COMMUNITY
First state-funded fast-track housing opens

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

Page 6A

PUBLIC SAFETY LOG

MONDAY

6:53 a.m. - An emergency caller reported
a burglary on East EIm Avenue, Hermiston.

8:39 a.m. - Umatilla police dealt with an
at-large dog on Seventh Street.

8:46 a.m. - Hermiston police took a
report of burglary on the 1200 block of
North First Street.

9:27 a.m. - The Morrow County Sheriff's
Office took a report for vandalism at the
Morrow County Agricultural Museum on
Riverside Avenue, Heppner.

10:29 a.m. - A911 caller at the Wilson
Road Mobile Home Park, 600 Wilson Road
S.W., Boardman, reported a resident with
Alzheimer’s accidentally fired a Colt .45
caliber pistol into a neighbor’s window. No
one was injured.

10:44 a.m. - A milk cow wandering for
the last day around West Water Street,
Lexington, drew a call to the Morrow County
Sheriff's Office, in case someone was
looking for it.

10:50 a.m. - A resident on Northwest
Dawn Drive, Hermiston, complained
about a dog barking during the day. Police
responded and issued a warning.

11:19 a.m. - An Irrigon caller on Cedar
Road reported someone left a Doberman
Pinscher that was friendly and not aggres-
sive. He said he fed it for several days and
would like a Morrow County sheriff's deputy
to take the dog.

11:25 a.m. - Hermiston police removed
three bales of hay from the road at North
First Street and East Theater Lane,
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SALEM — The first tenants
of a 180-unit affordable hous-
ing development constructed
with state funding through the
two-year-old LIFT Rental pro-
gram begin moving into their
new homes in Northeast Salem
Wednesday.

The Cornerstone Apartments
on Northeast Portland Road are
the first completed project from
LIFT (Local Innovation and Fast
Track). Another 1,700 units,
funded with LIFT, are under
development in locations ranging
from rural Ontario in Eastern Ore-
gon to urban Portland.

“While we are excited about
this opportunity today, make no
mistake we still have a ton of
work ahead of us,” said Margaret
Salazar, director of Oregon Hous-
ing and Community Services, the
state housing financing agency.
“Housing insecurity is continu-
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Oregon Gov. Kate Brown tours the Cornerstone Apartments, a new affordable housing develop-
ment in Salem.
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Hermiston.
11:54 a.m. - Aman wanted to talk to
Hermiston police about someone who gave
him a letter.

1:40 p.m. - The Umatilla County Sheriff's
Office received a report of a burglary on Joy
Lane, Hermiston.

3:17 p.m. - Pilot Rock police responded
to a disturbance at J & D’s Food Mart, 111
S.W. Birch St., but everything was OK.

3:36 p.m. - The Umatilla County Sheriff's
Office took another report for a burglary, this
time on North Ott Road.

7:39 p.m. - Traner’s Plumbing & Heating,
80611 N. Highway 395, Hermiston, reported
theft of services.

9:25 p.m. - A Heppner resident on
Northwest Gale Street reported someone
got into his home during the day and stole
$80, a pile of checkbooks and more. He
also said he shut his door but had not

locked it.

11:08 p.m. - Hermiston police responded
to a fight on East Catherine Avenue.

ing to impact communities large
and small across the state. But it
is days like today when we have
the honor of welcoming new
residents into their new homes
that we know brick by brick and
development by development we
are making a difference.

“We have more housing in the
pipeline than ever before.”

The Oregon Legislature cre-
ated the program in 2015 with a
goal of quickly providing afford-
able housing units to low-income
families. Lawmakers have appro-
priated $120 million to the pro-
gram since 2016.

Gov. Kate Brown took a tour
of Cornerstone Tuesday and
helped cut the ribbon for the

apartment complex’s grand open-
ing. Brown said she plans to ask
lawmakers for $300 million in
affordable housing, rental assis-
tance and homelessness preven-
tion in her next proposed budget.
That’s roughly the same amount
state lawmakers invested over the
last three and a half years.

The state still needs about
150,000 additional units to catch
up with the influx of population,
Brown noted.

Households earning 60 per-
cent or less of county area median
income are eligible for the units.
In Marion County, that equals
about $39,060 per year for a fam-
ily of four. Applicants with chil-
dren receive priority.

Developers  have bet-
ter chance of winning subsidies
through LIFT if their proposed
development serves rural areas or
communities of color. They also
can improve their odds by offer-
ing on-site social services and
keeping a lower-cost-per-unit
average than other proposals.

Mountain West received about
$5.7 million in loans from OHCS
to build Cornerstone.

Rents range from $630 for a
studio to $920 for a three-bed-
room apartment.

A one-bedroom apartment in
Salem averaged $693 per month
in 2010. By 2017, a one-bedroom
cost about $1,044 — a more than
50 percent increase, according to

Zillow.

Under its contract with the
state, Mountain West must keep
the affordable rents for a period
of 30 years. The developer can
extend the contract to 60 years in
exchange for forgiveness of the
state loan.

The development costs aver-
aged about $137,900 per unit,
which is about half of the aver-
age development cost per unit for
projects funded through the fed-
eral low-income tax credit devel-
opment program, said Ariel Nel-
son, spokeswoman for OHCS.

“It looked like an expensive
unit, and it’s very affordable for
low-income families,” Brown said
after a tour of the development.

COMING EVENTS

Court Ave., Pendleton. Regional band will perform a free concert for all
ages. Concessions available for purchase. (541-276-8100)

VEGAN/SUSTAINABLE LIVING POTLUCK SUPPER, 7 p.m., loca-
tion varies, Pendleton. Bring a vegan dish and recipe. Gluten-free friendly
group. Call to RSVP and for driving directions. (541-969-3057)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16

EARLY MORNING BASKETBALL, 6-7 a.m., Pendleton Recreation
Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. All ages. Free. (Casey Brown
541-276-8100)

SAFE DRIVER CLASS, 8:45 a.m.-4 p.m., Hermiston Public Library,
235 E. Gladys Ave., Hermiston. Learn valuable defensive driving skills
and get a refresher on rules of the road. Cost is $15 for AARP members
(bring your card) or $20 for non-members. Lunch break is provided; lunch
is on your own. Pre-registration is requested. (Lou Bisson 541-989-8141)

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME, 10:15-11 a.m., Pendleton Public Li-
brary, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Stories and activities for young

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15

STANFIELD SENIOR MEAL SERVICE, 12 p.m., Stanfield Commu-
nity Center, 225 W. Roosevelt, Stanfield. Cost is $3.50 for seniors, $6 for
others. (541-449-1332)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL SERVICE, 12-1 p.m., Pendleton Se-
nior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or $6 for those
under 60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks, Second Time Around thrift store
9a.m. to 1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (Tori Bowman
541-276-5073)

ADVENTURE TIME STORY TIME, 2-3 p.m., Hermiston Public Li-
brary, 235 E. Gladys Ave., Hermiston. Stories and activities for develop-
mentally disabled children and adults. Free. (541-567-2882)

ADULT BEGINNERS’ COMPUTERS, 3-4 p.m., Pendleton Public
Library meeting room, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Registration is
required. Classes tailored to the needs of the attendees. (54 1-966-0380)

WEDNESDAYS IN THE PARK, 6 p.m., Roy Raley Park, 1205 S.W.

children. (541-966-0380)

PRESCHOOL STORY AND CRAFT TIME, 10:30 a.m., Mllton-Free-
water Public Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave., Milton-Freewater. (Lili Schmidt
541-938-8247)

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL SERVICE, 12 p.m., Our Lady of An-
gels Catholic Church parish hall, 565 W. Hermiston Ave., Hermiston.
Cost is $4 for adults, free for children 10 and under, $4 for Meals on
Wheels. Extra 50 cents for utensils/dishes. Bus service to parish hall by
donation. (541-567-3582)

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL SERVICE, 12 p.m., Boardman Senior
Center, 100 Tatone St., Boardman. Cost is $4 for seniors 55 and over or
$5 for adults. (541-481-3257)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL SERVICE, 12-1 p.m., Pendleton Se-
nior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or $6 for those
under 60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks, Second Time Around thrift store
9a.m. to 1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (Tori Bowman
541-276-5073)
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