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Ionescu and Durr headline AP preseason All-America team

By DOUG FEINBERG
AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK — Sabrina
Ionescu has already broken
records at Oregon and she’s
only starting her junior year.

The NCAA career leader
for triple-doubles headlines
The Associated Press wom-
en’s basketball preseason
All-America team.

Ionescu, who has 10 triple
doubles in her young career,
received 29 votes Thursday
from the 3 1-member national
media panel that selects the
AP Top 25 each week.

“She’s a great competi-
tor who brings it each and
every day,” Oregon coach
Kelly Graves said. “She’s
very consistent in her effort,
has a high basketball IQ and
obviously her skills speak
for themselves. She can pass
it, she can shoot it, she can
handle it. There’s nothing

she really can’t do on a bas-
ketball court. She’ll give us
whatever the team needs in
that specific game. ... She’s
a special player that doesn’t
come along very often.”

Ionescu, who averaged
19.7 points, 7.8 assists and
6.7 rebounds last season, is
joined on the team by Lou-
isville’s Asia Durr, UConn’s
Katie Lou Samuelson, Notre
Dame’s Arike Ogunbowale
and Baylor’s Kalani Brown.

Durr is one of the most
dynamic scorers in college
basketball and the senior has
been a huge part of the rea-
son Louisville has been suc-
cessful the past few years.
She averaged 18.7 points last
season to get the Cardinals to
the Final Four.

“She just loves to be in
the gym. Skill-wise contin-
ued to develop her game
offensively. She’s not just
a 3-point shooter, she can
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In this Friday, March 2, 2018 file photo, Oregon’s Sabri-
na lonescu (20) drives down the court.

shoot the pullup. She gets to
the rim. Able to score in all
3 phases. Also sees the court
extremely well,” Louisville
coach Jeff Walz said. “She’s
a gifted passer. She’s come
a long as we’ve really just
worked on all aspects of her
game. She came in more as a

scorer and now I think she’s
developed a really good all-
around basketball game.”
It’s the second straight
season that Samuelson is
a preseason  All-Ameri-
can. UConn’s leader aver-
aged 17.4 points last season
and shot 53 percent from the

field and nearly 48 percent
on 3-point attempts.

“She’s been an All-Amer-
ican two years in a row,
watching her the last cou-
ple weeks she’s healthier
and improved in so many
ways over the last two sea-
sons and we’re going to need
her to be all that unlike her
freshman, sophomore and
junior year,” UConn coach
Geno Auriemma said. “She
has less experience around
her and we are going to
need her to do more. I don’t
only expect her to be an
All-American again, I expect
her to be the best player in
the country.”

Ogunbowale may be the
most well-known member of
the team after hitting historic
game-winning shots in both
the semifinals and finals of
the NCAA Tournament last
season to lead Notre Dame to
the title. She averaged 20.8

points and 5.4 rebounds for
the Irish as a junior last year.

“I think the biggest jump
in Arike’s game this sum-
mer has been in her leader-
ship,” Notre Dame coach
Muffet McGraw said. “She’s
done a tremendous job with
the freshmen. She’s encour-
aging, she’s really leading.
She’s always led by example,
now she’s doing it vocally.”

Ogunbowale helped the
Irish earn the No. 1 ranking
in the AP’s preseason poll.

Brown has been one of the
most dominant centers in the
country, leading Baylor with
20 points and 10.5 rebounds
last year. The 6-foot-7 star
has had a mid-range jumper
and now says she can even
shoot the 3.

Ionescu, Durr and Sam-
uelson  were first-team
All-Americans last spring,
with Brown and Ogunbow-
ale making the second team.

Top 25 includes four
teams that missed
NCAA field last year

By STEVE MEGARGEE
AP Sports Writer

The preseason rankings
suggest next season’s NCAA
Tournament could feature
plenty of new faces.

The AP Top 25 includes
four teams that failed to reach
last year’s big dance: No. 14
Oregon, No. 18 Mississippi
State, No. 23 LSU and No.
25 Washington. In last year’s
preseason Top 25, the only
ranked team that wasn’t com-
ing off an NCAA Tourna-
ment berth was No. 25 Texas
A&M.

All four of the ranked
teams that missed out on
NCAA Tournament invita-
tions did play in the NIT. Mis-
sissippi State advanced as far
as the NIT semifinals before
losing to eventual champion
Penn State .

“Just to know we made it
that far in the NIT with every-
one coming back, we know
we should have a good run to
make it to the NCAA Tour-
nament this year,” Missis-
sippi State guard Quinndary
Weatherspoon said.

Oregon reached the Final
Four in 2017, and LSU Ilast
made the NCAA Tournament
in 2015, but Mississippi State
and Washington are trying
to end longer droughts. Mis-
sissippi State hasn’t earned a
bid since 2009, and Washing-
ton is chasing its first NCAA
Tournament appearance since
2011.

“Last year we were teach-
ing them how to win,” Wash-
ington coach Mike Hop-
kins said. “This year, we’re
teaching them how to han-
dle expectations. So it’ll be
a new learning curve, but the
kids have worked really hard
and playing well together.”

Here’s a look at some
teams that have realistic pre-
season hopes of reaching the
NCAA Tournament after fail-
ing to get there last year.

No. 14 Oregon

2017-18 record: 23-13
(10-8 Pac-12), lost in second
round of NIT

Oregon is the Pac-12
media’s pick to win the con-
ference. Payton Pritchard
returns after leading the
Ducks in scoring (14.5) and
assists (4.8) last season. Ore-
gon also added the nation’s
No. 3 signing class accord-
ing to the 247Sports Com-
posite. The class is headlined
by 7-foot-2 center Bol Bol,
rated by the 247Sports Com-
posite as the nation’s No. 4
overall prospect in his class.
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
graduate transfer Ehab Amin
led all Division I players in
steals (3.4) and averaged 16.9
points and 6.6 rebounds in
2016-17 before missing last
season due to a hip injury.

No. 25 Washington

2017-18 record: 21-13
(10-8 Pac-12), lost in second
round of NIT

Washington returns all five
starters and its top seven scor-
ers from last season. The Hus-
kies have four players who
had double-figure scoring
averages last season: Jaylen
Nowell (16.0), Noah Dick-

erson (15.5), David Crisp
(11.6) and Matisse Thybulle
(11.2). Dickerson also had a
team-leading 8.4 rebounds
per game last season.
Indiana

2017-18  record:
(9-9 Big Ten)

Indiana has one of the
nation’s most touted fresh-
men in guard Romeo Lang-
ford , who was rated as the No.
7 prospect in his class accord-
ing to composite rankings of
recruiting sites compiled by
247Sports. Langford head-
lines a five-man freshman
class. Indiana returns senior
forward Juwan Morgan, who
earned second-team all-Big
Ten honors and averaged
16.5 points and 7.4 rebounds
last season. Other Hoosiers
who made at least 12 starts
last season include De’Ron
Davis, Devonte Green and
Zach McRoberts. Indiana
adds Saint Mary’s graduate
transfer Evan Fitzner.

No. 23 LSU

2017-18 record: 18-15
(8-10 Southeastern Confer-
ence, lost in second round of
NIT)

Tremont Waters is back
for his sophomore season
after averaging 15.9 points
and 6 assists last season. He
is joined in the backcourt by
Skylar Mays, who had 11.3
points per game last season.
LSU added a signing class
that was ranked fourth in
the nation according to the
247Sports Composite. LSU’s
freshman class  includes
three top-35 national recruits
in forwards Naz Reid and
Emmitt Williams plus guard
Ja’Vonte Smart.

16-15

Marquette
2017-18 record: 21-14
(99 Big East), NIT
quarterfinalist
Marquette returns four

starters from last year’s team.
That list includes Markus
Howard, who scored 20.4
points per game last season
and earned second-team all-
Big East honors. Sam Hauser
averaged 14.1 points and shot
48.7 percent from 3-point
range last season. Mar-
quette’s other returning start-
ers are Sacar Anim and Matt
Heldt. The Golden Eagles
also add Fordham graduate
transfer Joseph Chartouny
and Nebraska transfer Ed
Morrow. Chartouny averaged
3.34 steals to lead all Divi-
sion I players last season.

No. 18 Mississippi State

2017-18 record: 25-12
(9-9 SEC), NIT semifinalist

Mississippi  State returns
its top six scorers from last
season and is ranked for
the first time since Febru-
ary 2012. The Bulldogs’ list
of returners includes senior
guard Quinndary Weather-
spoon, who averaged 14.4
points last season and was a
second-team all-SEC pick by
the leagues’ coaches. Other
notable returners include Aric
Holman (10.9 ppg last year),
Nick Weatherspoon (10.8),
Lamar Peters (9.6), Tyson
Carter (8.9) and Abdul Ado
(7.8). The Bulldogs’ fresh-
man class is led by forward
Reggie Perry.
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Switch and get ——

IPhone XR
$600 off on us

Offer ends 11/15

& iPhone X(®

iPhone Xr features a 6.1-inch Liquid Retina display—the most advanced LCD in
the industry. Advanced Face ID. The smartest, most powerful chip in a smartphone.
And a breakthrough camera system. In six stunning new finishes.

Things we want you to know: New consumer or small business (20 lines or fewer) Total Plan line with Unlimited Plus Data and port-in required. Purchase of a qualifying device via 0% APR, SO down, 30-month
Retail Installment Contract (RIC), credit approval and Device Protection+ required. Qualifying device is any base-model Smartphone with an MSRP greater than S600. Tax due at sale. All data on Unlimited Plus
Plans automatically shift to 2G speeds when each line reaches 26GB. The speed you receive will depend on many factors, including, but not limited to, your data plan terms, the device you use, your distance from
a cell tower, topography and the number of users on the network at the time of your session. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms,
conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phane. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Device Protection+ starts
at $9.99/month per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided
under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular's Master Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states
except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply. See an associate or brochure for complete details. $600 Offer: Prices vary. Comes via a monthly bill credit
of $20 on a 30-month RIC (max bill credit amount is $20/month). Bill credit applied within three bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing with required price plan for entire
30-month RIC. Customer may lose bill credit if price plan is changed. In the event of cancellation of service, customer will be responsible for the entire RIC balance. The Early Upgrade Program is not available with
this offer. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services
availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Trademarks and trade names are
the property of their respective owners. ©2018 U.S. Cellular



