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B2H: ‘It’s all about

Continued from 1A

will be available to respond to residents’
questions and concerns after the meetings
end in Pendleton, Boardman, La Grande,
Baker City, and Ontario.

Critics like JoAnn Marlette of Baker
City contend that the transmission line
would alter Eastern Oregon’s scenery, cre-
ate negative effects on the environment,
and create noise issues for local residents.

In an interview Thursday, Marlette said
she has suggested Idaho Power instead
bury the power lines or invest in microg-
rids — a small, local grid that has the abil-
ity to operate independent from the larger
power grids — but her arguments haven’t
halted the project.

“It’s all about the money,” she said. “It
doesn’t matter if they ruin Eastern Oregon.”

Jeff Maffuccio, the facility siting coor-
dinator for Idaho Power, conceded that
Boardman to Hemingway would likely
change some of the views in Eastern Ore-
gon, but it’s taking steps during the plan-
ning process to make the transmission tow-
ers less intrusive.

Maffuccio said none of the towers
would have fencing around them and the
service roads would be dirt rather than
paved streets.

Boardman to Hemingway’s application
is thousands of pages long, and although
Maffuccio said he’s confident that Idaho
Power has addressed any concerns up
to this point, he wants to wait to receive
more public input before he’s assured that
the transmission will clear the regulatory
process.

While the line has alternative routes, the
general path of the line is the same.

From the Oregon-Idaho border, the line
snakes between Vale and Harper before
charting a similar path to Interstate 84.

the money’

The line bypasses Huntington, Baker City,
and La Grande, splitting from 1-84 around
Meacham.

Boardman to Hemingway crosses High-
way 395 south of Pilot Rock before taking
a hard turn north toward Boardman after
crossing Highway 207 in Morrow County.

Maftuccio said Idaho Power has altered
the route based on local concerns, like
moving the transmission line south after
realizing how many people lived in McKay
Creek area north of Pilot Rock.

“We didn’t realize that there’s a lot of
houses until we got on the ground,” he said.

Maffuccio said Idaho Power is also
working with Morrow County farmers and
the Boardman Bombing Range to address
any of their concerns.

Boardman to Hemingway won’t go
unopposed at the upcoming series of public
meetings. Marlette said she plans to attend
the meetings in Ontario, Baker City, and La
Grande.

The Pendleton meeting will be held at
the Pendleton Convention Center on Oct.
18 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. The SAGE Cen-
ter will host the Boardman meeting at the
same day and time.

Following the public meetings, the
department of energy plans to submit a
draft proposed order to Energy Facility Sit-
ing Council for either approval or denial in
the first quarter of 2019.

Once the order is submitted, the depart-
ment will hold public hearings in all five
counties and begin accepting testimony and
public comment on the project.

Idaho Power projects to have final regu-
latory approval from the state in early 2021
and complete Boardman to Hemingway in
2025.

Contact Antonio Sierra at asierra@eas-
toregonian.com or 541-966-0836.

WOLF: ‘Ranchers need to buy in’

Continued from 1A

tected species west of highways 395, 78
and 95.

Todd Nash, a Wallowa County com-
missioner and member of the Oregon Cat-
tlemen’s Association, said the proposal
would provide much-needed clarity and
directions for ranchers to follow when it
comes to dealing with problem wolves.

“There should be no dispute whether
you did enough non-lethal,” Nash said.

Sean Stevens, executive director of
Oregon Wild, said the concept also holds
promise for the environmental community
because it prioritizes non-lethal measures
ahead of conflict.

“Done well and with a lot of goodwill,
this could be effective,” Stevens said. “It
really does focus on avoiding conflict.”

It remains unclear how such a program
would be paid for in the long term. The
group discussed possible funding sources,
including the Wolf Depredation Compen-
sation and Financial Assistance Grant Pro-
gram, which receives money from the Leg-
islature and is administered by the Oregon
Department of Agriculture.

During the 2017 legislative session,
Rep. Greg Barreto, R-Cove, introduced a
bill that would tie compensation directly to
the increasing wolf population. That mea-
sure could surface again in 2019.

ODFW staff will write specific lan-
guage for developing site-specific deter-
rence plans and present it to the work
group Nov. 5 during a webinar and con-
ference call. The next in-person meeting is
scheduled for Nov. 27 in Pendleton.

Individual group members made it

clear they still have lingering concerns
over other parts of the Oregon plan. Ste-
vens took issue with the state’s defini-
tion of “chronic depredation” in Phase I1I
of the plan, which is currently defined as
two attacks on livestock over any period of
time.

ODFW has proposed amending the rule
to three attacks on livestock in a 12-month
period, but Stevens said even that is too
broad.

“We really need to be thinking about an
appropriate timeline,” Stevens said.

The group also went back and forth on
issues, such as radio collars, and whether
it is appropriate for local authorities, such
as county sheriff’s offices, to participate in
wolf-livestock depredation investigations.
Those topics will be up for further discus-
sion moving forward.

For the wolf plan to work, Nash said
ranchers and rural communities need to
buy in. Right now, he said the current plan
is broken.

“Producers don’t call in depredations at
this point. Most have chosen not (to) work
within the context of the plan, because the
context of the plan hasn’t worked,” Nash
said. “You’ve lost the human tolerance
condition among ranchers, in northeast
Oregon especially.”

Kevin Blakely, deputy administrator for
the ODFW Wildlife Division, said he was
encouraged by the progress Tuesday, and
believes it could be a foot in the door for
more consensus.

“There’s got to be something for
everybody on the table,” Blakely said.
“I think that’s how you start to get some
movement.”

A bill was introduced in 2017 that ties compensation
directly to increasing the wolf population
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WALK-IN VA FLU SHOT
CLINIC, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Board-
man Telehealth Clinic, 2 Marine
Drive Suite 103, Boardman. Veter-
ans enrolled in local VA clinics are
eligible to receive a free flu shot.
(Linda Wondra 509-525-5200 ext.
26520)

BOARDMAN FALL QUILT
SHOW, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Board-
man Senior Center, 100 Tatone
St., Boardman. Handmade and
heritage quilts on display, vendors,
quilt raffles and more. Raffle tick-
ets are $1 each or a yard (18 tick-
ets) for $5, available at the show
and during the Morrow County
Harvest Festival Oct. 6. Admission
$3, good for both days of the show.
(Lila Killingbeck or Marie Cornell
541-571-2576 or 480-518-2642)

HONOR TREE CEREMONY

AND RECEPTION, 2-3:30 p.m.,
Good Shepherd Medical Plaza
lobby, 610 N.W. 11th St., Hermis-
ton. Plaque unveiling honoring Dr.
John and Janet Spomer. Refresh-
ments will follow. (Bob Green 541-
667-3419)

STORY AND CRAFT TIME,
2 p.m., Echo Public Library, 20 S.
Bonanza, Echo. (541-376-8411)

ARTIST’S RECEPTION AND
TALK: DEBBIE MCINTOSH, 5-7
p.m., Pendleton Art + Frame, 36
S.W. Court Ave., Pendleton. Local
photographer shares her work with
“Yellowstone in Winter: Solitude,
Struggle and Surprise.” Artist talk
at 6 p.m.. Free. (Cherise 541-276-
3617)

VFW BINGO, 6 p.m., Herm-
iston VFW, 45 W. Cherry St.,
Hermiston. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
games begin at 7 p.m. Everyone

COMING EVENTS

welcome. (541-567-6219)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13

L’IL BUCKS OPEN GYM, 8:30
a.m., Pendleton Recreation Cen-
ter, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pend-
leton. For students in first-third
grades.

FREE FOR ALL, 9:30-10:15
a.m., Pendleton Center for the
Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pendleton.
Free art classes for children up to
age 12. Children under 8 should
be accompanied by an adult. (Ro-

heritage quilts on display, vendors,
quilt raffles and more. Raffle tick-
ets are $1 each or a yard (18 tick-
ets) for $5, available at the show
and during the Morrow County
Harvest Festival Oct. 6. Admission
$3, good for both days of the show.
(Lila Killingbeck or Marie Cornell
541-571-2576 or 480-518-2642)
HIP & HANDMADE, 11 a.m.-
12 p.m., Pendleton Center for the
Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pendle-
ton. Free drop-in project class for
adults. (Roberta Lavadour 541-

berta Lavadour 541-278-9201) 278-9201)
YARN CLUB, 10 am-12p.m., PENDLETON OKTOBER-
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.  FEST, 12-9 p.m. Pendleton

Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-567-
2882)

BOARDMAN FALL QUILT
SHOW, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Board-
man Senior Center, 100 Tatone
St., Boardman. Handmade and

Round-Up Grounds. Live music,
fun events for kids and adults,
Hill Meat sausages, mustard, and
great beers from all over Oregon!
Admission is $12 and includes
a glass mug and one beer ticket.

Non-drinkers and under 21, en-
trance is just $5.

COUNTRY HOEDOWN, 1-4
p.m., Milton-Freewater Neighbor-
hood Senior Center, 311 N. Main
St., Milton-Freewater. Live music,
dancing and singing. Admission
$2, refreshments available for pur-
chase. (541-938-3311)

RETURNING: AN INVITA-
TIONAL EXHIBITION OPENING
RECEPTION, 4-6 p.m., Crow’s
Shadow Institute of the Arts, 48004
St. Andrews Rd, Pendleton. High-
lights a selection of remarkable
works by artists attending annual
monotype printmaking sessions in
the studio. Free admission. (Nika
Blasser 541-276-3954)

CONTRA DANCE, 7 p.m.,
Pendleton Center for the Arts, 214
N. Main St., Pendleton. Social line
dancing with live music, no partner

necessary. Cost is $8 per person
or $12 per couple. (Jill Johnson
907-350-6469)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14

SUNDAY BREAKFAST, 8:30-
9:15 a.m., First Christian Church,
518 S. Main St., Milton-Freewater.
By donation. Everyone welcome.
(Janet Collins 541-938-3854)

SPECIAL NEEDS OPEN
GYM, 12:30-1 p.m., Pendleton
Recreation Center, 510 S.W.
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Free for
special needs children and fami-
lies. (Casey Brown 541-276-8100)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
atio Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave.,
Pendleton. Get some exercise
even when the weather is bad.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON & EVENING

1:30 | 2pm | 2:30 | 3Pm | 3:30 | 4Pm | 4:30 | 5Pm | 5:30 | 6PM | 6:30 | 7PM | 7:30 | 8PM | 8:30 | 9PM | 9:30

Free. (Csey Brown 541-276-8100)
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