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Pipe bombs target Democrats, CNN, terror-by-mail

By MICHAEL BALSAMO,
ERIC TUCKER AND
COLLEEN LONG

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
wave of pipe-bomb attacks
by mail targeted Hillary
Clinton, former President
Barack Obama, other prom-
inent Democrats and CNN
but was thwarted without
physical harm in a day of
domestic terror that abruptly
deepened political tensions
and fears two weeks before
national midterm elections.

None of the bombs det-
onated Wednesday as law
enforcement took them
away for examination and
disposal.

The first crude bomb to be
discovered had been deliv-
ered Monday to the subur-
ban New York compound of
George Soros, a liberal bil-
lionaire and major contrib-
utor to Democratic causes.
The FBI said an additional
package was intended for
former Attorney General
Eric Holder but ended up
at a Florida office of Dem-
ocratic Rep. Deborah Was-
serman Shultz, whose return
address was on it.

The targets of the bombs
were some of the figures
most frequently criticized
by President Donald Trump,
who still assails Clinton
at rallies while supporters
chant “lock her up” — two
years after he defeated her
and she largely left the polit-

ical scene. Trump accuses
Soros of paying protest-
ers and singles out cable
news network CNN as he
rails against the “fake news”
media.

The attacks overtook
other news in an already-
tense political season that
could reshape Congress
and serve as a referendum
on the first two years of
Trump’s presidency. The
actions, which caused pan-
icked building evacuations
and reports of additional
explosives that later proved
unfounded, are bound to add
to fears that overheated rhet-
oric could lead to deadly vio-
lence as the parties engage in
bitter fights over immigra-
tion, the Supreme Court and
the treatment of women.

The White House con-
demned the attacks aimed
at Democrats and other
perceived foes of the
administration.

“Acts or threats of polit-
ical violence have no place
in the United States,” Trump
said. “This egregious con-
duct is abhorrent.”

Other Republican lead-
ers said the same. But Dem-
ocratic Senate and House
leaders Chuck Schumer of
New York and Nancy Pelosi
of California said such
words “ring hollow” when
coming from Trump. They
noted the president’s recent
praise of a GOP congress-
man who body-slammed
a reporter, among other

Trump statements.

Law enforcement offi-
cials said all the packages
were similar: manila enve-
lopes with bubble-wrap inte-
rior bearing six stamps and
the return address of Florida
Rep. Wasserman Schultz. She
is the former chairwoman of
the Democratic National
Committee, who was accused
by Clinton rivals of secretly
helping the party’s eventual
presidential nominee.

The package intended
for Holder had the wrong
address and was forwarded
to Wasserman Schultz.

The devices all were sent
to an FBI lab in Virginia to
be studied. Officials pro-
vided no details on a possi-

ble suspect or motive.

“Suffice it to say, it
appears an individual or
individuals sent out multiple,
similar packages,” said John
Miller, the New York Police
Department’s head of intelli-
gence and counterterrorism,
who briefed reporters.

The U.S. Secret Service
intercepted a bomb that was
addressed to Hillary Clin-
ton at the Chappaqua, New
York, home she shares with
former President Bill Clin-
ton, and another that was
sent to Obama at his home in
Washington.

A police bomb squad
removed still another from
CNN’s New York office,
which was evacuated. The

Willa dissipates, but evacuations continue

By MARCO UGARTE
Associated Press

MAZATLAN, Mex-
ico — Emergency work-
ers struggled to reach beach
towns left incommunicado
by a blow from Hurricane
Willa, and the storm con-
tinued to force evacuations
Wednesday due to fear of
flooding even as it dissi-
pated over northern Mex-
ico. Thousands of homes
were still without power.

There were no immediate
reports of deaths or missing
people, but the storm’s 120
mph winds damaged a hos-
pital, knocked out power,
toppled wood-shack homes
and ripped metal roofing off
other houses in the Sinaloa
state municipality of Escu-
inapa when it came ashore
Tuesday evening.
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A boy walks near his damaged home in the aftermath
of Hurricane Willa, in Escuinapa, Mexico, on Wednesday.

in Sinaloa lost electricity
after the storm made land-
fall, the head of the state
electricity company said on
Twitter. Service had been
restored to about 62 percent
of those.

The state civil defense
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office said the hospital’s
ceiling and some other
areas were damaged in
Escuinapa.

The worst damage was
expected to be in the hand-
ful of coastal communi-
ties that were cut off by

blocked roads and without
communications. Workers
were trying to remove top-
pled power poles and trees
blocking the roads.

In the farming neigh-
borhood of Pueblo Nuevo,
a half mile from Escuina-
pa’s center, neighbors cried
when describing how the
wind swept up their tin
roofs and wooden house
frames while they shel-
tered under their heaviest
furniture.

Ruben Avila and his
wife, Juana, told The Asso-
ciated Press they were dis-
appointed that govern-
ment officials had not yet
arrived with help, as they
sat among their scattered
belongings under pour-
ing rain Wednesday. Mat-
tresses and remains of their
belongings lay soaked on
the ground.
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Police officers stand in front of property owned by former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and former President Bill Clinton in Chappaqua, N.Y., on Wednesday. The
Clintons did not receive the packages sent to them, and they were not at risk, the
Secret Service said.

CNN package was addressed
to former CIA Director John
Brennan, who has pub-
licly clashed with Trump
and is a regular television
contributor.

Overhead TV  shots
showed a truck carrying that
device being driven away.
The package sent to CNN
contained a live explosive,
with wires and a black pipe,
and an envelope with white
powder, officials said. The
powder was being tested.

Democratic Rep. Max-
ine Waters of California
said her Washington office,
too, was the target of a sus-
picious package, though it
wasn’t immediately clear if
that device was related to

the others. An FBI statement
Wednesday afternoon did
not include Waters, whom
the president has denigrated
as a “low-IQ individual,”
among the intended targets.

New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo said his office
received a similar pack-
age, but New York police
officials said the office was
cleared and no device was
found.

Cuomo said at a briefing
that “we will not allow these
terrorist thugs to change the
way we live our lives.”

Neither  Clinton  nor
Obama received the pack-
ages sent to them, and nei-
ther was at risk because of
screening procedures, the
Secret Service said.

White House press secre-
tary Sarah Sanders said in a
statement, “These terroriz-
ing acts are despicable, and
anyone responsible will be
held accountable to the full-
est extent of the law.”

But while stopping short
of blaming Trump’s rheto-
ric for inspiring the attacks,
Jeff Zucker, the president of
CNN Worldwide, contended
there was a “total and com-
plete lack of understanding
at the White House about the
seriousness of their contin-
ued attacks on the media.”

“The president, and espe-
cially the White House press
secretary, should understand
their words matter. Thus far,
they have shown no compre-
hension of that,” he said.
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