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Trump and Sessions 
spar as Trump rages

WASHINGTON (AP) — Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions punched 
back hard at President Don-
ald Trump’s latest sneering criti-
cism Thursday as their long-run-
ning rift exploded into a public 
smackdown. Trump, concerned 
by the legal downfall of two for-
mer advisers, accused Sessions of 
failing to take control of the Jus-
tice Department, leading Sessions 
to declare that he and his depart-
ment “will not be improperly influ-
enced by political considerations.”

Trump’s anger with Sessions 
boiled over in an interview with 
Fox News in which the president 
also expressed frustration with the 
plea agreement his onetime legal 
“fixer” Michael Cohen cut with 
prosecutors, including implicat-
ing Trump in a crime that Cohen 
admitted. Trump said it might be 
better if “flipping” — cooperating 
with prosecutors in exchange for 
more favorable treatment— were 
illegal because people cooperating 
with the government “just make up 
lies” to get favorable treatment.

In the wide-ranging interview, 
Trump also defended himself 
against talk of impeachment — 
“the market would crash ... every-
body would be very poor” — tried 
to distance himself from Cohen — 
“I would see him sometimes” — 
and said anew that he hadn’t known 
in advance about Cohen’s hush 
money payments to silence women 
alleging sexual relationships with 
the celebrity businessman.

Trump’s latest shots against 
law enforcement came as he 
appeared increasingly vulnera-
ble to long-running investigations 
after this week’s one-two punch of 
Cohen’s plea deal and the convic-
tion of Trump’s former campaign 
chair Paul Manafort.

Trump has spent more than a 
year publicly and privately venting 
over Sessions’ decision to recuse 
himself from the federal Rus-
sia-collusion investigation because 
he’d worked on Trump’s cam-
paign. Trump, who blames that 
decision for the eventual appoint-
ment of special counsel Robert 
Mueller, told “Fox and Friends” 
host Ainsley Earhardt that Sessions 
“never took control of the Justice 
Department and it’s a sort of an 
incredible thing.”

National Enquirer 
hid damaging Trump 
stories in a safe

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
National Enquirer kept a safe con-
taining documents on hush money 
payments and other damaging sto-
ries it killed as part of its cozy rela-
tionship with Donald Trump lead-
ing up to the 2016 presidential 
election, people familiar with the 
arrangement told The Associated 
Press.

The detail came as several media 
outlets reported on Thursday that 
federal prosecutors had granted 
immunity to National Enquirer 
chief David Pecker, potentially 
laying bare his efforts to protect his 
longtime friend Trump.

Trump’s former lawyer Michael 
Cohen pleaded guilty this week to 
campaign finance violations alleg-
ing he, Trump and the tabloid were 
involved in buying the silence of a 
porn actress and a Playboy model 
who alleged affairs with Trump.

Five people familiar with the 
National Enquirer’s parent com-
pany, American Media Inc., who 
spoke to the AP on the condi-
tion of anonymity because they 
signed non-disclosure agreements, 
said the safe was a great source of 
power for Pecker, the company’s 
CEO.

The Trump records were stored 

alongside similar documents per-
taining to other celebrities’ catch-
and-kill deals, in which exclu-
sive rights to people’s stories were 
bought with no intention of pub-
lishing to keep them out of the 
news. By keeping celebrities’ 
embarrassing secrets, the company 
was able to ingratiate itself with 
them and ask for favors in return.

Hurricane Lane 
weaker but pummels 
Hawaii with rain

HONOLULU (AP) — A pow-
erful hurricane unleashed tor-
rents of rain and landslides Thurs-
day that blocked roads on the rural 
Big Island but didn’t scare tourists 
away from surfing and swimming 
at popular Honolulu beaches still 
preparing get pummeled by the 
erratic storm.

Employees of the Sheraton 
Waikiki resort on the famed beach 
filled up sandbags as shuttered 
stores stacked them against the 
bottom of their glass windows to 
prepare for heavy rain, flash flood-
ing and damaging surf on Oahu, 
the most populated island.

Hurricane Lane already lashed 
the Big Island with nearly 20 
inches of rain in nearly 24 hours 
and was moving closer to Hawaii, 
a shift that will put the Big Island 
and Maui “in the thick” of the 

storm, National Weather Service 
meteorologist Melissa Dye said. 
The agency says the storm has 
weakened to a Category 3 but can 
still cause major damage.

The hurricane with winds from 
111 to 129 mph was expected to 
move close to or over portions of 
the main islands later Thursday or 
Friday, bringing dangerous surf of 
20 feet and a storm surge of up to 4 
feet, forecasters said.

Lane was not projected to make 
a direct hit on the islands, but offi-
cials warned that even a lesser 
blow could do significant harm. 
Some areas could see up to 30 
inches of rain.

Anger over Ed Dept. 
mulling federal money 
for guns in schools

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Education Department said 
Thursday that it is weighing 
whether to allow states to use 
federal funds to purchase guns 
for schools, prompting a storm of 
criticism from Democratic law-
makers and educators.

If approved, the plan would 
likely generate a lot of contro-
versy at a time when a string of 
especially deadly school shoot-
ings earlier this year led to the 
rise of a powerful student-led gun 
control movement.

A senior Trump administration 
official told The Associated Press 
on Thursday that the agency is 
reviewing legislation govern-
ing federal academic enrichment 
grants to see if the money can be 
used to procure firearms.

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
the person was not authorized to 
discuss the issue publicly, said 
the bipartisan Every Student Suc-
cess Act, passed in 2015, does not 
expressly prohibit or allow the 
use of Student Support and Aca-
demic Enrichment Grants for the 
purchase of firearms. The official 
said the agency received several 
letters asking it to clarify what 
those funds could be used for and 
began researching the issue.

DeVos, who chairs a fed-
eral commission on school 
safety, has previously said that 
schools should have the option 
to arm teachers. The commis-
sion, formed in the aftermath of 
the school shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, that killed 17 people, has 
been criticized for omitting the 
topic of gun control.

Broke Trump foe 
Michael Cohen 
crowdfunds legal bills

NEW YORK (AP) — Mired in 
financial woes, Michael Cohen is 
sticking his hand out and asking the 
public for help paying for his legal 
defense, and one anonymous donor 
already has ponied up $50,000.

Through his lawyer, Donald 
Trump’s former “fixer” says col-
lecting contributions through a 
GoFundMe page set up after his 
guilty plea this week is the only 
way to ensure the truth comes out 
about the president.

It’s also the latest sign that 
Cohen is broke.

Trump’s former personal law-
yer owes at least $1.4 million to the 
IRS after pleading guilty Tuesday 
to tax evasion, campaign finance 
violations and bank fraud, and 
has racked up millions of dollars 
in debt. Because of his plea, he’s 
being forced to give up his New 
York City taxi medallions, which 
have shrunk in value as Uber and 
Lyft shake up the industry.

“He’s without resources and 
owes a lot of money,” Cohen’s 
lawyer, Lanny Davis, said in a bat-
tery of television interviews on 
Wednesday.

AP Photo/John Locher

A man stands along the beach as waves crash on shore before Hurricane Lane, Thursday, Aug. 23, 
2018, in Honolulu, Hawaii. A powerful hurricane unleashed torrents of rain and landslides Thursday 
that blocked roads on the rural Big Island but didn’t scare tourists away from surfing and swimming 
at popular Honolulu beaches still preparing to get pummeled by the erratic storm.
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