Page 6A East Oregonian

NATION/WORLD

Wednesday, August 22, 2018

States aim to stop release of

3D-printed gun plans on internet

By MARTHA BELLISLE
Associated Press

SEATTLE — A federal
judge in Seattle hearing
arguments over a settlement
that allows a Texas com-
pany to post online plans for
printing 3D guns said Tues-
day the overall issue of such
untraceable plastic weapons
should be decided by the
president or Congress.

U.S. District Judge Rob-
ert Lasnik said he’ll rule by
Monday on the legal issues
involving the settlement
between the company and
the Trump administration.
He added, however, that “a
solution to the greater prob-
lem is so much better suited
to the other two branches of
government.”

Nineteen states  and
the District of Columbia
sued the federal govern-
ment, alleging it reached
a “covert” settlement with
the company, Defense Dis-
tributed, without notifying
Congress or the Department
of Defense about changes it
made to an export act that
prohibited 3D gun plans
from being posted online.

The Austin-based com-
pany is owned by Cody
Wilson, a self-described
“crypto-anarchist” who
opposes restrictions on gun
ownership.

Lasnik granted a restrain-
ing order on July 31 that
blocked the immediate
release of the plans online.
The states want him to make
it permanent.

Washington state Assis-
tant Attorney General Jeff
Rupert argued that the gov-
ernment’s decision to allow
the posting threatens pub-
lic safety and should be
reversed.

Any felon or terror-
ist with a laptop and a 3D
printer could start making
firearms that can’t be seen

ing airports, courthouses,
jails and many government
buildings and schools vul-
nerable, he said.

Lasnik made it clear
that he was frustrated that
he only had a few days to
make decisions on “proba-
bly the most significant case
that I’ve handled as a United
States District Court judge.”

He added, “I really hope
and wish that the executive
branch and Congress would
face up to this.”

More than a dozen mem-
bers of the Washington
Chapter of Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in
America filled half the
courtroom during the hear-
ing wearing red T-shirts.
They later said they agreed
that the answer lies in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“We do believe in the
right to own a gun, but we
also believe in this country
our rights rest of a founda-
tion of shared responsibil-
ity to keep all members of
society safe,” group spokes-
woman Sue Whitecomb
said. “And we believe that

Rupert told the judge
that the U.S. State Depart-
ment put the public at risk
when it made changes to a
list of weapons that could be
exported, opening the door
for the online posting of 3D
gun plans and the settlement
with Defense Distributed.

The federal government
fought the release of the
plans when they were first
posted online in 2013, argu-
ing it was a threat to national
security, Rupert said. That
threat remains despite the
government’s decision to
deregulate 3D gun printing.

Steven Myers, a lawyer
for the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment disagreed, saying it’s
already illegal to possess
plastic guns and the gov-
ernment is fully commit-
ted to enforcing that law.
He argued that the states are
focused on the wrong statute
and the injunction should be
denied.

Lasnik questioned that
logic, asking how the gov-
ernment can be “vigor-
ously” enforcing a law ban-
ning plastic guns but not

undetectable,
guns from being made in the

AP Photo/Eric Gay
In this Aug. 1, 2018, file photo, Cody Wilson, with Defense Distributed, holds a
3D-printed gun called the Liberator at his shop in Austin, Texas.

first place.

“People who don’t have
our best interests in mind
can get these guns,” which
could lead to “shoe bomber”
or “911 situations,” Lasnik

said.

Those who would fail a

untraceable

U.S. Representative
Duncan Hunter,
wife idicted on
corruption charges

SAN DIEGO (AP) —
U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter
and his wife were charged

Tuesday with

than $250,000 in
campaign funds
to finance family
trips to Italy and
Hawaii, golf out-

ings, school

tion, theater tick-

ets — even

food purchases
— and attempt-

ing to disguise

using more

tui-

fast

the

illegal spending in
federal records, prosecutors

said.

A 48-page federal indict-

ment

depicts

the cou-

ple as binge spenders who
over eight years pocketed
a steady stream of dollars
intended for campaign pur-

poses, while

their house-

hold budget was awash in

red ink.

Prosecutors

said the

couple tried to conceal the

spending,

which

ranged

from the banal to lavish, by

background check, such as
mentally ill people or fel-
ons, would be able to make
a gun if they had access to a
3D printer, he said.

“We see children shoot
other children with what
they think are toy guns,” he
said, “and the 3D guns look
even more like toy guns.”

The restraining order
expires on Aug. 28.

The states suing are
Washington, Connecti-
cut, Maryland, New Jersey,
New York, Oregon, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Delaware,
Hawaii, Illinois, lowa, Min-
nesota, North Carolina,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, Massachusetts, Penn-
sylvania and the District of

by a metal detector, leav-

is the job

of Congress.”
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proactively

stopping

the Columbia.

falsifying records.

In March 2015, Hunter
told his wife he wanted to
buy “Hawaii shorts” but ran
out of money, the indictment
said. She told him he should

buy them at a golf pro shop
so they could later describe
the purchase as “some (golf)
balls for the wounded war-
riors,”  accord-
ing to court
documents.

“The  Hunt-
ers spent substan-
tially more than
they earned,”
the  indictment
said. “They over-
drew their bank
account more
than 1,100 times
in a 7-year period resulting
in approximately $37,761 in
‘overdraft’ and ‘insufficient
funds’ bank fees.”

Asked for comment, a
spokesman for Hunter sent
an Aug. 6 letter from Hunt-
er’s attorney, Gregory A.
Vega, to U.S. Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod J. Rosen-
stein asking him to postpone
the indictment.

Vega contended that
there was a “rush to indict.”

There was “politically
motivated” pressure to wrap
up the investigation in order
to tarnish Hunter before the
general election after he
handily won a June primary,
Vega contended.

Facebook

takes down 652
accounts linked to
Russia, Iran

Associated Press

Facebook has identified
and banned more accounts
engaged in misleading
political behavior ahead of
the U.S. midterm elections
in November.

The social network
said Tuesday that it had

removed 652 pages, groups,
and accounts linked to Rus-
sia and, unexpectedly, Iran,
for “coordinated inauthen-
tic behavior” that included
the sharing of political
material.

Facebook has signifi-
cantly stepped up policing
of its platform since last
year, when it acknowledged
that Russian agents suc-
cessfully ran political influ-
ence operations on Face-
book aimed at swaying the

2016 presidential election.
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