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RICHER AND DENISE 

LAVOIE

Associated Press

BOSTON — A Mafia 
hit man who is said to hate 
“rats” is under suspicion in 
the slaying of former Bos-
ton crime boss and long-
time FBI informant James 
“Whitey” Bulger, who was 
found dead hours after he 
was transferred to a West 
Virginia prison, an ex-in-
vestigator briefed on the 
case said Wednesday.

The former official 
said that Fotios “Freddy” 
Geas and at least one other 
inmate are believed to have 
been involved in Bulg-
er’s killing. The longtime 
investigator was not autho-
rized to discuss the matter 
and spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

Authorities have not dis-
closed the cause of death.

Among the many unan-
swered questions after 
Bulger was found dead 
on Tuesday: Why was he 
moved to the prison? And 
why was a frail 89-year-
old like Bulger — a known 
“snitch” — placed in the 
general population instead 
of more protective housing?

Attorney Hank Bren-
nan said Bulger had a 
hip injury and was in a 
wheelchair when he was 
attacked. Brennan repre-
sented Bulger during his 
2013 trial.

Geas, 51, and his brother 
were sentenced to life in 
prison in 2011 for their roles 
in several violent crimes, 
including the 2003 killing 
of Adolfo “Big Al” Bruno, 
a Genovese crime family 
boss who was gunned down 
in a Springfield, Massachu-
setts, parking lot.

Private investigator Ted 
McDonough, who knew 
Geas, told The Boston 

Globe: “Freddy hated rats.”

“Freddy hated guys who 
abused women. Whitey 
was a rat who killed 
women. It’s probably that 
simple,” McDonough told 
the newspaper, which first 
reported that Geas was 
under suspicion.

It was not clear whether 
Geas has an attorney. Sev-
eral other lawyers who rep-
resented him over the years 
didn’t immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

An FBI spokeswoman in 
Pittsburgh declined to com-
ment on Geas. Federal offi-
cials said only that they are 
investigating the death as a 
homicide.

“What I don’t under-
stand is why the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons would 
transfer a super high-pub-
licity inmate, who is a 
known snitch, to general 
population of a high-secu-
rity prison,” said Cameron 

Lindsay, a former federal 
prison warden who now 
works as a jail security con-
sultant. “You’ve got to be 
smarter than that.”

He added: “If I was 
the warden of Hazelton, 
I would have never, ever 
allowed him to be put 
within my general popula-
tion. It is just too risky.”

Bulger’s death was the 
third killing in the past six 
months at the prison, where 
union officials have raised 
concerns about dozens of 
vacant jobs. Two inmates 
were killed in fights with 
other prisoners in Septem-
ber and April.

Five members of Con-
gress wrote to Attorney 
General Sessions last week 
about what they saw as 
chronic understaffing at 
USP Hazelton and other 
federal prisons.

Bulger led South Bos-
ton’s Irish mob for decades 
and became an FBI infor-
mant who supplied infor-
mation on the New England 
Mafia, his gang’s main 
rival, in an era when bring-
ing down the Italian mob 
was a top national priority 
for the bureau.

Tipped off that he was 
about to be indicted, Bulger 
became a fugitive and 
eluded authorities for 16 
years before being captured 
in 2011. He was convicted 
in 2013 in 11 underworld 
slayings and a long list of 
other crimes and was sen-
tenced to spend the rest of 
his life behind bars.

He had just arrived 
Monday at USP Hazelton, 
a high-security prison in 
Bruceton Mills, West Vir-
ginia. He had previously 
been in a prison in Florida, 
with a stopover at a transfer 
facility in Oklahoma City. 
Federal Bureau of Prisons 
officials and his attorney 
declined to comment on 
why he was being moved.

Official: Mafia hit man suspected 
in Whitey Bulger’s slaying

Don Treeger /The Republican via AP

In this April 14, 2009 photo, Fotios “Freddy” Geas ap-
pears for a court proceeding in his defense in the Al 
Bruno murder case in Springfield, Mass. 

Bulger

AP Photo/Keith Srakocic

Pittsburgh police stand guard as the casket of Irving 
Younger, 69, is wheeled from Congregation Rodef 
Shalom after his funeral on Wednesday in Pitts-
burgh. Younger was one of the 11 victims killed in 
the deadly shooting at a synagogue.

By MARYCLAIRE DALE

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The 
suspect in the Pittsburgh 
synagogue massacre was 
indicted by a federal grand 
jury Wednesday, and mem-
bers of a grief-stricken Jew-
ish community endured 
another round of funer-
als for victims of the worst 
anti-Semitic attack in Amer-
ican history.

Robert Bowers, a 
46-year-old truck driver 
who authorities say raged 
against Jews as he gunned 
down 11 and wounded six, 
was charged in a 44-count 
indictment with mur-
der, hate crimes and other 
offenses that could bring the 
death penalty. The indict-
ment, which was expected, 
was announced on the sec-
ond day of a weeklong 
series of funerals for con-
gregants who perished in 
the mass shooting at Tree of 
Life synagogue.

“Today begins the pro-
cess of seeking justice for 
the victims of these hate-
ful acts, and healing for the 
victims’ families, the Jew-
ish community, and our 

city,” U.S. Attorney Scott 
Brady said in a statement. 
“Our office will spare no 
resource, and will work 
with professionalism, integ-
rity and diligence, in a way 
that honors the memories of 
the victims.”

One after another, ser-
vices were held for three 
more victims of the ram-
page: Joyce Fienberg, 75; 
Melvin Wax, who was in 
his late 80s, and Irving 
Younger, 69.

“It can’t be fixed,” Rob-
ert Libman said at his sis-
ter’s funeral, clutching his 
chest as he described the 
pain of losing her. “My sis-
ter is dead. My sister was 
murdered. There was no one 
I know like her. Pure good-
ness. ... She was the most 
tolerant and gentle person 
that I’ve ever known.”

Fienberg’s sons, 
Anthony, of Paris, and How-
ard, of Vienna, Virginia, said 
she spent five years caring 
for their father as he battled 
cancer, then, after his death 
a few years ago, devoted 
more of her time and energy 
to Tree of Life. She was a 
retired researcher at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh.

Synagogue rampage 
suspect indicted on 
2nd day of funerals
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