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It took a few minutes for 
the 4-year-olds in the Head 
Start class to calm down, 
but once they did, they were 
eager to listen to Christie 
Petersen read them a story 
about pumpkins.

Petersen, the principal 
of Hermiston’s Sunset Ele-
mentary School, joined the 
class on Thursday as part of 
National Head Start Aware-
ness month and National 
Principals’ Month. The 
early childhood program 
has implemented several 
new methods to bridge the 
gap between pre-K and kin-
dergarten. That has included 
teaching kids social and 
emotional skills, and work-
ing more closely with ele-
mentary schools to share 
tactics for how to help their 
students.

As Petersen read to the 
students, she asked them 
questions to help them 
make connections to what 
they were reading.

“Who here has been to 
the pumpkin patch?” asked 
Petersen, as many kids 
eagerly raised their hands. 
When she came across a 
new word, she asked them 
to repeat it.

“Can you say ‘nutri-
ents?’” she asked the 
kids, before bringing it 
up again later in the story. 
Head Start director Julie 
Sanders said there are some 
new programs to bridge the 
gap between pre-K and kin-
dergarten students.

“We try to share with 
kindergarten teachers what 
we’re doing to develop 
social and emotional skills,” 
she said. “It helps teachers 
help them more quickly.”

Sanders said the goal is 
to create a climate to help 
students be able to learn, 
whether sending books 
home with them to build 
a home library, or having 
adults read to them through 
the SMART (Start Making a 
Reader Today) program.

“At Head Start there are 
lots of kids who come from 
generational poverty or high 
risk factors. We try to give 
them skills to relate to peers 
and to adults,” Sanders said.

Sanders said they’ve 
introduced an approach 
called “Conscious Disci-
pline principles,” a social 
and emotional curriculum 
that’s being used across 
Eastern Oregon.

“We try to use those prin-
ciples in pre-K, in prepara-
tion for using them in kin-

dergarten,” Sanders said. 
“And we try to help parents 
use those skills at home.”

There are seven princi-
ples, including composure, 
which helps kids with anger 
management and delay of 
gratification; encourage-
ment, which teaches pro-so-
cial skills and kindness; 
assertiveness, which teaches 
kids about bully prevention 
and healthy boundaries; and 
empathy, which helps kids 
understand others’ perspec-
tives and regulate their own 
emotions.

Petersen said she has 
noticed many of the kids 
who come to Sunset from 
a Head Start class have 
already developed some 
of the skills and rou-
tines that they work on in 
kindergarten.

She noted the importance 
of educating parents as well 
as students — to understand 
the importance of reading to 
their children and develop-
ing routines to prepare them 
for school.

Petersen said it’s also 
important for Head Start 
and elementary schools to 
work together to bridge a 
very specific gap — lan-
guage acquisition.

“The four stages of lan-
guage acquisition are lis-
tening, speaking, reading 
and writing,” she said, add-
ing that while Head Start is 
heavily involved in the first 
two, elementary schools 
play a large part in the last 
two.

“Whatever ways we can 
bridge those — that’s the 
work.”

Bridging the kindergarten gap
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Christie Petersen, principal of Sunset Elementary School, stopped by a Hermiston 
Head Start class to read a story to students.          
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Buddy James Bouy and 
Julia Rachell Kraus finally 
landed back in the Uma-
tilla County Jail.

The pair of Portland 
residents face 
charges in Mor-
row County 
stemming from 
an alleged vehi-
cle theft crime 
spree last Hal-
loween. Follow-
ing their release 
from the county 
jail in Pendleton, 
they ended up in 
jail in Georgia in Febru-
ary for vehicle theft and 
related charges.

Morrow County District 
Attorney Justin Nelson said 
Houston County, Georgia, 
wrapped up its case against 
Bouy, 43, and Kraus, 38, 
in early October, and the 
Morrow County Sheriff’s 
Office coordinated with 
the United States Marshals 
Service to get the two to 
Oregon. The marshals took 
them to the Multnomah 
County jail, Portland, and 
an inmate shuttle service 
brought them to Pendleton 
on Wednesday morning.

Bouy and Kraus had 
hearings Thursday morn-
ing before Circuit Judge 
Dan Hill, who set bail for 
Kraus at $300,000 and for 
Bouy at $600,000. The 
court also appointed them 
new public defenders due 
to the lengthy delay. Nel-
son also said he filed notice 
with the court to use their 

continued criminal actions 
to seek stiffer penalties at 
the time of sentencing in 
the theft cases. And he said 
he charged them each with 
felony failure to appear.

The defendants along 
with Michelle 
Carol McLean, 
38, also of Port-
land, stole five 
newer model 
vehicles from 
two dealer-
ships on Oct. 31, 
2017, according 
to the Morrow 
County Sheriff’s 
Office and court 

records. Nelson said Bouy 
and Kraus led law enforce-
ment on pursuits through 
Heppner before crash-
ing the pickups they stole. 
Bouy and Kraus each face 
multiple charges, including 
several counts of first-de-
gree aggravated theft. 
McLean, in August, took 
a deal and pleaded no con-
test to first-degree theft in 
exchange for three years of 
probation. 

Nelson also said he 
spoke with the prosecutor 
in Georgia, who relayed 
police caught the two 
in vehicles with Oregon 
plates. However, Nelson 
said, the Oregon victims 
were not willing to help 
in that case, so the district 
attorney’s office there set-
tled for what it could. Nel-
son said the Georgia pros-
ecutor wished him better 
luck with Bouy and Kraus.

They have their next 
hearings Nov. 15.

Car theft suspects 
back in local jail

Bouy
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The bankruptcy trustee 
for Boardman’s trou-
bled Lost Valley Farm 
will shut down the dairy 
and put it up for sale next 
year. 

The Statesman Jour-
nal reports trustee Randy 
Sugarman announced the 
plan Wednesday for the 
dairy, which has been out 
of compliance with its 
wastewater permit since 
it opened in Boardman in 
April 2017.

In a status report to the 
court, Sugarman says the 
dairy needs to invest $35 
million to $40 million to 
meet its pollution permit 
requirements.

Owner Greg te Velde 
declared bankruptcy in 
April to stave off a pre-
viously planned auction 
of cows as part of a bank 
foreclosure. 

Sugarman asked the 
court last week to approve 
selling the cows at public 
auction. 

Te Velde says he hadn’t 
heard about the decision 
to close the dairy.

State farm regulators 
earlier this month issued 
a record fine of more than 
$187,000 to the dairy, cit-
ing more than 220 vio-
lations of its waste-
water permit between 
last December and late 
August.

In addition to Lost 
Valley Farm, two dair-
ies in California — GJ te 
Velde Ranch in Tipton, 
and Pacific Rim Dairy in 
Corcoran — are involved 
in the bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. The dairies 
have a combined total of 
53,382 cattle.

———
EO Media Group staff 

added to this story.

Lost Valley Dairy to 
close, go up for sale
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Hamley co-owner Par-
ley Pearce remains stead-
fast against selling the 
iconic landmark in down-
town Pendleton.

Blair Woodfield, the 
Hamley’s other owner, 
has sought a deal to sell 
the Hamley operations to 
the Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation. The tribes’ 
board of trustees in 
late summer sent a let-
ter of interest to buy the 
Hamley western store, 
the steakhouse and all 
the rest of the Ham-
ley enterprises for $2 
million. 

“I already prom-
ised my employees that 
I will not sell,” Pearce 
said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter who the buyer might 
be, I’m not interested in 
selling.”

Woodfield is seek-
ing bankruptcy protec-
tion, and that case has 
stopped any sale as well 
as the civil suit he has 
against Pearce for the 
control of the Hamley 
limited-liability compa-
nies. Chuck Sams, com-
munications director for 
the tribes, said the legal 

matters are not the con-
cern of the tribes, which 
made the offer to show 
the bankruptcy court 
there are viable local 
buyers.

Woodfield has until 
Dec. 5 to submit a plan 
of reorganization under 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy. 
Pearce said if that plan 
means talking him into 
selling, it will not work.

Pearce won’t sell 
Hamley businesses
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Bob Barker would be proud
The sign at Hermiston Veterinary Clinic on Highway 
395 offers a humorous reminder about getting your 
pets neutered on Thursday.

“We try to help parents use those skills at home.”
— Julie Sanders, Head Start director

SUBMIT COMMUNITY NEWS
Submit information to:  community@eastorego-
nian.com or drop off to the attention of Tammy 
Malgesini at 333 E. Main St., Hermiston or Renee 
Struthers at 211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton. Call 
541-564-4539 or 541-966-0818 with questions.

Sunday, October 28 
2pm to 4pm

Rogers Room, 
First Presbyterian Church

201 SW Dorion

Over the last fi ve decades, the 
preschool has provided early 

childhood education to over 2,000 
three and four year olds. Many of 
our current students have parents 

or even grandparents who attended 
the preschool. All directors, teachers, 
assistants and student, both past and 

present are invited to come share 
cake, punch and lots of memories.

1963-2018

Celebrating 
55 Years!

Pendleton Presbyterian Preschool

We hope to see you there!

HUNTER KILLER (R)

1:40* 4:20 7:10 9:50

VENOM (PG13)

2:20* 4:50 7:20 10:00

GOOSEBUMPS 2: 

HAUNTED HALLOWEEN (PG)

12:30* 2:40* 5:00 7:10 9:20

HALLOWEEN (R)

11:40* 2:00* 4:30 7:00 9:30

A STAR IS BORN (R)

12:40* 3:40* 6:40 9:40

       

10/26 - 28
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
10/31 • 12pm  
The Shining


