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How 65 women came to
Kavanaugh’s defense

NEW YORK (AP) — It started as a series
of phone calls among old high-school friends
and ended up embroiling 65 women in the
firestorm over a sexual assault allegation that
could shape the Supreme Court.

In a matter of hours, they all signed onto
a letter rallying behind high court nominee
and their high school friend Brett Kavanaugh
as someone who “has always treated women
with decency and respect.” And they signed
up, whether they anticipated it or not, for
becoming a focus of scrutiny themselves.

The powerful strength-in-numbers state-
ment, offered to bolster Kavanaugh’s denial
of a claim that he attacked a girl at a party
during their high school years, has drawn
questions from journalists, social media
skeptics, even Hollywood figures.

How well did the women know him?
How could a statement and 65 signatures
come together so fast after outlines of the
allegation first surfaced publicly? And after
subsequently hearing the details and learning
that his accuser was a woman some of them
knew, do they stand by their declaration?

Yes, say more than a dozen signers who
have since spoken to The Associated Press or
other media outlets.

Trump comforts Carolinas
with hot dogs, hugs

NEW BERN, N.C. (AP) — Eager to show
heart in a moment of crisis, President Donald
Trump handed out hot dogs, hugs and com-
forting words in the Carolinas on Wednesday
as he surveyed the wreckage left by Hurricane
Florence.

With residents still recovering from tor-
rential rains that left widespread destruction
and injury, Trump sought to strike a balance
between comforter and cheerleader, mind-
ful that he has been criticized in the past for
not showing sufficient empathy in the face of
tragedy.

During a packed day, he visited both North
and South Carolina, distributed meals at a
church, walked amid piles of sodden furni-
ture in damaged neighborhoods, offered hugs
and handshakes to residents and discussed the
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President Donald Trump hugs a young man while handing out prepackaged meals
at Temple Baptist Church Wednesday in New Bern, N.C.

response efforts with local and state officials.

“America grieves with you and our hearts
break for you. God bless you,” he said during
a briefing at a marine base in Havelock, North
Carolina. “We will never forget your loss. We
will never leave your side. We’re with you all
the way.”

The emotional words and comprehensive
itinerary stood in contrast with Trump’s trip to
Puerto Rico last year after Hurricane Maria,
when he drew criticism for tossing rolls of
paper towels into the crowd. Or his initial visit
to Houston after Hurricane Harvey, when he
did not meet with any storm victims.

Lawmaker: U.S. Senate staff
targeted by foreign hackers

Foreign government hackers continue to
target the personal accounts of U.S. senators
and their aides — and the Senate’s security
office has refused to defend them, a lawmaker
says.

Sen. Ron Wyden, an Oregon Democrat,
said in a Wednesday letter to Senate leaders
that his office discovered that “at least one
major technology company” has warned an

unspecified number of senators and aides that
their personal accounts were “targeted by for-
eign government hackers.” Similar methods
were employed by Russian military agents
who used them to influence the 2016 elections.

But the senator said the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms, which oversees Senate secu-
rity, informed legislators and staffers that it
has no authority to help secure personal, rather
than official, accounts. A spokeswoman for
the office said it would have no comment.

“This must change,” Wyden wrote in the
letter. “The November election grows ever
closer, Russia continues its attacks on our
democracy, and the Senate simply does not
have the luxury of further delays.”

Koreas summit Kick-starts
stalled nuclear talks with U.S.

WASHINGTON (AP)— A better-than-ex-
pected outcome of the summit between the
two Koreas immediately kick-started stalled
negotiations between Washington and Pyong-
yang, boosting President Donald Trump’s
high-stakes push to get the North to give up
its nuclear weapons by the end of his first term

in office.

But it left open a burning question: Will the
concessions North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un is offering be enough to convince the U.S.
to meet any of his demands?

Trump, characteristically, hailed the result
of the talks in Pyongyang between Kim and
South Korean President Moon Jae-in as “very
exciting” and a sign of “tremendous progress”
in his effort to get North Korea to denuclear-
ize, which Kim agreed to do in vague terms
when he met with Trump himself in Singa-
pore in June.

Diplomacy between the U.S. and North
Korea that had gotten nowhere since the
summit clicked into gear again. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo on Wednesday invited
North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong
Ho for talks in New York next week, during
the annual gathering of world leaders at the
United Nations. North Korean representatives
were also invited to meet with the U.S. envoy
for North Korean policy, Stephen Biegun, in
Vienna “at the earliest opportunity.”

Police: 3 injured, suspect
dead in office shooting

MIDDLETON, Wis. (AP) — A shooter
opened fire inside a Wisconsin software com-
pany on Wednesday, wounding three peo-
ple before responding officers fatally shot
the assailant as workers ran from the office
building or hid inside, according to police and
witnesses.

Middleton Police Chief Chuck Foulke said
officers were alerted to an active-shooter sit-
uation at WTS Paradigm around 10:25 a.m.
Foulke said the suspect was taken to a hospital
after being shot by officers but later died. He
said there were no other suspects in the attack.

Foulke didn’t release details about the
suspect, a possible motive or how the attack
unfolded in Middleton, a city just west of
Madison. He said officers were still conduct-
ing interviews after witnesses and other peo-
ple at the scene were taken in school buses to
anearby hotel.

Judy Lahmers, a business analyst at WTS
Paradigm, said she was working at her desk
when she heard what sounded “like some-
body was dropping boards on the ground,
really loud.”
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FIELD TEST Candidates Wanted

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified to participate in a special Field
Test of new hearing instrument technology being held at a local test site.
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An industry leader in digital hearing devices is sponsoring a product field test in your area next week and they have asked
us to select up to 15 qualified candidates to participate. They are interested in determining the benefits of GENIUS™ 3.0
Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing aid users experience in difficult environments, such as those with background
noise or multiple talkers. Candidates in other test areas have reported very positive feedback so far.

We are looking for additional candidates in Pendleton and the surrounding areas.
Dates: September 20th - 24th

Product Test Site: Hermiston Pendleton
955 SE 4th St. Ste. B, Hermiston, OR 97838. 125 SE Court Ave. Ste. #6., Pendleton, OR 97801
541-716-5092 541-224-8661

In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible performance of these devices, specially trained representatives will be
conducting testing and demonstrations during this special event.

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation, candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam, a painless procedure
that could reveal common hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage to the eardrum, as well as other common
cause of hearing deficiencies.

Qualified Field Test Candidates:
* Live in Pendleton or the surrounding area
* Are at least 55 years of age or older
* Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty, or currently wear hearing aids
» Don’t currently work for a market research company

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test product currently on hand and ready for testing.
We have also been authorized to offer significant discounts if you decide to take the hearing
instruments home. If you choose not to keep them, there’s no risk or obligation of any kind.t

TO PARTICIPATE:
1. You must be one of the first 15 people to call our office Mention Code: 18SeptField
2. You will be required to have your hearing tested in our office, FREE OF CHARGE, to
determine candidacy.
3. Report your results with the hearing instruments to the Hearing Care Specialist over a three
week test period.

FIELD TEST

PARTICIPANTS
Will be tested and
selected same-day.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-come, first-served basis so please call us TODAY
to secure your spot in the Product Field Test.

Participants who qualify and complete the product test will receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com
Gift Card* as a token of our thanks.

AVOID WAITING — CALL AND MENTION CODE: 18SeptField

*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months. While supplies last. Free gift card may be used
toward the purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restaurant.com for details. Not redeemable for cash. Promotional offer available during special event
dates only. tIf you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition. See store for details.




