, while in other places, 
workers gathered in packed 
conference rooms or lobbies. 
In New York, there appeared 
to be as many men as women 
out in the streets, while in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
men outnumbered women by 
perhaps 6 to 1.

“Time is up on sexual 
harassment!” organizer Vicki 
Tardif Holland shouted, her 
voice hoarse, at a gathering 
of about 300 people in Cam-
bridge. “Time is up on sys-
temic racism. Time is up on 
abuses of power. Enough is 
enough!”

About 1,000 Google work-
ers in San Francisco swarmed 
into a plaza in front of the 
city’s historic Ferry Building, 
chanting, “Women’s rights 
are workers’ rights!” Thou-
sands turned out at Google’s 
Mountain View, California, 
headquarters.

The demonstrations 
reflected a sense among 
some of the 94,000 employ-
ees at Google and its parent 

Alphabet Inc. that the com-
pany isn’t living up to its pro-
fessed ideals, as expressed in 
its “Don’t be evil” slogan and 
its newer injunction in its cor-
porate code of conduct: “Do 
the right thing.”

“We have the eyes of 
many companies looking 
at us,” Google employee 
Tanuja Gupta said in New 
York. “We’ve always been a 
vanguard company, so if we 
don’t lead the way, nobody 
else will.”

The protests unfolded a 
week after The New York 

Times detailed allegations of 
sexual misconduct about the 
creator of Google’s Android 
software, Andy Rubin. 
The newspaper said Rubin 
received a $90 million sev-
erance package in 2014 after 
Google concluded the accu-
sations were credible. Rubin 
has denied the allegations.

The same story also dis-
closed allegations of sex-
ual misconduct against other 
executives, including Rich-
ard DeVaul, a director at the 
Google-affiliated lab that cre-
ated self-driving cars and 
internet-beaming balloons. 
DeVaul had remained at the 

“X’’ lab after the accusations 
surfaced a few years ago, but 
resigned on Tuesday without 
severance, Google said.

In an unsigned statement, 
the Google protesters called 
for an end to forced arbitra-
tion in harassment and dis-
crimination cases, a practice 
that requires employees to 
give up their right to sue and 
often includes confidentiality 
agreements.

Besides being angry about 
what they contend has been 
lenient handling of executives 
who mistreat women, the 
protest organizers demanded 
more aggressive steps for 
gender pay equity and more 
inclusive hiring practices to 
reduce the high concentration 
of white and Asian men in the 
industry’s best-paying pro-
gramming jobs.

Women account for 31 
percent of Google’s employ-
ees worldwide, and it’s lower 
for leadership roles. The 
numbers are similar else-
where in Silicon Valley.

“I have seen friends get 
hurt and have their careers 
destroyed by this, not just 
at Google but everywhere,” 
protester J.J. Wanda, a male 

software engineer, said in 
Mountain View. “We need to 
show that time’s up.”

In a statement, Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai said the 
company is reviewing all the 
“constructive ideas” from 
employees to improve poli-
cies and practices.

Beyond Google, Face-
book has faced criticism over 
pay inequity and discrimi-
nation. The appearance of a 
Facebook executive behind 
Supreme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh during his confir-
mation hearings also caused 
rifts inside the company.

As Thursday dawned, 
organizers had predicted 
about 1,500 employees 
would participate in the walk-
outs, mostly women. But the 
numbers appeared to exceed 
that, based on media accounts 
and images posted on the pro-
test’s Twitter account.

The protests at Google are 
the latest sign that frustrations 
among women are reaching a 
boiling point, said Stepha-
nie Creary, a professor who 
specializes in workplace and 
diversity issues at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s Whar-
ton School.

Google employees leave work 
to protest treatment of women

By RICARDO ALONSO-
ZALDIVAR

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
federal website where con-
sumers can get health insur-
ance under the Affordable 
Care Act was up and run-
ning Thursday after a slow 
start as sign-up season for 
2019 opened days before the 
midterm elections.

During early morn-
ing hours, people access-
ing the site were directed to 
a screen that said work was 
underway. A recording at 
the HealthCare.gov call cen-
ter conveyed a similar mes-
sage. Things seemed to be 
running normally by about 9 
a.m. EDT.

With health care a major 
issue in Tuesday’s elections, 
this sign-up season under 
the Trump administration is 
getting close scrutiny.

In earlier years, techni-
cal problems with the site 
created major headaches 
for the Obama administra-
tion. Some Democrats cited 
HealthCare.gov’s meltdown 
after its 2013 debut as one 
of the reasons they lost con-
trol of the Senate the follow-
ing year.

Since those initial prob-
lems were fixed, the website 
serving people in 39 states 
has worked fairly smoothly, 
first under President Barack 
Obama and now under Don-
ald Trump. The rest of the 
states and the District of 
Columbia run their own 
sign-ups.

A spokesperson for the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services said 
Thursday morning that 
HealthCare.gov was open 
for business.

Before the site went live 
for sign-ups at the start of a 
new coverage year, techni-
cians had to load up details 
on thousands of changes in 

plans and premiums.
“Prior to every open 

enrollment, final prepara-
tions must take place ahead 
of the start of the open 
enrollment period to ensure 
the website runs smoothly 
for consumers,” said a state-
ment from the agency. The 
statement said the agency’s 
commitment had been that 
the site would be ready “in 
the morning.”

The health law’s sixth 
sign-up season began with 
stabilizing premiums and 
more choices for consumers.

Nationally, average pre-
miums are going up only by 
low single-digit percentages 
for 2019. In some states, and 
for some types of plans, pre-
miums will decline. Fewer 
areas will see increases. 
Insurers also are expanding 
their participation.

But Republicans have 
not backed off their pledge 
to fully repeal the health 
law, despite failing to do 
so in Trump’s first year. 
Still, other changes by the 
GOP-run Congress and the 
administration for next year 
may result in fewer people 
signing up.

Congress did get rid of 
the unpopular requirement 
that most people carry health 
insurance or risk fines, start-
ing Jan. 1. The administra-
tion has opened the way for 
insurers to offer alternatives 
to the law’s comprehensive 
coverage, including plans 
that don’t have to cover 
pre-existing conditions.

Democrats have made 
maintaining protections 
for pre-existing conditions 
a major issue in the elec-
tions, forcing Republicans 
on the defensive. They also 
accuse Trump of trying to 
“sabotage” the health law, 
and a core group of former 
Obama administration offi-
cials has kept close tabs on 
sign-up season.

Federal health care 
website gets up and 
running after slow start

AP Photo/Mae Anderson

A Google employee holds a sign reading “Don’t be evil” as employees walked off 
the job on Thursday in New York in a protest against what they said is the tech com-
pany’s mishandling of sexual misconduct allegations against executives. 
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A&E C2 Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD /:05 Live PD Live PD (L)

AMC 60 Movie <+++ The Rock ('96, Act) Nicolas Cage, Sean Connery. <++ Escape Plan ('13, Act) Sylvester Stallone. <+++ Shooter ('07, Act) Michael Peña, Mark Wahlberg. <+++ Shooter ('07, Act) Michael Peña, Mark Wahlberg. 

ANPL 24 Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Big Cat Tales (N) Tanked! (N) Tanked! (N) Tanked! 

CMT 43 Home I. Home I. Home I. Home I. Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man <+++ Walk the Line ('05, Bio) Reese Witherspoon, Joaquin Phoenix. <+++ Walk the Line ('05, Bio) Reese Witherspoon, Joaquin Phoenix. MTsicCty 

CNBC 72 Closing Bell Money Options Mad Money Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Beyond the Tank Beyond the Tank Beyond the Tank Paid Paid 

CNN 68 CNN Newsroom The Lead The SitTation The SitTation OTtFront A. Cooper 360 CTomo CNN Tonight CNN Tonight A. Cooper 360 CTomo CNN Tonight 

DISC C1 BTilders BTilders BTilders BTilders RTsh "Declaration of Independence" Gold RTsh Gold RTsh (N) Gold RTsh: Dirt Gold RTsh (N) Arms (N) Race "Ring of Fire" 

DISN 26 PTppy PTppy BTnk'd BTnk'd DTckTal. BigCity Gravity BTnk'd BTnk'd BTnk'd BTnk'd BTnk'd BTnk'd BTnk'd Andi M. Andi M. Andi M. CoopCmi Raven's. Raven's. CoopCmi Andi M. CoopCmi Raven's. 

ESPN 33 NBA: The JTmp (L) H.Noon Highly? Horn (N) InterrTpt SportsCenter (N) EarnEvry CoTnt NBA Basketball Oklahoma vs Washington (L) NBA Basketball Minnesota vs Golden State (L) BTzzer /:10 SprtC SportsCenter (N) 

ESPN2 34 NFL Live (N) Talk (L) Football Highly? Horn (N) InterrTpt Football NCAA Football Pittsburgh at Virginia Site: Scott Stadium (L) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) EarnEvry InterrTpt NBA Basketball 

FNC 66 Shepard Smith YoTr World The Five Special Report The Story TTcker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle Fox News The Five Hannity Ingraham Angle 

FOOD 61 Barefoot Giada Pioneer Pioneer Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 

FREE 32 The Boat The Boat Middle Middle Middle <++ Christmas With the Kranks :40 < The Nightmare Be... :20 <++++ Inside OTt ('15, Ani) Kaitlyn Dias. <+++ Frozen ('13, Fam) Kristen Bell. The 700 ClTb 

FX 6C <+++ Spectre Mother Mother Mike&M. <+++ Mission: Impossible - RogTe Nation Tom Cruise. < When the BoTgh Breaks Morris Chestnut. <++ FTrioTs 7 (2015, Action) Paul Walker, Jason Statham, Vin Diesel. Movie 

GOLF 88 LPGA Golf Pregame PGA Golf Shriners Hospitals for Children Open (L) Golf C. PGA Golf Shriners Hospitals for Children Open Golf C. LPGA Golf Japan Classic Site: Seta Golf Course (L) Golf 

GSN 76 The Chase Caroline FeTd Am.Says Am.Says FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd FeTd CashCb CashCb FeTd FeTd Am.Says Reaction Idiotest Idiotest 

HALL 87 Home and Family < A Crown for Christmas < A Royal Christmas Stephen Hagan. < Christmas Next Door Jesse Metcalf. < Christmas at Pemberley Manor < With Love, Christmas

HGTV 62 Fixer Upper Life Life Life Life Life Life Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Hit P. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. 

HIST C0 American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers Pickers (N) Watergate (N) :05 Amer. Pickers 

LIFE 29 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy The Closer The Closer Closer "The Life" The Closer :05 The Closer :05 The Closer 

NICK 27 PAW PAW PAW PAW PAW PAW Sponge Sponge Sponge Sponge LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. Lip Sync Dare (N) iCarly Sponge < The SpongeBob SqTarePants M... Friends Friends 

ROOT 37 Paid Paid The Dan Patrick Show (N) NCAA Field Hockey ACC Tournament NCAA Field Hockey ACC Tournament Champions Tennis Legends NHRA Drag Racing

SPIKE 42 Bar RescTe 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men Mom Mom Mom Mom Mom Mom <++ Hancock ('08, Act) Will Smith. <+++ Bad Boys ('95, Act) Will Smith. 

SYFY 67 Z Nation Z Nation <++ Planet of the Apes Mark Wahlberg. <++++ Skyfall ('12, Act) Helen McCrory, Daniel Craig. :55 <+++ Colombiana Zoe Saldana. Z Nation (N) Van Helsing (N) Z Nation 

TBS C9 Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Family GTy Seinfeld Seinfeld <++ The ConjTring 2 ('16, Hor) Vera Farmiga. ELeagTe 

TCM C6 < Brief EncoTnter <+++ Citizen Kane Orson Welles. :15 <++ The Locket Laraine Day. < AdventTres of Robinso... :45 <++++ Fail Safe Henry Fonda. :45 < Home Before Dark Jean Simmons. :15 < Lawnmow... 

TLC 49 Say Yes Say Yes L.I. MediTm L.I. MediTm Unexpected Unexpected FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings Fiancé "Young and Restless" (N) Unexpected (N) Gypsy Wedd 

TNT C7 STpernatTral STpernatTral Bones Bones Bones NCIS:NewOrleans NCIS:NewOrleans NCIS:NewOrleans <++ Step Brothers Will Ferrell. <+++ Old School Luke Wilson. 

UNI 21 Notic. Vecinos LIKE, La Leyenda Como dice dicho El VTelo de la V El gordo y la flaca Primer impacto P. LTche Notic. Rosa GTadalTpe Rosa GTadalTpe Mi Marido Tiene Amar a MTerte Impacto Noticie. 

USA C8 SVU "Wanderlust" SVU "Uncivilized" SVU "Stalked" Law&Order: SVU SVU "Bad Blood" Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU SVU "Intent" Modern Modern Modern Modern 

WE 118 Law:CI "Tru Luv" Law & Order: C.I. Law & Order: C.I. Law & Order: C.I. Law & Order: C.I. Boot Camp: Reali RealityStars (N) :05 Love After (N) :05 RealityStars :05 Mama JTne :05 Bridezillas :05 Love After 

WGN  In Heat of Night BlTe Bloods BlTe Bloods BlTeB. "Framed" <++ The Fast and the FTrioTs < The Fast & the FTrioTs: Tokyo D... Married Married Married Married Married Married Mother Mother 
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HBO C18 Movie :50 < The Layover :20 < Table 19 Anna Kendrick. :55 <++++ DTnkirk :45 Real Sports :45 OTt.BTbble :45 < Fantastic Beasts & Where to Find Them Bill Maher (N) Pod Save (N) 

HBO2 C20 :20 <++ Reign of Fire Christian Bale. :05 <++ Live by Night Ben Affleck. :15 < My Dinner with Hervé :05 < Father FigTres Owen Wilson. Camping < The Post ('17, Bio) Meryl Streep. <++ YoT've Got Mail 

HBO3 C21 <+++ SeabiscTit :20 <++ Barbershop Ice Cube. :05 <++ Battle of the Sexes :10 < Bridget Jones's Diary :50 <+++ The Shape of Water Sally Hawkins. <++ Game Night :45 <++ All AboTt Steve 

MAX C49 Movie <++ Date Night Tina Fey. <+++ Back to the FTtTre <++ The Italian Job Mark Wahlberg. :55 < Assassin's Creed :55 <++ Alien: Covenant (N) ToTrBTs ToTr BTs < Alien: Covena... 

SHOW C78 <++++ Office Christmas Party < Ghost in the Shell <+++ Field of Dreams <++ Meet the Parents Ben Stiller. < Billionaire Boys ClTb (P) Ray Donovan < Baby Driver 

STARZ 621 :05 OTtlander :05 OTtlander OTtlander OTtlander OTtlander :05 OTtlander :05 OTtlander :05 OTtlander :05 OTtlander :05 OTtlander :05 OTtlander :05 < The Social... 

STZENC 644 Movie :35 <++ A Knight's Tale :50 < The Comedian Robert De Niro. :55 <++ Notting Hill ('99, Rom) Hugh Grant. OTtlander :55 OTtlander :15 OTtlander :05 OTtlander :10 < Dear John 
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