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Restaurant busted 
over protected 
tarantula tacos

MEXICO CITY (AP) 
— Fancy a tarantula taco 
for a cool $27? Not so fast, 
Mexican authorities say.

A Mexico City mar-
ket restaurant recently 
put the arachnids on its 
menu and posted a video 
on Facebook showing a 
chef torching one until 
blackened.

The only problem: The 
Mexican red rump taran-
tula is a protected species.

The federal environ-
mental protection agency 
said Tuesday it was 
alerted to the situation via 
social media and seized 
four tarantula corpses that 
were ready to be served up 
on tortillas.

The tarantula tacos 
were apparently on offer 
for 500 pesos, or 50 times 
the price of a basic street 
taco.

Man donates to 
firefighter drive, 
loses ring

G L O U C E S T E R , 
Mass. (AP) — Massa-
chusetts firefighters say 
a man who donated to 
their muscular dystro-
phy drive accidentally 
dropped his wedding 
ring into their boot.

The Gloucester Daily 
Times reports that fire-
fighter Lukas McRobb 
was collecting donations 
in the city on Friday 
when he found the plain 
gold wedding band.

Lt. Kevin Gargan says 
the person met them at 
the fire station later that 
day, telling them “I have 
a funny story ...,” before 
explaining he was the 
one who made the acci-
dental donation.

Gargan says they never 
had anything like that hap-
pen since they started the 
annual donation drive.

Deputies rescue 
women stranded 
on unicorn raft

STARK, Minn. (AP) — 
It was not a fairy tale, but 
a rescue on a Minnesota 
lake did involve a rainbow 
unicorn.

A sheriff’s deputy and 
a reserve deputy from the 
Chisago County Sheriff’s 
Office spotted a group of 
five women on a large, 
inflatable rainbow unicorn 
floating on Fish Lake on 
Saturday.

KMSP-TV reports 
the deputies pulled their 
squad car over and asked 
the women for a photo, 
but noticed the raft was 
stuck in weeds.

One deputy threw a 
rope to the women while 
the other recorded a 
video. 

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Aug. 18-19, 1918
Members of the Oregon Military Police will begin 

guard duty tonight at the warehouses, both in Pendle-
ton and at various towns in the vicinity, including Helix, 
Pilot Rock, Athena and others. As the danger from fire has 
decreased at present because the crops are almost com-
pletely harvested, the men will lessen the fire patrol and 
go on warehouse guard duty. Civilians are requested to 
halt at once if stopped by a guard as it is necessary to take 
all precautions.

50 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Aug. 17-18, 1968
George Kenney of Irrigon has taken out 10 loads of 

early melons and expects to clear enough this year to put 
himself through college for three years. Kenney is a 1968 
graduate of Riverside High School and received a scholar-

ship to Oregon State from Union Pacific Railroad for $200 
for his outstanding work in FFA.

25 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Aug. 17-18, 1993
The fate of nearly 300 spring chinook salmon may be 

resolved today as meetings continue between Indian lead-
ers from the Umatilla and Nez Perce reservations and 
state and federal officials in Portland. The adult salmon 
— hatchery fish that have returned to the Imnaha River on 
the eastern edge of Oregon — will be killed under the Ore-
gon Wild Fish Policy, which restricts the number of hatch-
ery fish allowed to spawn naturally to protect the genetic 
integrity of wild fish. The state wild fish policy allows 
for no more than 50 percent of the fish passed for natural 
spawning above the Imnaha weir near Gumboot Creek to 
be of hatchery origin. Tribal fisheries experts prefer out-
planting the extra fish to spawn naturally in tributaries of 
the Imnaha.

DAYS GONE BY

ODDS & ENDS

OUT OF THE VAULT

On August 18, 1920, 
the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution, guaranteeing 
all American women’s right 
to vote, was ratified as Ten-
nessee became the 36th state 
to approve it.

In 1587, Virginia Dare 
became the first child of 
English parents to be born 
in present-day America, 
on what is now Roanoke 
Island in North Carolina. 
(However, the Roanoke col-
ony ended up mysteriously 
disappearing.)

In 1894, Congress 
established the Bureau of 
Immigration.

In 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson issued his 
Proclamation of Neutrality, 
aimed at keeping the United 
States out of World War I.

In 1938, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt and Cana-
dian Prime Minister William 
Lyon Mackenzie King ded-
icated the Thousand Islands 
Bridge connecting the 
United States and Canada.

In 1954, during the 

Eisenhower administra-
tion, Assistant Secretary of 
Labor James Ernest Wilkins 
became the first black offi-
cial to attend a meeting of 
the president’s Cabinet as 
he sat in for Labor Secretary 
James P. Mitchell.

In 1963, James Meredith 
became the first black stu-
dent to graduate from the 
University of Mississippi.

In 1969, the Wood-
stock Music and Art Fair in 
Bethel, New York, wound 
to a close after three nights 
with a mid-morning set by 
Jimi Hendrix.

In 1976, two U.S. Army 
officers were killed in 
Korea’s demilitarized zone 
as a group of North Korean 
soldiers wielding axes and 
metal pikes attacked U.S. 
and South Korean soldiers.

In 1993, a judge in Sara-
sota, Fla., ruled that Kim-
berly Mays, the 14-year-old 
girl who had been switched 
at birth with another baby, 
need never again see her 
biological parents, Ernest 

and Regina Twigg, in 
accordance with her stated 
wishes. (However, Kim-
berly later moved in with 
the Twiggs.)

In 2001, fire broke out 
at a budget hotel outside 
Manila, killing 75 people.

Today’s Birthdays: For-
mer first lady Rosalynn 
Carter is 91. Movie direc-
tor Roman Polanski is 85. 
Olympic gold medal decath-
lete Rafer Johnson is 83. 
Actor-director Robert Red-
ford is 82. Comedian Elayne 
Boosler is 66. Country 
singer Steve Wilkinson (The 

Wilkinsons) is 63. Actor 
Denis Leary is 61. Former 
Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner is 57. ABC News 
reporter Bob Woodruff is 
57. The former president of 
Mexico, Felipe Calderon, 
is 56. Actor Craig Bierko is 
54. Rock singer and hip-hop 
artist Everlast is 49. Actor 
Christian Slater is 49. Actor 
Edward Norton is 49. Actor 
Malcolm-Jamal Warner is 
48. 

Thought for Today: 
“Memory is more indeli-
ble than ink.” — Anita Loos 
(1888-1981).

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Dear Abby: My husband 
and I are proud parents of 
our first child, a girl. Despite 
his excitement and pride, her 
arrival has caused his child-
hood sexual abuse by his step-
father to resurface with more 
detail than he previously 
remembered. It has reached 
the point that if he isn’t think-
ing about suicide, he’s grilling 
me for reasons why I love him, 
which he doesn’t believe.

He recently told me he’s afraid 
of holding our 4-month-old daugh-
ter or changing her diaper in case he 
does something abusive by mistake. 
Besides constant reassurances and 
encouragement, how can I help the 
man I love when he refuses the outside 
help denied to him as a child? — Wor-
ried Wife In Mississippi

Dear Worried Wife: It is extremely 
important that your husband get pro-
fessional help NOW! What his step-
father did was not his fault. He may 
think he’s unlovable because he some-

how blames himself for what 
happened to him. 

There are at least nine rape 
treatment centers throughout 
the state of Mississippi. Your 
husband needs to go to one 
before he does something to 
hurt himself. If he won’t do it 
for himself, then he should do 
it for the sake of his daughter, 
who needs him, and his wife, 
who adores him.

Dear Abby: I am a 20-year-
old female college student who often 
comes home to sleep because it’s close 
to my job, and it’s my primary resi-
dence during the summer and holidays. 

I love my family very much, but 
I’m having a problem because my 
mother insists on sleeping in my bed 
with me while I’m there. My step-
dad snores incredibly loudly, and he 
refuses to get help. Mom often can’t 
sleep because of it. 

Sometimes he sleeps on the couch 
and she’ll get a reprieve. However, 
several times a week, Mom will sleep 

in my bed. Not only does this disrupt 
my sleep, but I would love to have my 
privacy back. She has tried earplugs, 
but they help only a little bit. How 
can I get my personal space back? I 
would value some advice. — Over It 
In Buffalo

Dear Over It: Because your step-
dad’s snoring can’t be heard from the 
couch, on nights when your mother 
needs to sleep in your bed, why don’t 
YOU take the couch? That way all of 
you can get a good night’s rest. How-
ever, until you are independent and 
able to make other living arrange-
ments, you may have to sacrifice your 
need for privacy in the interest of 
practicality.

P.S. Individuals who have a serious 
snoring problem should let their doc-
tor know, because it could be a symp-
tom of a life-threatening medical con-
dition called sleep apnea. Please tell 
your mother that if her husband’s 
snoring is irregular and he “holds his 
breath” between snores, it shouldn’t 
be ignored.

Daughter’s birth reawakens memories of abuse in dad
DEAR ABBY

Jeanne 
Phillips

Advice

A quartet of youthful businessmen 
spent the summer of 1967 selling items 
of a distinctly creepy nature to their 
friends and neighbors on Pendleton’s 
North Hill.

Brian and Craig French and Larry 
and Kenny Stoddard set up shop and 
displayed their wares on a sunny Aug. 
26, 1967 afternoon for East Orego-
nian reporter Celia Currin in front of 
the French home on Northwest Ingram 
Avenue. 

“We’re sold out of bees,” said one 
small salesman regretfully. But the 
table was still loaded with mosquitoes, 
scorpions, cockroaches, ants, snakes 
and spiders in a variety of colors. They 
even considered special orders.

The bug collection was not only 
being sold by the quartet, but they 
made their own stock in the basement 
of the French home (“the lab”) using a 
kit Brian French got for his birthday. 

“It’s kept the boys busy and content 
all summer,” said Ardyth French. “They 
go downstairs for eight and 10 hours a 
day and just come up for meals.”

The Creepy Crawlers kit came with 
liquid plastic in six colors that is poured 
into molds and baked in a hot plate-like 
oven, then cooled in a bowl of water. 
“You can use them to scare your sis-
ters,” Larry Stoddard offered. “You put 
one in their bed, they go to bed and then 
they scream.”

Do they always scream? 
“Nancy does,” said Larry.

And the boys didn’t stop with creepy 
crawlies. Another kit received by Kenny 
Stoddard for Christmas, Fighting Men 
and All Their Equipment, diversified 
their offerings. Though Mrs. Stoddard 
said a lot of the little pieces, like min-
iature hats, belts and shovels, ended up 
inside the family vacuum cleaner.

Their clientele consisted mostly of 
their families, the neighbors and the 
cleaning lady. The cost? 

“Ah, parents can buy them for any 
price,” said Kenny, though their sign 
asked for two or three cents apiece.

“That means they hope they can get 
a quarter,” laughed Mrs. French.

Young entrepreneurs open ‘scary business’

 EO file photo                 

Kenny Stoddard, Brian and Craig French, and Kenny Stoddard display their 
“scary” wares in August 1967.

AUG 19TH - 24TH

541-567-0272 
2150 N. First St., Hermiston  

$1.00 OFF 
• Lime it Up Juice

• Date Almond Smoothie

Buy 2 Get 1 

FREE!!
All Noelle, Charlie Paige 

& Mud Pie Summer 
Clothing

• Midnight Oil Goat 
Milk Soap

• Bluestone Earrings 
(NEW)

• Kashi Cereals

20% 
OFF

6222 W. John Day • Kennewick, WA 99336 
509-783-2416 • 1-800-890-6485
“Caution: Participation in gambling activity 

may result in pathological gambling behavior 
causing emotional and fi nancial harm.” 
For help, call 1-800-547-6133

Minimum 10 years old with 
parent or guardian.

12:30 & 6:30 SESSIONS

Pull-Tabs and Snackbar

$5.00 BUY-IN (6 ON - 5 UP)

DOUBLE PAY PACKS

SATURDAY EVENING

$1,000 WILL GO!

www.bingoblvd.com
Mon & Thurs: 10:30 & 12:30

Fri.-Sun. 10:30, 12:30, 6:30, 9:30

B I N G O

Boulevar
d

• Homes • Farms • Commercial • Build to Suit

For listings, visit
www.universalrealtyhermiston.com

Serving the world of Real Estate since 1964

541-567-8303 • 1-800-282-9075
universalrealty@eotnet.net

985 N. First St., Hermiston, OR  97838


