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Vatican in ‘shame
and sorrow’ over
new abuse cases

VATICAN CITY (AP)
— The Vatican expressed
“shame and sorrow” Thurs-
day over a scathing Penn-
sylvania grand jury report
about clergy who raped and
molested children in six dio-
ceses in that state, calling the
abuse “criminally and mor-
ally reprehensible” and say-
ing Pope Francis wants to
eradicate “this tragic horror.”

In a written statement
using  uncharacteristically
strong language for the Holy
See even in matters like the
long-running abuse scandals
staining the U.S. church, Vat-
ican spokesman Greg Burke
sought to assure victims that
“the pope is on their side.”

Pope Francis himself
wasn’t quoted in the state-
ment, and there was no
mention of demands in the
United States among some
Roman Catholics for the res-
ignation of Cardinal Don-
ald Wuerl, the archbishop of

Washington.
The grand jury report ical vengeance. Trump said
made public this week he’d had to do “something”

accused the cardinal of help-
ing to protect some molester
priests while he was bishop
of the Pennsylvania city
of Pittsburgh. Wuerl has
defended his actions in Pitts-
burgh while apologizing
for the damage inflicted on
victims.

Burke said the inci-
dents of abuse graphically
documented in the report
were “betrayals of trust that
robbed survivors of their
dignity and their faith.”

Ex-security leaders

about the “rigged” federal
probe of Russian election
interference.

Trump’s admission that
he acted out of frustra-
tion about the Russia probe
underscored his willingness
to use his executive power to
fight back against an inves-
tigation he sees as a threat
to his presidency. Legal
experts said the dispute may
add to the evidence being
reviewed by special counsel
Robert Mueller.

In an opinion piece in
The New York Times, former
CIA Director John Bren-

blast Trump for nan said Trump’s decision,
. announced Wednesday, to
yanklng clearance deny him access to classi-
WASHINGTON  (AP) fied information was a des-
— Former U.S. security perate attempt to end Muel-
officials issued scathing ler’s investigation. Brennan,

rebukes to President Don-
ald Trump on Thursday,
admonishing him for yank-
ing a top former spy chief’s
security clearance in what
they cast as an act of polit-

who served under Presi-
dent Barack Obama and
has become a vocal Trump
critic, called Trump’s claims
that he did not collude with
Russia “hogwash.”
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The only  question
remaining is whether the
collusion amounts to a “con-
stituted criminally liable
conspiracy,” Brennan wrote.

Later  Thursday, the
retired Navy admiral who
oversaw the raid that killed
Osama bin Laden called
Trump’s moves “McCar-
thy-era tactics.” Writing in
The Washington Post, Wil-
liam H. McRaven said he
would “consider it an honor”
if Trump would revoke his
clearance, as well.

Pentagon delays
veterans parade
until at least 2019

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Defense Department
said Thursday that the Vet-
erans Day military parade
ordered up by President
Donald Trump won’t hap-
pen in 2018.

Col. Rob Manning, a
Pentagon spokesman, said
the military and the White
House ‘“have now agreed

to explore opportunities in
2019.”

The announcement came
several hours after The
Associated Press reported
that the parade would cost
about $92 million, accord-
ing to U.S. officials citing
preliminary estimates more
than three times the price
first suggested by the White
House.

According to the offi-
cials, roughly $50 million
would cover Pentagon costs
for aircraft, equipment, per-
sonnel and other support
for the November parade in
Washington.

The remainder would
be borne by other agencies
and largely involve security
costs. The officials spoke
on condition of anonym-
ity to discuss early planning
estimates that have not yet
been finalized or released
publicly.

Officials said the plans
had not yet been approved
by Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis.
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People ride their motorcycle by damaged buildings in the old town of Homs, Syria, Wednesday. The Russian
Defense Ministry said Wednesday it is coordinating efforts to help Syrian refugees return home and rebuild the
country’s infrastructure destroyed by the civil war.

Google clarifies
location-tracking
policy language

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)
— Google has revised an
erroneous description on its
website of how its “Loca-
tion History” setting works,
clarifying that it continues
to track users even if they’ve
disabled the setting.

The change came three
days after an Associated
Press investigation revealed
that several Google apps
and websites store user loca-
tion even if users have turned
off Location History. Goo-
gle has not changed its loca-
tion-tracking practice in that
regard.

But its help page for the
Location History setting now
states: “This setting does
not affect other location ser-
vices on your device.” It also
acknowledges that “some
location data may be saved
as part of your activity on
other services, like Search
and Maps.”

Previously, the page
stated: “With Location His-
tory off, the places you go are
no longer stored.”

The AP observed that
the change occurred mid-
day Thursday, a finding con-
firmed by Internet Archive
snapshots taken earlier in the
day.

Police work to stop
overdoses after 76
fall ill using drug

Police swarmed a Con-
necticut park near Yale Uni-
versity and searched people’s
homes for drugs Thursday
in an effort to prevent more
overdoses from a batch of
synthetic marijuana blamed
for sending more than 70
people to the hospital.

Social workers and men-
tal health professionals also
responded to the New Haven
Green, where most of the
overdoses happened Wednes-
day. Authorities described a
chaotic scene where people
were dropping to the ground
unconscious, others vomiting
and some becoming lethargic.

Officials said 76 people
overdosed Wednesday and 17
more fell ill Thursday. Offi-
cials weren’t certain whether
Thursday’s overdoses
involved the same batch of
“K2” synthetic marijuana.
No deaths were reported,
and most of those brought
to local hospitals have been

discharged.
Synthetic marijuana,
called “spice” and other

names, usually is plant mate-
rial sprayed with chemicals
or other substances that is
sold in small, colorful pack-
ets. It has been blamed for
other mass overdoses across
the country. In May, more
than 50 people in Brooklyn,
New York, overdosed on K2,
none fatally.

Some of the New Haven
victims tested positive for
the powerful opioid fen-
tanyl, also blamed for over-
doses, but authorities believe
this week’s overdoses were
caused solely by synthetic
marijuana.
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