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Trump hails NAFTA revamp, Trudeau calls it ‘win-win-win’

By KEN THOMAS AND
ROB GILLIES

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump hailed
his revamped North Amer-
ican trade agreement with
Canada and Mex-
ico as a break-
through for U.S.
workers on Mon-
day, vowing to
sign it by late
November. But it
still faces a lengthy
path to congressio-
nal approval after
serving for two
decades as a polit-
ical football for American
manufacturing woes.

Embracing the U.S.-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement,
which the Canadians joined
just before a Sunday mid-
night  deadline, Trump
branded it the “USMCA,”
a moniker he said would
replace the 24-year-old
North American Free Trade
Agreement, or NAFTA.
With a satisfied smile, the
president said the new name
had a “good ring to it,”
repeating U-S-M-C-A sev-
eral times.

But he noted that the
agreement would need to be
ratified by Congress, a step
that could be affected by the
outcome of the fall elections
as Democrats seek to regain
majorities in the House and
Senate. When a reporter
suggested he seemed con-
fident of approval after his
announcement, he said he
was “not at all confident” —
but not because of the deal’s
merits or defects.

“Anything you sub-
mit to Congress is trouble,
no matter what,” Trump
said, predicting that Dem-
ocrats would say, “Trump
likes it so we’re not going to
approve it.”

Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau said Mon-
day that his country was in
a more stable place now
that it had completed the
negotiations. He said the
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deal needed to be fair since
one trading partner was 10
times larger. He said Canada
did not simply accept “any
deal.”

“We got the right deal.
We got a win-win-win for
all three countries,” Trudeau

said.
Likewise, out-
going  Mexican

President Enrique
Pena Nieto said
via Twitter that the
deal  negotiated
over the past 13
months “achieves
what we proposed
at the beginning:
a  win-win-win
agreement.”

Despite Trump’s jibe at
the Democrats, their com-
ments on the agreement
were largely muted, though
many lawmakers said the
way the provisions of the
deal are enforced would be
critical.

“As  someone  who
voted against NAFTA and
opposed it for many years,
I knew it needed fixing. The
president deserves praise for
taking large steps to improve
it,” said Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer of
New York. He said any final
agreement “must be judged
on how it benefits and pro-
tects middle class families
and the working people in

our country.”
Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders, an independent

who sought the 2016 Dem-
ocratic presidential nomina-
tion, said that while the plan
included “some improve-
ments that could be good
for U.S. workers, it lacks
enforcement  mechanisms
that are necessary for these
policies to succeed.”

Trump, for his part, said
the accord would return the
United States to a “manufac-
turing powerhouse.”

In fact, the U.S. has
always been a manufactur-
ing powerhouse and by some
projections — made before
he took office — is expected
to be No. 1 in 2020.

The new agreement was
forged just before a mid-
night deadline imposed by
the U.S. to include Can-
ada in a deal reached with
Mexico late in the sum-
mer. It replaces NAFTA,
which Trump has lambasted
as a job-wrecking disaster
that has hollowed out the
nation’s industrialized base.

NAFTA has long been
a lightning rod for criti-
cism among labor unions
and manufacturing workers
since it was being negotiated
in the early 1990s during
President George H.W.

Bush’s administration and
later implemented by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

During the 1992 presi-
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President Donald Trump is applauded as he walks out of the Oval Office to announce
a revamped NAFTA deal Monday in the Rose Garden of the White House.

dential campaign, indepen-
dent candidate Ross Perot
famously predicted a “giant
sucking sound” as NAFTA
pulled U.S. factory jobs into
Mexico.

The new version would
give U.S. farmers greater
access to the Canadian dairy
market. But it would keep
the former North Ameri-

can Free Trade Agreement
dispute-resolution  process
that the U.S. wanted to jet-
tison. It offers Canada pro-
tection if Trump goes ahead
with plans to impose tariffs
on cars, trucks and auto parts
imported into the United
States.

NAFTA reduced most
trade barriers in North
America, leading to a surge
in trade between the three
countries. But Trump and
other critics said it encour-
aged manufacturers to move
south of the border to take
advantage of low-wage
Mexican wages.

The new pact will require
regional content of 75 per-
cent for automobiles, and
also that 40 to 45 percent of
vehicles coming to the U.S.
be produced in plants pay-
ing at least $16 per hour.
Mexico’s incoming foreign
relations secretary, Marcelo
Ebrard, said some new regu-
lations may pose challenges
for companies to adapt to.
However, he also said that
“finishing this process of
renegotiation provides cer-
tainty for financial markets,
investment and job creation
in our country.”
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It is everyone’s favorite time of year! The weather is cooling off

and it’s time for the Annual PFOL book sale.

Thursday, October 4: Member Only Preview Sale 7pm - 9pm
Friday, October 5: Public Sale 10am - 8pm
Saturday, October 6: Public Sale 10am - 2pm

then the $1 bag sale is from 3pm - 5pm

Located at the Pendleton Convention Center, 1601 Westgate

Membership: « $10 Student/Senior « $15 Adult « $35 Family
« $50 Patron « $100 Benefactor
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—user bsk713

MS 250 CHAIN SAW
NOW JUST WAS$359.95

$29995 SNW-SRP

participating dealers while supplies last.

“"GREAT SAW. A JOY to own

BG 56 C-E

BUILT IN
RER

18" bar'

HANDHELD BLOWER 5
NOW JUST WAS*179.95  Fasy = Start”

$15995 SNW-SRP

Offer valid through 11/30/18 at
participating dealers while supplies last.
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“The total ease of operating this

TIHL

equipment is far superior from any
others I've owned in the past.”

— user jack65

Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com.

Hermiston
Smitty’s ACE Hardware
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“This is an excellent product. | love this blower.
Easy to use. Powerful. GREAT features.”

JEN NN
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ST LOUIS, MO

BGA 56
BATTERY-POWERED
HANDHELD BLOWER SET

NOW JUST WAS

$17995 $199.95

Includes AK 20 battery and AL 101 charger.

Offer valid

through 11/30/18 at
participating dealers

SNW-SRP  while supplies last.

HSA 45

—user Jerry41

Pendleton
D & B Supply

All'prices are SNW-SRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last. "The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. © 2018 STIHL SNW18-1022-140810-5

BATTERY-POWERED
HEDGE TRIMMER

$1299%

Includes charger and built-in battery.
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"Long lasting battery and plenty of
power to trim very nice and clean!!!”

—user DrEMD
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1845 North 1st
541-567-6816
SmittysEquipment.us

850 Southgate Road
541-276-0102
dbsupplypendleton.com
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