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By MARC LEVY 

and MARK SCOLFORO

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — A 
priest raped a 7-year-old girl 
while visiting her in the hos-
pital after she had her ton-
sils removed. Another priest 
forced a 9-year-old boy into 
having oral sex, then rinsed 
out the youngster’s mouth 
with holy water. One boy 
was forced to say confession 
to the priest who sexually 
abused him.

An estimated 300 Roman 
Catholic priests in Pennsyl-
vania molested more than 
1,000 children — and possi-
bly many more — since the 
1940s, according to a scath-
ing Pennsylvania grand jury 
report released Tuesday that 
accused senior church offi-
cials, including the man 
who is now archbishop of 
Washington, D.C., of sys-
tematically covering up 
complaints.

The “real number” of vic-
timized children and abusive 
priests might be higher since 
some secret church records 
were lost and some victims 
never came forward, the 
grand jury said in the report 
that is the largest of its kind 
in the United States.

U.S. bishops adopted 
widespread reforms in 2002 
when clergy abuse became 
a national crisis for the 
church, including stricter 
requirements for reporting 
accusations to law enforce-
ment and a streamlined pro-
cess for removing clerics. 
But the grand jury said more 
changes are needed.

“Despite some insti-
tutional reform, individ-
ual leaders of the church 
have largely escaped public 
accountability,” the grand 
jury wrote in the roughly 
900-page report. “Priests 
were raping little boys and 
girls, and the men of God 
who were responsible for 

them not only did nothing; 
they hid it all.”

Top church officials 
have mostly been protected, 
and many, including some 
named in the report, have 
been promoted, the grand 
jury said, concluding that “it 
is too early to close the book 
on the Catholic Church sex 
scandal.”

Cardinal Donald Wuerl, 
leader of the Washington 
Archdiocese, was accused 
in the report of helping to 
protect abusive priests when 
he was Pittsburgh’s bishop 
from 1988 to 2006.

Wuerl has disputed the 
allegations.

At a Mass held Wednes-
day in Washington on the 
feast of the Assumption of 
Mary, Wuerl did not address 
the accusations against him-
self, but urged parishioners 
not to lose confidence in 
the church over the “terrible 
plague” of abuse.

In nearly every case, the 
Pennsylvania grand jury 
said, prosecutors found that 

the statute of limitations 
has run out, meaning crimi-
nal charges cannot be filed. 
More than 100 of the priests 
are dead. Many others are 
retired or have been dis-
missed from the priesthood 
or put on leave.

Authorities charged just 
two as a result of the grand 
jury investigation, includ-
ing a priest who has since 
pleaded guilty, though some 
of those named were prose-
cuted years ago.

The investigation of six 
of Pennsylvania’s eight dio-
ceses— Allentown, Erie, 
Greensburg, Harrisburg, 
Pittsburgh and Scranton — 
is the most extensive inves-
tigation of Catholic clergy 
abuse by any state, accord-
ing to victims’ advocates. 
The dioceses represent about 
1.7 million Catholics.

Until now, there have 
been nine investigations by 
a prosecutor or grand jury of 
a Catholic diocese or archdi-
ocese in the U.S., according 
to the Massachusetts-based 

research and advocacy orga-
nization BishopAccount-
ability.org.

“One thing this is going 
to do is put pressure on pros-
ecutors elsewhere to take a 
look at what’s going on in 
their neck of the woods,” 
Terry McKiernan of Bisho-
pAccountability.org said.

The Philadelphia Arch-
diocese and the John-
stown-Altoona Diocese 
were not included in the 
probe because they have 
been the subject of three 
previous scathing grand jury 
investigations.

As church officials 
scrambled to defend them-
selves, the state attorney 
general’s office said its 
hotline for victims had lit up, 
fielding more than 150 calls 
within 24 hours of the report 
becoming public.

Calls to the hotline in 
2016 spurred the grand jury 
investigation, and Attor-
ney General Josh Shapiro 
said the investigation is still 
going on.

Bishops accused of brushing off 
sexual abuse complaints

By JILL COLVIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
abruptly revoked the secu-
rity clearance of ex-CIA 
Director John 
Brennan on 
Wednesday, an 
unprecedented 
act of retribution 
against a vocally 
critical former 
top U.S. official.

Trump also 
threatened to 
yank the clear-
ances of a hand-
ful of individuals, includ-
ing former top intelligence 
and law enforcement offi-
cials, as well as a cur-
rent member of the Jus-
tice Department. All are 
critics of the president or 
are people whom Trump 
appears to believe are 
against him.

Trump in a statement 
denounced Brennan’s 
criticism and spoke anx-
iously of “the risks posed 
by his erratic conduct and 
behavior.” The president 
described his own action 
as fulfilling his “consti-
tutional responsibility to 
protect the nation’s classi-
fied information.”

However, Democratic 
members of Congress said 
it smacked of an “enemies 
list” among fellow Amer-
icans and the behavior of 
leaders in “dictatorships, 
not democracies.” Bren-
nan, in a phone interview 
with MSNBC, called the 
move an “abuse of power 
by Mr. Trump.”

“I do believe that Mr. 
Trump decided to take this 
action, as he’s done with 
others, to try to intimidate 
and suppress any criticism 
of him or his administra-
tion,” he said, adding that 
he would not be deterred 

from speaking out.
Trump’s action, critics 

and nonpartisan experts 
said, marked an unprec-
edented politicization of 
the federal government’s 
security clearance pro-

cess. It also was 
a clear escala-
tion in Trump’s 
battle with 
members of the 
U.S. intelligence 
community as 
the investiga-
tion into Russia 
election med-
dling and pos-
sible collusion 

and obstruction of justice 
continues.

And it came in the mid-
dle of the president’s lat-
est controversy — accusa-
tions of racism by former 
adviser Omarosa Man-
igault Newman and his 
bitter reaction to them. 
Trump’s statement, dis-
tributed to reporters, was 
dated July 26, 2018, sug-
gesting it could have been 
held and then released 
when needed to change 
a damaging subject. 
The White House later 
released a new version 
without the date.

Trump, his statement 
read by his press secre-
tary, accused Brennan of 
having “leveraged his sta-
tus as a former high-rank-
ing official with access 
to highly sensitive infor-
mation to make a series 
of unfounded and outra-
geous allegations, wild 
outbursts on the internet 
and television about this 
administration.”

“Mr. Brennan’s lying 
and recent conduct char-
acterized by increasingly 
frenzied commentary is 
wholly inconsistent with 
access to the nations’ most 
closely held secrets,” 
Trump said.

Trump yanks security 
clearance of ex-CIA 
chief, vocal critic

Brennan

AP Photo/Matt Rourke

Former priest James Faluszczak, who says he was molested by a priest as a teenag-
er, reacts Tuesday as Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks during a 
news conference at the Pennsylvania Capitol in Harrisburg, Pa., Tuesday.
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