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Sheriff’s visit to White House goes off toplc with op-ed reply

Matlack and
others traveled

to D.C. to speak
to administration
about immigration

By JAYATI
RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

Morrow County Sheriff
Ken Matlack is back from a
visit to the White House.

Over three days, Matlack
and 43 other sheriffs from
around the United States trav-
eled to Washington, D.C., met
with senators and represen-
tatives, and briefly met with
President Donald Trump, with
the goal of talking about ille-
gal immigration.

Matlack said the pur-
pose of the meeting was not
to reach any conclusions, but
to start trying to understand
how to reform immigration
policies.

“It was more just listen-
ing,” he said of the officials
with whom the sheriffs met.
“I think they’re interested. As
far as ‘how do we get from
here to there, to making some-
thing happen,” 1 didn’t hear
any of that— I don’t have that
authority.”

Matlack  has said. “Sometimes
been a vocal oppo- ’ they weren’t there
nent of illegal | % or weren’t inter-
immigration, and -~ | ested in talking to
said most of the 2 = mf‘ you.”
sheriffsat the event | & Many of the
were, too. He has [ N | sherffs also par-
taken several trips | ) ticipated in an
to the US-Mex- | J " | annual event called
ico border, and has Matlack “Hold their Feet

stated his opposi-

tion to open bor-

ders. He has also said while
he hopes to see habitual crim-
inals deported, he’d like to see
a path to citizenship for some
immigrants.

“The people who have
been here for the longest time,
the most appropriate time — it
could be the DACA people,”
he said. “I’d like to see that
as a talking point.” Matlack
said the group had a round-
table discussion with several
officials, including the direc-
tors of Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement and of Bor-
der Patrol. They also met Vice
President Mike Pence and,
briefly, the president.

He said the sheriffs were
then split into groups, which
went to meet with different
senators and representatives
about immigration.

“Sometimes  the talks
would be pretty short and
sometimes longer,” Matlack

to the Fire Radio

Row,” where radio
hosts from around the U.S.
were broadcasting from Cap-
itol Hill, discussing immigra-
tion policy and interviewing
guests, including some of the
sheriffs. The radio event was
sponsored by the Federation
for American Immigration
Reform. The group sponsored
Matlack’s trip to D.C.

The Southern Poverty Law
Center lists FAIR as a hate
group, a designation Matlack
said he disagrees with.

Matlack said the group did
not spend a lot of time with
the president, but they were
with him when a reporter
asked him about an anony-
mous opinion piece the The
New York Times published
that day, apparently written by
a senior White House official
who claimed they, and others,
were part of a “resistance” in
the White House, attempting
to curb Trump’s impulses and

“It was more just listening
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President Donald Trump responds to a reporter’s question during an event with
sheriffs in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 5.

limit damage.

Trump addressed the piece
when he talked to the sheriffs.
He spent much of his speech
calling the media “dishonest”
and stating that many outlets
would be out of business were
it not for him.

Matlack said he was disap-
pointed that focus was pulled
from the purpose of the meet-
ing— immigration — and that
the writer was anonymous.

“Even your paper doesn’t

a difference for you, taking
the time to meet with you — I
think that’s pretty impressive.”

“There are things I think
he would do better if he just
wouldn’t tweet as often,” Mat-

do that,” he said, speaking of
the East Oregonian.

He stopped short of saying
he agreed with the president’s
statements about the media.

“Do 1 think the media

should be looking into lack said. “But who am I —
things?” he said. “Absolutely, he’s the president. He makes
I support their efforts.” his decisions.”

But he said he doesn’t feel
they’ve been fair to Trump,
either.

“When you get the sense
that someone is trying to make

Contact Jayati Ramakrish-
nan at 541-564-4534 or jra-
makrishnan@eastoregonian.
com.

| think they’re inferested

— Ken Matlack, Morrow County Sheriff
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Man accused 1n fatal DUI back
to jail following ICE arrest

SALEM (AP) — A man
accused of killing a Salem,
Oregon, couple while driv-
ing drunk was on his way
back to jail following
his arrest by deportation
officers.

Eduardo De La
Lima-Vargas, 39, was
taken into custody by U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents when
he left the Marion County
jail after posting bail
Thursday. The Statesman
Journal reports that Mar-
ion County prosecutors
filed a motion to recon-
sider holding him without
bail in order to prevent his
removal from the United
States so he can face pros-
ecution for his alleged
crimes here before being
deported to Mexico.

According to ICE offi-
cials, De La Lima-Var-
gas is a citizen of Mex-
ico residing illegally in the
United States.

Marion County Judge
David Leith ruled in the

described Vargas as smell-
ing strongly of alcohol and
swaying on his feet while
standing. Authorities said
he failed a field sobriety
test and his blood-alcohol
content was at .10 percent
two hours after the crash.

ICE officials said they
are not associated with the
criminal proceedings in
Marion County and would
transfer De La Lima-Var-
gas back into local custody
if Marion County prosecu-
tors filed the appropriate
motion.

Shortly after prosecu-
tors filed the motion, the
judge ordered that De La
Lima-Vargas be trans-
ported back to Marion
County and held without
bail until a new hearing.

prosecutors’ favor, and
De La Lima-Vargas was
en route to Salem from an
ICE detention facility in
The Dalles, Oregon.

De La Lima-Vargas was
first arrested after mid-
night on Aug. 19 on man-
slaughter, DUI and reck-
less driving charges.

According to police,
he was driving his truck
pulling an occupied horse
trailer on Mission Street
near Interstate 5 when
he ran a red light and hit
a motorcycle carrying
Logan Wilson, 34, and Jes-
sica Wilson, 32.

The Wilsons, a mar-
ried couple with several
young children, later died
at Salem Hospital.

Responding officers

Corrections

In Tuesday’s “Round-Up sets another high mark for
tickets,” the day of the Westward Ho! Parade was incor-
rect. The parade happens the Friday of Round-Up week.
The East Oregonian regrets the error.
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