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Bishops accused of brushing off

sexual abuse complaints

By MARC LEVY
and MARK SCOLFORO
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — A
priest raped a 7-year-old girl
while visiting her in the hos-
pital after she had her ton-
sils removed. Another priest
forced a 9-year-old boy into
having oral sex, then rinsed
out the youngster’s mouth
with holy water. One boy
was forced to say confession
to the priest who sexually
abused him.

An estimated 300 Roman
Catholic priests in Pennsyl-
vania molested more than
1,000 children — and possi-
bly many more — since the
1940s, according to a scath-
ing Pennsylvania grand jury
report released Tuesday that
accused senior church offi-
cials, including the man
who is now archbishop of
Washington, D.C., of sys-
tematically covering up
complaints.

The “real number” of vic-
timized children and abusive
priests might be higher since
some secret church records
were lost and some victims
never came forward, the
grand jury said in the report
that is the largest of its kind
in the United States.

U.S. Dbishops adopted
widespread reforms in 2002
when clergy abuse became
a national crisis for the
church, including stricter
requirements for reporting
accusations to law enforce-
ment and a streamlined pro-
cess for removing clerics.
But the grand jury said more
changes are needed.

“Despite  some insti-
tutional reform, individ-
ual leaders of the church
have largely escaped public
accountability,” the grand
jury wrote in the roughly
900-page report. “Priests
were raping little boys and
girls, and the men of God
who were responsible for
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Former priest James Faluszczak, who says he was molested by a priest as a teenag-
er, reacts Tuesday as Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks during a
news conference at the Pennsylvania Capitol in Harrisburg, Pa., Tuesday.

them not only did nothing;
they hid it all.”

Top church officials
have mostly been protected,
and many, including some
named in the report, have
been promoted, the grand
jury said, concluding that “it
is too early to close the book
on the Catholic Church sex
scandal.”

Cardinal Donald Wuerl,
leader of the Washington
Archdiocese, was accused
in the report of helping to
protect abusive priests when
he was Pittsburgh’s bishop
from 1988 to 2006.

Wauerl has disputed the
allegations.

At a Mass held Wednes-
day in Washington on the
feast of the Assumption of
Mary, Wuerl did not address
the accusations against him-
self, but urged parishioners
not to lose confidence in
the church over the “terrible

plague” of abuse.
In nearly every case, the
Pennsylvania grand jury

said, prosecutors found that
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the statute of limitations
has run out, meaning crimi-
nal charges cannot be filed.
More than 100 of the priests
are dead. Many others are
retired or have been dis-
missed from the priesthood
or put on leave.

Authorities charged just
two as a result of the grand
jury investigation, includ-
ing a priest who has since
pleaded guilty, though some
of those named were prose-
cuted years ago.

The investigation of six
of Pennsylvania’s eight dio-
ceses— Allentown, Erie,
Greensburg, Harrisburg,
Pittsburgh and Scranton —
is the most extensive inves-
tigation of Catholic clergy
abuse by any state, accord-
ing to victims’ advocates.
The dioceses represent about
1.7 million Catholics.

Until now, there have
been nine investigations by
a prosecutor or grand jury of
a Catholic diocese or archdi-
ocese in the U.S., according
to the Massachusetts-based

research and advocacy orga-
nization  BishopAccount-
ability.org.

“One thing this is going
to do is put pressure on pros-
ecutors elsewhere to take a
look at what’s going on in
their neck of the woods,”
Terry McKiernan of Bisho-
pAccountability.org said.

The Philadelphia Arch-
diocese and the John-
stown-Altoona Diocese
were not included in the
probe because they have
been the subject of three
previous scathing grand jury
investigations.

As  church  officials
scrambled to defend them-
selves, the state attorney
general’s office said its
hotline for victims had lit up,
fielding more than 150 calls
within 24 hours of the report
becoming public.

Calls to the hotline in
2016 spurred the grand jury
investigation, and Attor-
ney General Josh Shapiro
said the investigation is still
going on.
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