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PITTSBURGH — One 
stone and one white rosebud 
for each victim.

President Donald Trump 
and first lady Melania Trump 
paid solemn tribute Tues-
day to each of the 11 people 
slain in the worst instance 
of anti-Semitic violence in 
American history. As the 
Trumps placed their remem-
brances outside the Tree of 
Life synagogue, protesters 
nearby shouted that the pres-
ident was not welcome.

The emotional, dissonant 
scene reflected the increas-
ingly divided nation that 
Trump leads, one gripped by 
a week of political violence 
and hate and hurtling toward 
contentious midterm elec-
tions that could alter the path 
of a presidency.

On their arrival in Pitts-
burgh, the Trumps entered 
the vestibule of the syna-
gogue, where they lit can-
dles for each victim before 
stepping outside. Shouts 
of “Words matter!” and 
“Trump, go home!” could 
be heard from demonstrators 
gathered not far from where 
a gunman had opened fire on 
Saturday.

Rabbi Jeffrey Myers, who 
had been conducting ser-
vices when the shots rang 
out, gestured at the white 
Star of David posted for each 
victim. At each, the presi-
dent placed a stone, a Jew-
ish burial tradition, while 
the first lady added a flower. 
They were trailed by first 
daughter Ivanka Trump and 
her husband, Jared Kushner, 
who are Jewish.

Near the synagogue, flow-
ers, candles and chalk draw-
ings filled the corner, includ-
ing a small rock painted with 
the number “6,000,011,” 
adding the victims this week 
to the estimated number of 

Jews killed in the Holocaust.
The Trumps later spent 

more than an hour at the 
University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, where some 
of the victims are recover-
ing. The couple’s motor-
cade passed several hundred 
protesters on the street and 
a sign that said: “It’s your 
fault.” Inside, Trump visited 
with wounded police officers 
and injured congregants but 
did not appear to meet with 
relatives of the deceased.

Trump stepped into the 
role of national consoler, a 
title he wears uncomfortably, 
with his visit to the Squirrel 
Hill neighborhood. More at 
home waging partisan war-
fare than assuaging Ameri-
ca’s grief, Trump has shied 
away from public displays 

of unity in the wake of other 
tragedies.

Questions have long 
swirled about the presi-
dent’s credibility as a uni-
fier. Since his 2016 Republi-
can campaign for the White 
House, Trump has at times 
been slow to denounce white 
nationalists, neo-Nazis and 
other hate-filled individuals 
and groups that found com-
mon cause with his national-
istic political rhetoric.

Trump traveled to the his-
toric hub of the city’s Jewish 
community as the first funer-
als were held for the victims, 
who range in age from 54 to 
97. The dead include a set 
of brothers, a husband and 
wife, professors, dentists and 
a physician.

Hundreds of protesters 

assembled to show their dis-
pleasure with Trump’s pres-
ence. Squirrel Hill resident 
Paul Carberry said Trump 
should not have visited until 
the dead were buried.

“He didn’t pull the trig-
ger, but his verbiage and 
actions don’t help,” Carberry 
said.

But Shayna Marcus, a 
nurse who rushed to the syn-
agogue on Saturday to help 
with the wounded, said she 
felt that the president was 
taking an unfair portion of 
the blame.

“I don’t think focusing 
on Trump is the answer — 
or on politics,” said Marcus, 
whose four yarmulke-wear-
ing boys carried signs in sup-
port of the president.

White House counselor 
Kellyanne Conway, back in 
Washington, told reporters: 
“If people are there to pro-
test, that’s their right. For 
the president, it was not a 
moment for politics.”

When Air Force One 
touched down at the air-
port outside Pittsburgh, the 
Trumps were not greeted by 
the usual phalanx of local 
officials that typically wel-
comes a visiting president, a 
reflection of controversy sur-
rounding the visit.

Pittsburgh Mayor Bill 
Peduto, a Democrat, told 
reporters before the visit was 
announced that the White 
House ought to consult with 
the families of the victims 
about their preferences and 
asked that the president not 
come during a funeral. Nei-
ther he nor Democratic Gov. 
Tom Wolf appeared with 
Trump.

Beth Melena, campaign 
spokeswoman for Wolf, said 
the governor based his deci-
sion to stay away on input 
from the victims’ fami-
lies, who told him they did 
not want the president to be 
there on the day their loved 
ones were being buried.

Trumps pay tribute at synagogue 
where 11 people were fatally shot

AP Photo/Andrew Harnik

President Donald Trump, accompanied by first lady 
Melania Trump, puts down a stone from the White 
House at a memorial for those killed at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh on Tuesday.
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WASHINGTON — 
Thousands of U.S. troops 
to stop an “invasion” of 
migrants. Tent cities for 
asylum seekers. An end for 
the Constitution’s guaran-
tee of birthright citizenship.

With his eyes squarely 
on next Tuesday’s elec-
tions, President Donald 
Trump is rushing out hard-
line immigration declara-
tions, promises and actions 
as he tries to mobilize sup-
porters to retain Republi-
can control of Congress. 
His own campaign in 2016 
concentrated on border 
fears, and that’s his final-
week focus in the midterm 
fight.

“This has nothing to do 
with elections,” the presi-
dent insists. But his timing 
is striking.

Trump says he will send 
more than 5,000 military 
troops to the Mexican bor-
der to help defend against 
caravans of Central Amer-
ican migrants who are on 
foot hundreds of miles 
away. Tent cities would not 
resolve the massive U.S. 
backlog of asylum seekers. 
And most legal scholars say 
it would take a new consti-
tutional amendment to alter 
the current one granting cit-
izenship to anyone born in 
America.

Still, Trump plunges 
ahead with daily alarms 
and proclamations about 
immigration in tweets, 
interviews and policy 
announcements in the days 
leading up to elections that 
Democrats hope will give 
them at least partial control 
of Congress.

Trump and many top 
aides have long seen the 
immigration issue as the 

most effective rallying 
cry for his base of sup-
porters. The president had 
been expected to make 
an announcement about 
new actions at the bor-
der on Tuesday, but that 
was scrapped so he could 
travel instead to Pittsburgh, 
where 11 people were mas-
sacred in a synagogue on 
Saturday.

Between the shootings, 
the deadliest attack on Jews 
in U.S. history, and the mail 
bomb scare targeting Dem-
ocrats and a media orga-
nization, the caravan of 
migrants slowly trudging 
north had faded from front 
pages and cable TV.

But with well-timed 
interviews on Fox and 
“Axios on HBO,” Trump 
revived some of his hard-
est-line immigration ideas:

— An executive order to 
revoke the right to citizen-
ship for babies born to non-
U.S. citizens on American 
soil.

— And the prolonged 
detention of anyone com-
ing across the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, including those 
seeking asylum, in “tent 
cities” erected “all over the 
place.”

The administration on 
Monday also announced 
plans to deploy 5,200 
active duty troops — dou-
ble the 2,000 who are in 
Syria fighting the Islamic 
State group — to the bor-
der to help stave off the 
caravans.

The main caravan, still 
in southern Mexico, was 
continuing to melt away — 
from the original 7,000 to 
about 4,000 — as a smaller 
group apparently hoped to 
join it.

Trump insists his immi-
gration moves have noth-
ing to do with politics, even 
as he rails against the cara-
vans at campaign rallies.

President Trump targets 
citizenship, stokes pre-
election migrant fears
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