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who identified as indepen-
dent remained undecided, 
according to the poll.

“McLeod-Skinner has 
been able to translate deep 
enthusiasm among Demo-
cratic voters and donors into 
(a) one million dollar cam-
paign effort boosted by over 
2,500 volunteers across the 
district in her effort to unseat 
Walden,” a memo from poll-
sters provided to the Ore-
gon Capital Bureau states. 
“However, more support 
will be necessary in order 
to push the center-right tar-
gets identified above into 
Jamie’s camp over the next 
two weeks.”

In a statement, 
M c L e o d - S k i n -
ner touted the 
numbers as evi-
dence of support 
for her platform 
against Walden, 
who helped design 
a failed plan last 
year to repeal the 
Affordable Care 
Act. “The num-
bers that are starting to come 
out reflect what we’ve seen 
throughout this campaign,” 
McLeod-Skinner said in a 
statement. “People are frus-
trated by what the current 
representative has done 
to threaten their access to 
affordable health care.”

Walden has outraised 

McLeod-Skinner 
nearly 5-to-1, with 
about $4.9 mil-
lion in campaign 
contributions.

And a 
McLeod-Skinner 
victory is a tall 
order in a district 
that’s been labeled 
as a “Likely” 
Republican vic-

tory by Ipsos polling and 
“Safe” Republican district 
by the University of Virgin-
ia’s Center for Politics. The 
Cook Political Report and 
Inside Elections also label it 
a “Safe R” district.

Nate Silver’s politics 
and sports news site, pegs 
McLeod-Skinner’s chances 

of winning the race at 0.5 
percent. FiveThirtyEight 
expects Walden to clinch 
about 59 percent of the vote. 
But the Democrat’s cam-
paign said that recent fund-
raising momentum and 
demographic changes in 
the district may work in her 
favor come election night. 
McLeod-Skinner has raised 
significantly more than 
prior Walden challengers 
— about $1.06 million as of 
late September.

The district, which 
includes southwest Oregon 
and covers central and east-
ern Oregon, has seen its pop-
ulation grow about 7 percent 
since 2010, according to the 
McLeod-Skinner campaign. 

Most of that growth, espe-
cially in cities like Medford 
and Bend, is people moving 
to the district from places 
like Portland, Seattle and 
California.

The number of nonaffil-
iated voters in the district 
(182,434) exceeds the num-
ber of registered Democrats 
(143,317), according to Sep-
tember figures from the state 
Elections Division. Repub-
licans dominate the dis-
trict with 188,755 registered 
voters. There are another 
28,576 voters in the district 
who identify as members of 
the Independent Party. 

The poll found that while 
87 percent of Republicans 
surveyed supported Walden, 

9 percent of them supported 
McLeod-Skinner. Mean-
while, 94 percent of Demo-
crats surveyed said they sup-
ported McLeod-Skinner.

A spokesman for Walden 
said the campaign was “con-
fident” in the incumbent’s 
re-election. 

“Greg Walden has a 
proven record of serving as 
a strong voice for rural Ore-
gon in Congress,” Justin 
Discigil, a spokesman for 
Walden, said in a prepared 
statement. 

“That is why Greg’s cam-
paign has the backing of 
thousands of local support-
ers in Oregon and we are 
confident in his re-election 
in November.”
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McLeod-Skinner

Association swinging a 
deal with the city to pro-
vide land to BMCC for the 
training center west of the 
Round-Up grounds, the 
college is now tasked with 
raising $12.5 million to get 
the project done. 

BMCC has already 
raised about half that 
amount, the lion’s share 
coming from a $5 million 
state contribution, and the 
college is looking to ask 
for more money during the 
next legislative session. 

Whatever isn’t cov-
ered by the state and local 
governments will come 
from a local fundraising 
campaign. Preus said the 
effort would likely take 30 
months, a span that would 
involve both Green and 
her successor. 

Preus said BMCC 
could also explore corpo-
rate sponsorships to gar-
ner funding for the project, 
a strategy Green is famil-
iar with. 

Green said she was able 
to raise millions of dollars 
for a new facility at Tilla-
mook Community College 
by selling naming rights to 
rooms to companies and 
individuals. 

But beyond the train-
ing center, Green said 
she’s happy to take on the 
interim job because the 
college is in good shape. 

“You usually don’t step 
into a place where you 
don’t have to fix some-
thing,” Green said. 

Preus spotlighted the 
college’s new career tech-
nology facility in Board-
man, where she said 
enrollment was swelling, 

and BMCC’s data cen-
ter program, which has 
an accompanying schol-
arship program sponsored 
by Amazon. 

But BMCC’s overall 
enrollment is also start-
ing to slow — Preus said 
that while enrollment in 
for-credit courses is up by 
4 percent, enrollment in 
non-credit courses is down 
by 10 percent. 

Preus attributed part 
of the trend to a decrease 
in enrollment in dual-
credit courses at local 
high schools. She added 
that some students prefer 
to take Advanced Place-
ment courses, dual-credit 
courses that are partnered 
with different institutions, 
or wait until after high 
school to apply for Oregon 
Promise, a program that 
offers two years of dis-
counted tuition to recent 
high school graduates. 

While Oregon is experi-
encing a period of full-em-
ployment, Green said 
community college enroll-
ment tends to spike during 
recessions, when locals 
are looking to be retrained 
in fields that are offering 
more jobs. 

Another recession isn’t 
out of the question. State 
economists say a recession 
is a “reasonable scenario” 
that could happen by 2020. 

In case the state experi-
ences an economic down-
turn, Green said the state 
government would need 
to step in to accommodate 
the accompanying enroll-
ment surge. 

———
Contact Antonio Sierra 

at asierra@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836.
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ing of the day they would 
get their own new building.

Edna Collier was grin-
ning from ear to ear as she 
sat at one of the tables set up 
Thursday. She said she was 
“real thrilled” to be there.

“It’s great,” she said. 
“We’ve needed it for a long 
time.”

She said the new build-
ing was “just super” and 
she hoped that some oppor-
tunities for games, such 
as pinochle, would be 
available.

Her daughter, Emily Mel-
lick, said she loved the new 
building as well, and appre-
ciated the extra room for 
meals and other events.

Colleen Moe and Elly 
Smith were sitting across the 
table from each other Thurs-
day and both pointed out 
things they liked about the 
new center, which includes 
breakout rooms, a front 
desk, offices, commercial 
kitchen and a great hall with 

a gas fireplace.
“It’s really nice the way 

it’s arranged here,” Smith 
said.

Their only complaints 
were that Smith wished it 
were more out in the coun-
try and Moe said the acous-
tics in the building made for 
a very noisy lunch — some-
thing others noted as well.

Walter Liebe said it was 
his first time in the new 
building, which he called 

“awesome” and “beautiful.”
“I’m just happy it’s fin-

ished, finally, and we’re 
here,” he said.

He said he hoped to 
attend some of the classes 
and clubs being offered at 
the center as well. A card 
club was planning to meet 
after lunch.

Beebe said that center has 
been used for Tai Chi, yoga, 
Bible study and other classes 
since its opening a few 

weeks ago. She said they 
have been asking for dona-
tions instead of charging a 
set fee for groups to use the 
facility and so far that had 
been working well.

While someday the city 
hopes that it can use the 
building for evening activi-
ties that don’t interfere with 
the seniors, for the next five 
years the rules of the $2 mil-
lion federal grant that helped 
fund the building state only 
activities for senior citizens 
are allowed. Beebe said the 
building is open for general 
use by seniors from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and she was pleased 
to see earlier that two men 
were there drinking coffee 
and playing board games 
together.

“In the afternoons we 
would love to see people 
come in and do board games, 
puzzles, quilting, things like 
that,” she said.

———
Contact Jade McDowell 

at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.
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Guests gather in the main hall for lunch on Thursday 
at the Harkenrider Senior Activity Center in Hermiston.

machine.
In an opening speech, 

Cynthia Holmes, the chair-
woman of the Pregnancy 
Care Services Board of Direc-
tors, was clear about the non-
profit’s mission. 

“One day we envision that 
anyone in this community 
will not choose ending a preg-
nancy as an option,” she said.  

After noting that he 
intended to avoid politics, he 
took time to praise President 
Donald Trump — who he ran 
against on the 2016 Republi-
can presidential ticket — and 

Rep. Greg Walden, R-Hood 
River, who was in the audi-
ence and is up for re-election 

in November. 
“Your congressman is here 

tonight, not out of conve-

nience but out of conviction,” 
Huckabee said. 

Huckabee said he loved 
Pendleton and frequently 
attended the National Finals 
Rodeo in Las Vegas, adding 
that rodeo contestants and 
fans would never kneel for the 
national anthem. 

“If they did, the bulls 
couldn’t do as much damage 
as the crowd could,” he said 
to cheers from the audience. 

As soon as Huckabee 
wrapped his speech to a stand-
ing ovation, he left the stage, 
pausing briefly to shake hands 
with Walden, and exited the 
building. 

HUCKABEE: Intended to avoid politics in speech
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Mike Huckabee speaks with Pregnancy Care Services 
Executive Director Laura Jensen on Thursday before 
his speech at the Pendleton Convention Center.

OPEN HEARTS – OPEN DOOR

www.graceandmercylutheran.org
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m.

Sunday School  10:00 a.m. (Nursery Provided)
Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School

Check Out our Facebook Page or 
Website for More Information

541-289-4535 
Tom Inch, Pastor

Grace and Mercy Lutheran Church, ELCA
(First United Methodist Church)

191 E. Gladys Ave. / P.O. Box 1108
Hermiston, Oregon 97838

 St. Johns
 Episcopal Church

 Join Us Join Us 

On Our Journey 

With Jesus.
Scripture, Tradition and Reason

Family service 9am Sunday
 N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th,  Hermiston

 PH: 567-6672  
We are an all inclusive Church 

who welcomes all.

FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

in Mission for Christ LCMC

Sunday Worship.........9:00 AM

Bible Study......10:00 AM

Red Lion Hotel

( Oregon Trail Room )

www.faithpendleton.org

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

LCMC

Sunday worship at 
11:00 AM

Pastor Michael Smith

 420 Locust St. • Boardman, OR

541-481-6132

Redeemer 
Episcopal 

Church
241 SE Second St. Pendleton

(541)276-3809
www.pendletonepiscopal.org

Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Holy Communion Noon

Weekly Adults Spiritual Life Group 

All Are Welcome

PENDLETON 
LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

Sunday Service: 10am & 6pm
Tuesday Kingdom Seekers: 7pm

Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

We off er: Sunday School • Sign Language
Interpreters • Nursery • Transportation • & more!

Pastor Dan Satterwhite
541.377.4252 

417 NW 21st St. • Pendleton, OR 97801
www.facebook.com/

PendletonLighthouseChurch

The Salvation Army
Center for Worship & Service

Sunday Worship Service

9:30 - Sunday School

10:30 - Worship Service

Wednesday Bible Study
5:30 Family Fellowship Meal • 6:00 Bible Study

COME AS YOU ARE

150 SE Emigrant

(541) 276-3369

352 SE 2nd Street, Pendleton OR 
Sunday Worship 9am  •  541-276-2616 

Worship Broadcast on KUMA 1290 @ 11am 
Worship Livestream at 

www.facebook.com/FUMCPendleton/ 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor 

First United 

Methodist 

Church

Pendleton

Grace Baptist Church
555 SW 11th, Hermiston

567-9497
Nursery provided for all 

services
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Worship - 10:45 AM
6:00 pm

Wed Prayer & Worship - 
7:00 PM

“Proclaiming God’s word, 
growing in God’s grace”

Come meet Jesus at 

PENDLETON BAPTIST 
CHURCH

3202 SW Nye Ave Pendleton, OR
541-276-7590

Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Bible Classes 9:45 AM
Sunday Youth Group 6:00 PM

Mon. Community Women’s Study 
9:30 AM & 6 PM

Awana Kids Club (K-6th grade)
Wed Men’s Study 6 PM

MOPS meeting the 1st Thur of the Month 6 PM

ELCA 

Peace Lutheran Church 
 

               210 NW 9th, Pendleton   
 

                 Join us Sundays  
 

          9:30 am Sunday Worship 
10:00 am Sunday Worship

11am Fellowship & Adult Class

9am Sunday School

~Come and be at Peace ~

on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunday

Behind These Stone Walls Beat the Hearts 

of Some of the Warmest Most Sincere, 

Most Caring People in Pendleton.

We Invite You to Come Get Acquainted!

Sunday School: 9:30am
Worship: 10:40am

Offi ce 541-276-5358  M-Thr, 8:30-12:30
www.fccpendleton.org

SUNDAYS
Morning Celebration - 10am
Morning Kids Place - 10am

Evening - 6pm
Adult - Study

Youth - Small Group
Kids - Rangers & Girl’s Ministries

THURSDAYS
Celebrate Recovery - 6pm

Celebration Place - Kids - 6pm
The Landing - Teens - 6pm

WEEKLY
Groups For All Ages

AN ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
1911 SE Court Ave.

541.276.6417 • pendletonfi rst.com

To share your worship times 

call 541-278-2678
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
-Presbyterian Church (USA)-

201 SW Dorion Ave.
Pendleton

Service of Worship - 10:00 am
Children’s Sunday School - 

10:20 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am

www.pendletonpresbyterian.com

Open Hearted...
Open Minded

BAHA’I FAITH  
IN PENDLETON

“See ye no strangers, rather see all men 

as friends, for love and unity come hard 

when ye fi x your gaze on otherness.” 

– Abdu’l Baha

Please come visit with us at 

The Baha’i Center: 

1015 SE Court Place

Everyone invited!
Sunday Devotions @ 11:00am

Sunday “Pure Prayer” (no talk, just prayer) @ 6:30pm

Wednesday “Discover the Baha’i Faith” @ 6:30pm,
Thursday Seminars on World Religions @ 7pm

(541) 276-9360 or visit us at 

www.pendletonbahais.com
www.facebook.com/pendletonoregonbahais/

Faith Center Church

Worshipping God

Loving People

108 S. Main • 541-276-9569

Pastor Jeff Geesey  
Worship Service: 10:30am

pendletonfaithcenter.church

Celebration of Worship

Midweek Service

Overcomer’s Outreach
’

Pastor Sharon Miller

www.livingwordcc.com

401 Northgate, Pendleton

Celebration of Worship
 Sundays 10:00 am

  Youth: 0-6th grade

Midweek Service
 Wednesdays 6:00 pm

    Youth:  0-6th grade

Jr./Sr. High

Pastor Sharon Miller
541-278-8082

www.livingwordcc.com

WORSHIP 

COMMUNITY

Seventh-Day 

Adventist 

Church
Saturday Services

Pendleton

1401 SW Goodwin Place

276-0882

Sabbath School 9:20 am

Worship Service 10:45 am

Community

Presbyterian Church

14 Martin Drive, Umatilla, OR

922-3250
Worship: 10 AM 

Sunday School at 11:30


