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Sen. Jeff Flake 
changes course 
after elevator 
confrontation

By LISA MASCARO, ALAN 
FRAM, MARY CLARE 

JALONICK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Reversing course, President 
Donald Trump bowed to 
Democrats’ demands Friday 
for a deeper FBI investiga-
tion of Supreme Court nom-
inee Brett Kavanaugh after 
Republican Sen. Jeff Flake 
balked at voting for confir-
mation without it — a sudden 
turn that left Senate approval 
newly uncertain amid allega-
tions of sexual assault.

Kavanaugh’s nomina-
tion had appeared back on 
track earlier Friday when he 
cleared a key hurdle at the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee. But that advance came 
with an asterisk. Flake indi-
cated he would take the next 
steps — leading to full Senate 
approval — only after the fur-
ther background probe, and 
there were suggestions that 
other moderate Republicans 
might join his revolt.

The abrupt developments 
gave senators, the White 
House and millions of Amer-
icans following the drama 
at home hardly a chance to 
catch their breath after Thurs-
day’s emotional Senate hear-
ing featuring Kavanaugh 
angrily defending himself 
and accuser Christine Blasey 
Ford determinedly insisting 
he assaulted her when they 
were teens.

Emotions were still run-
ning high Friday, and protest-
ers confronted senators in the 
halls.

“The country is being 
ripped apart here,” said Flake.

After he took his stance, 
Republican leaders had lit-
tle choice but to slow their 
rush to confirm Kavanaugh, 
whom they had hoped to have 
in place shortly after the new 
court term begins Monday.

Trump quietly followed 
suit, though he had vigor-
ously resisted asking the FBI 
to probe the allegations of 
sexual misconduct by Kava-
naugh, now being raised by 
three women. One day ear-
lier, he had blistered the Sen-
ate process as “a total sham,” 
accused Democrats of a con-
spiracy of obstruction and 
declared on Twitter, “The 
Senate must vote!”

The new timeline puts 
Trump’s nominee in further 
peril and pushes the politi-
cally risky vote for senators 
closer to the November con-
gressional elections. It also 
means that any cases the 
Supreme Court hears before 
a ninth justice is in place will 
be decided by just eight, rais-
ing the possibility of tie votes.

It was clear Republicans 
were still short of votes for 
final Senate approval after 
Thursday’s hearing. They 
convened late into the eve-
ning in a room in the Cap-
itol with various senators, 
including Susan Collins of 
Maine and Lisa Murkow-
ski of Alaska, raising pointed 
questions, according to those 
familiar with the private 
meeting but granted anonym-
ity to discuss it.

Republican leaders said 
— and Trump ordered — 
that the new probe be “lim-
ited in scope.” But there was 
no specific direction as to 
what that might include. Two 
other women besides Ford 
have also lodged public sex-
ual misconduct allegations 
against Kavanaugh.

Democrats have been par-
ticularly focused on getting 
more information from Mark 
Judge, a high school friend 
of Kavanaugh who Ford said 
was also in the room during 
her alleged assault. Judge 
has said he does not recall 
any such incident. In a new 
letter to the Senate panel, 
he said he would cooperate 
with any law enforcement 
agency assigned to investi-
gate “confidentially.”

Kavanaugh issued his own 
statement through the White 
House saying he’s been inter-
viewed by the FBI before, 
done “background” calls 

with the Senate and answered 
questions under oath “about 
every topic” senators have 
asked.

“I’ve done everything they 
have requested and will con-
tinue to cooperate,” said the 
53-year-old judge.

Flake, a key moderate 
Republican, was at the cen-
ter of Friday’s uncertainty. In 
the morning, he announced he 
would support Kavanaugh’s 
nomination. Shortly after, he 
was confronted in an elevator 
by two women who, through 
tears, said they were sexual 
assault victims and implored 
him to change his mind.

“Look at me and tell 
me that it doesn’t matter 
what happened to me,” said 

23-year-old Maria Gallagher, 
a volunteer with a liberal 
advocacy group.

The confrontation was cap-
tured by television cameras.

Soon he was working on 
a new deal with his Repub-
lican colleagues and Demo-
crats in a Judiciary Commit-
tee anteroom.

Flake announced he would 
vote to advance Kavanaugh’s 
nomination to the full Sen-
ate only if the FBI were to 
investigate. Democrats have 
been calling for such a probe, 
though Republicans and the 
White House have insisted it 
was unnecessary. The com-
mittee vote was 11-10 along 
party lines.

Attention quickly turned 

to a handful of undeclared 
senators.

Two other key Republi-
cans, Collins and Murkow-
ski, said they backed the 
plan after they and other 
GOP senators met for an 
hour in Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell’s 

office in the Capitol.
West Virginia Democrat 

Joe Manchin said he sup-
ported Flake’s call for a fur-
ther probe “so that our coun-
try can have confidence in the 
outcome of this vote.”

With a 51-49 majority, 
Senate Republicans have lit-
tle margin for error on a final 
vote, especially given the fact 
that several Democrats fac-
ing tough re-election pros-
pects this fall announced their 
opposition to Kavanaugh on 
Friday. Bill Nelson of Florida, 
Joe Donnelly of Indiana and 
Jon Tester of Montana all said 
they would vote no.

Flake’s vote on final 
approval is not assured either.

Some Republicans still 
resisted the delay but went 
along with the plan that may 
be the only way to salvage 
Kavanaugh’s confirmation.

“I think it’s overkill,” said 
Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah. 
“But they have a right to 
request it.”

The FBI conducts back-
ground checks for federal 
nominees, but the agency 
does not make judgments on 
the credibility or significance 
of allegations. It compiles 
information about the nom-
inee’s past and provides its 
findings to the White House, 
which passes them along 
to the committee. Republi-
cans say reopening the FBI 
investigation is unnecessary 
because committee members 
have had the opportunity to 
question both Kavanaugh and 
Ford and other potential wit-
nesses have submitted sworn 
statements.

Agents could interview 
accusers and witnesses and 
gather additional evidence 
or details that could help 
corroborate or disprove the 
allegations.

FBI to investigate Kavanaugh before vote
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Protesters rally against Supreme Court nominee Judge Brett Kavanaugh as the Senate Judiciary Committee 
debates his confirmation on Friday at the Supreme Court in Washington. 
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“I’ve done everything they have requested and will continue to cooperate”
— Brett Kavanaugh, Supreme Court nominee
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Inspirations,  
the gift shop at St. Anthony Hospital

Located just inside the front entrance to the hospital. 
Open five days a week, Inspirations is staffed by 
generous volunteers, who are happy to help you 
find just what you’re looking for, whether you are a 
visitor, patient or employee. You can find thoughtful 
gifts, greeting cards, spiritual and inspirational 
items, stuffed animals, flowers, toys, snacks and 
refreshments, and special seasonal merchandise.

Profits earned through the operation of the gift shop 
are used to fund scholarships for students pursuing 
an education in healthcare as well as to purchase 
much-needed equipment and supplies for St. 
Anthony Hospital. This year alone $11,000  
in scholarships were given out.

HOURS:
Inspirations is open  

Monday through Friday,  
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

To volunteer please call 541.966.0528

LIVING WELL 
WITH DIABETES

Whether this is a new diagnosis or not, this 
class will assist you with learning more about 
diabetes and its effect on your mind and body. 
Six FREE weekly classes. Attend alone or 
with support person.

Thursdays, Oct 4 thru Nov 8
2:30 – 5:00 pm

Good Shepherd Conference Room 3 & 4

Information or to register 
call (541) 667-3509 

or email 
healthinfo@gshealth.org 

www.gshealth.org 2237 SW Court, Pendleton

 541-276-5053 • www.renataanderson.com

WE HEAR YOU!

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGIST
Working within the community of Pendleton, 
our clinic provides a variety of hearing healthcare 
services including hearing assessments and 
rehabilitation, education, and counseling.

SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON!
You can trust Renata to provide a 
complete hearing evaluation and 
a professional diagnosis of your 
specifi c hearing loss. Call for an 
appointment with Renata today 
and start hearing what you’ve 
been missing.

Pam Wagenaar, 
Administrative AssistantRenata Anderson, MA


