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White House gives FBI freer rein in Kavanaugh investigation

By ERIC TUCKER AND
MICHAEL BALSAMO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
White House has given the
FBI clearance to interview
anyone it wants to by Friday
in its investigation of sex-
ual misconduct allegations
against Supreme Court nom-
inee Brett Kavanaugh.

The new  guidance,
described to The Associ-
ated Press by a person famil-
iar with it, was issued to the
FBI over the weekend in
response to Democratic and
news media pushback that
the scope of the probe was
too narrow.

It comes as the FBI presses
ahead with its investigation,
questioning in recent days at
least two people about accu-
sations of misconduct against
Kavanaugh dating to when
he was in high school and
college.

President Donald Trump,
addressing those concerns at
a news conference Monday,
said he wants the FBI to do a
“comprehensive”  investiga-
tion and “it wouldn’t bother
me at all” if agents pursued
accusations made by three
women who have come for-
ward publicly. But he also
said Senate Republicans are
determining the parameters
of the investigation and “ulti-
mately, they’re making the
judgment.”

The White House
instructed the FBI to inter-
view anyone it deems rel-
evant to the inquiry, but
required the work to be done
by Friday, according to the
person familiar with the dis-
cussions, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to dis-
cuss private conversations.

The revised guidance
was aimed at promoting
an investigation that could
tamp down Democratic criti-
cism and satisfy on-the-fence
Republicans about its thor-
oughness and fairness while
also ensuring a fixed dead-
line to prevent the probe
from becoming open-ended
and spanning weeks.

Officials said it was possi-
ble, but not likely, the bureau
could complete its work
before Friday.

Trump said a comprehen-
sive investigation is “a good
thing” for Kavanaugh. He
said that while it was fine
that the FBI wants to inter-
view all three women who
have made accusations, “we
don’t want to go on a witch
hunt, do we?”

As  Republicans  and
Democrats quarreled over
whether the FBI would have
enough time and freedom to
conduct a thorough investi-
gation before a vote on the
nomination, agents over the
weekend interviewed Debo-
rah Ramirez — a Yale Uni-
versity classmate who has
said Kavanaugh exposed
himself to her when both
were students at Yale in the
early 1980s.

Ramirez also provided
investigators with the names
of others who she said could
corroborate  her account,
according to a person famil-
iar with her questioning.
Kavanaugh has denied the

allegation.
A separate accuser, Cal-
ifornia  college professor

Christine Blasey Ford, had
not been contacted by the
FBI as of Monday afternoon
to schedule an interview,
according to a person close
to her.

Ford has accused Kava-
naugh of sexually assault-
ing her when they were teen-
agers, sharing the allegation
at an extraordinary congres-
sional hearing last week that
also included Kavanaugh’s
angry and emotional denial.

The FBI, meanwhile,
interviewed another person
who Ford said attended the
gathering where she says she
was attacked.

That man, Patrick “P.J.”
Smyth, answered “every
question” he was asked and
told agents he had “no knowl-
edge” of the small gathering
that Ford described, accord-
ing to his attorney, Eric
Bruce. Smyth also told the
FBI he doesn’t have “knowl-
edge of Ford’s allegations
of improper conduct against
Kavanaugh,” Bruce said.

Since Trump, under pres-

Kavanaugh

sure from three undecided
Republicans, ordered the FBI
to reopen Kavanaugh’s back-
ground check Friday, the
White House has scrambled
to defend the process from
Democratic complaints that
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certain witnesses were being
kept off-limits.

Officials insisted that they
were not “micromanaging”
the new one-week review
of Kavanaugh’s background
and insisted that Republican

participating items
and receive a code
toenterfora

Trump

senators were dictating the
inquiry’s scope. But ques-
tions about the investigation’s
expansiveness mounted as
additional witnesses came
forward with accounts they
wanted to present to the FBI

about Kavanaugh’s behavior.

In a statement Sunday, a
Yale classmate of Kavana-
ugh’s said he is “deeply trou-
bled by what has been a bla-
tant mischaracterization by
Brett himself of his drink-
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ing at Yale.” Charles “Chad”
Ludington, who now teaches
at North Carolina State Uni-
versity, said he was a friend
of Kavanaugh’s at Yale and
said Kavanaugh was “a fre-
quent drinker, and a heavy
drinker.”

While saying that youth-
ful drinking should not con-
demn a person for life, Lud-
ington said he was concerned
about Kavanaugh’s state-
ments under oath before the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

A third woman, Julie
Swetnick, accused Kava-
naugh and his friend Mark
Judge of excessive drinking
and inappropriate treatment
of women in the early 1980s,
among other accusations.
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*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY to enter or win. Open to legal U.S. residents, residing in Oregon or SW Washington, 18 years and older (must be 21+ to purchase alcohol). Promotion ends and Entry Codes
must be entered by 11:59 PM PT on 11/22/18. 5 participating items must be purchased in a single transaction. For complete details, see Official Rules at www.cwseries.com.
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- pir Travel for 4 to the
Alaska Airline
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'Some blackout dates apply

of your choice
- Groceries for a Year
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Valid 10/2/18 thru 10/9/18 |

or more

! Save on your next grocery purchase of $50
' or more* with your Club Card & this Savings Award.

B *Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons store and S.W. Washington stores serving
Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat counties by 10/9/18. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of
Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container Deposits,
1 Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway Club Savings, Safeway or Albertsons Store
B Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, 0
| discounts, and offers may differ.
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White
Enriched Bread

i No High Fructose Corn Syrup

‘Valid 10/2/18 thru 10/9/18

Signature SELECT®
Pan Bread 24-oz.

or Oven Joy Bread
22-0z. Selected varieties.

99

NETWT 22 0Z (1LB 6 0Z) 6249

*This coupon must be presented at time of purchase at Safeway / Albertsons. Offer valid with Card and Coupon.
COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED or combined with digital coupon. Coupon valid 10/2/18 - 10/9/18.
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Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Tuesday, October 2, 2018 thru Tuesday, October 9, 2018 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway or Albertsons stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for
sale are not available to other dealers or wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some
stores. On Buy One, Get One Free ("BOGO") offers, customer must purchase the first item to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items.
Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway or Albertsons stores only. © 2018 Safeway Inc. or © 2018
Albertsons LLC. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.

PG 1,Common

100318_POR_ROP_SA_8.725x17_PendletonEastOregonian_V01_Common



