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Putter helps Kansas 

golfer hit 64 at  

PGA Championship 

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

ST. LOUIS — Gary Wood-
land fell in love with Bellerive 
when he first played it a month 
ago. It’s a big golf course that 
would play into the hands of 
a power player. It would be 
soft from the stifling heat and 
humidity of summer, allowing 
him to be aggressive.

Woodland delivered 
his best performance in a 
major Thursday at the PGA 
Championship.

All because of his putter.
Once he settled down 

while playing before so many 
family members and friends, 
the Kansas-bred Woodland 
ran off seven birdies and 
made five putts from 15 feet 
or longer for a 6-under 64, 
giving him a one-shot lead 
over Rickie Fowler in an 
opening round that otherwise 
went as advertised.

Keep it in the fairway, and 
low scores were available.

Woodland led 47 play-
ers who broke par, with 15 
players were separated by 
three shots at the top. Tiger 
Woods was not among them 
because he was in thick grass 
and at the bottom of a pond 
early on before rallying to 
salvage a 70.

“If you can ball-strike 
your way around this golf 
course, you’ll walk off think-
ing it’s pretty simple,” Jason 
Day said after a 67. “If you 
struggle a little bit off the tee, 
then it obviously makes it 
harder.”

Fowler missed only three 

fairways and putted for birdie 
on all but two holes for his 65 
in the morning.

Woodland is built like a 
player who grips and rips it, 
but the grip that mattered the 
most was on his putter. After 
starting work at the British 
Open with European-based 
putting specialist Phil Ken-
yon, Woodland decided to 
put an oversized grip on his 
putter Tuesday at Bellerive.

The stroke suddenly felt 
easy. It looked easy.

He holed a 15-foot par 
putt on No. 5 — “It’s the first 
time I’d seen a putt go in,” he 
said — and Woodland was 
on his way. Even sweeter 
was playing in front of 100 
faces he recognized from 
home in Kansas — playing 
in Missouri, of all places.

“This is as close as I’ll ever 
play to home,” he said. “So 
it’s nice to have the support.”

Fowler played in the 
morning, when the greens 
were slightly smoother, and 
made five birdies over his 
last 11 holes for a 65. It was 
an important start for Fowler, 
who turns 30 this year and 
already is regarded as among 
the best without a major. The 
closest he has come to such 
a trophy is celebrating those 
won by his friends.

“It’s not something I 
necessarily worry about,” 
Fowler said. “Keep putting 
ourselves in position, get in 
contention ... we have had 
plenty of runner-ups. Jack 
(Nicklaus) had a lot of run-
ner-ups. We’ll just keep beat-
ing down that door.”

Two-time major cham-
pion Zach Johnson and Bran-
don Stone of South Africa 
were at 66.

Dustin Johnson reached 5 
under until a few wild drives 
on the back nine cost him. 
The world’s No. 1 player had 
to settle for a 67, along with 
Jason Day, Justin Rose and 
eight other players.

It was more of a struggle 
for Woods, drenched in so 
much sweat that he changed 
shirts after 12 shots — that 
was only two holes and a 
tee shot. He had to make an 
8-foot putt to escape with 
bogey on No. 10, and then 
dumped a wedge into the 
water for double bogey on 
No. 11. Woods was 3 over 
through seven holes, and 
then clawed his way back to 

even par.
“A lot of things could hap-

pen. Not a lot them were posi-
tive,” Woods said. “But I hung 
in there and turned it around.”

Defending champion Jus-
tin Thomas let a good start 
slip away. He didn’t make a 
putt outside a few feet over 
the last 12 holes and shot 
69. Jordan Spieth, in his sec-
ond crack at the career Grand 
Slam, opened with a double 
bogey and finished two bad 
swings off the tee that sent 
him to a 71.

The secret was simple: 
Avoid the rough.

Woodland, who played 
college basketball for one 
year at Washburn as a fresh-
man before switching to golf 
at Kansas, is among the most 
powerful, athletic figures in 
golf. He had 145 yards to the 
front on No. 5 and couldn’t 
get it to the green.

“Pretty nasty,” he said.
For Woodland, success in 

the big events has been hard to 
find. He still hasn’t registered 
a top 10, and he hasn’t con-
tended in any tournament since 
winning the Phoenix Open 
more than six months ago.

The frustration was in the 
short game, and Woodland 
finally had enough at the Brit-
ish Open when his manager 
hooked him up with Kenyon. 
They worked briefly at Car-
noustie, last week at Fires-
tone, and Woodland is start-
ing to see the results.

His longest putt was from 
45 feet down the hill at No. 
11, followed by a 25-footer 
on the next hole. He finished 
off his round with a 20-foot 
birdie putt on the par-3 16th, 
and then a pitch-and-run to 
tap-in range after reaching 
the front of the green in two 
on the 591-yard 17th.

Woodland feels at home in Missouri

AP Photo/Charlie Riedel

Gary Woodland walks to the 15th green during the first round of the PGA Champi-
onship golf tournament at Bellerive Country Club, Thursday in St. Louis. 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — A brief look at Thursday’s first round at the 
PGA Championship:
LEADING: Gary Woodland at 6-under 64.
TRAILING: Rickie Fowler (65) was one shot behind, with Bran-
don Stone and Zach Johnson another shot back.
HEADLINER: The course was packed in the morning for a 
threesome including Rory McIlroy, Justin Thomas and Tiger 
Woods. Woods opened with a bogey and double bogey, but 
fought back to finish at even par.
SHOT OF THE DAY: Zach Johnson chipped in from 50 feet 
for birdie on the ninth hole, as part of a stretch of four birdies 
over five holes.
THE COLOR YELLOW: Fowler donned a bright yellow shirt, 
and several players pinned yellow ribbons to their hats, in 
honor of Aussie golfer Jarrod Lyle, who died Wednesday after 
a long bout with leukemia.
KEY STATISTIC: None of the 156 players made an eagle on 
opening day. There are two par 5s at Bellerive.
NOTEWORTHY: Club pro Matt Dobyns opened his round 
with three straight birdies, but broke his 4-iron on a tree root 
in the rough on No. 5 en route to a triple bogey. He finished at 
6-over 76.
QUOTEWORTHY: “As you know, I sweat a lot.” — Woods, in 
discussing why he changed shirts after two holes on a muggy 
day in St. Louis.
TELEVISION: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. (TNT).

PGA Championship at a glance
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We accept:
211 S.E. Byers Ave.

Pendleton, OR 97801

333 E. Main St.

Hermiston, OR 97838

East Oregonian

EASTERN OREGON

marketplace

READY TO MOVE INTO. Great views overlooking 
the Columbia River. 1907 Sq Ft - 3 B/R, 2 Bath 

1998 Triplewide on 2.23 irrigated acres from W.E.D. 
Water rights. 768 Sq Ft, 4 Car Garage with newer 

metal roof. MLS#18245394  541-276-0931

$189,995AUG. 12TH • 1PM-4PM

OPEN HOUSE

KAL GARTON
Principal Broker

Accredited Land Consultant
ALC, GRI, ARC, E.M.S

541-443-2113 • 541-969-7358
LLC

27295 RILIE LN, Umatilla, OR 97882

501 Open Houses 501 Open Houses

504 Homes for Sale

$175,000- Super tidy home! 
Bathrooms and kitchen remod-
eled.  Hardwood floors, gas log
fireplace, newer windows and 
sidings.  Trex deck, garden area, 
detached garage.  Dori 541-310-
1001 cell.  #18173717

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Asssociates
541-276-0021  

REDUCED- Pilot Rock RANCH 
Style Open  kitchen/ living#
18683772-3 bed 2 bath stucco 
with new deck outback for your 
summer fun--Douglas St--$123
500 Call Kerry 

541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave  

Selling or Buying a property?
If you are thinking of selling or 
buying a home, call for a free 
consultation.  Days or evenings, 
7 days a week.

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

(541-379-8690)

We have sold our Pendleton list-
ings.  If you are thinking of sell-
ing your home call today for a 
free consultation.  Days or eve-
nings, 7 days a week.

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

504 Homes for Sale

NEW LISTING
3 B/R 1 BATH WITH FAMILY 
ROOM AND BONUS ROOM
MINUTES FROM PENDLETON,  
$113,600.  CALL CATHY FOR 
MORE INFO. (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931     

Find the House on your list--
Speak with Kerry to access all 
homes in the area. Look for the 
Big Blue Arrow on SW Court and 
drop by or call 

541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave    

 

YOUR DREAM HOME
is right here in the Classifieds!
Check our real estate listings.

$337,900- 3.6(m/l) acres.  Wa-
ter rights.  1 level, 2034 sf(m/l) 
home.  Great kitchen/ island 
and high-end range (pro-
pane).  Large covered patio/ hot 
tub.   Vicki 541-969-9441 cell.  
#18520023

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Asssociates
541-276-0021  

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

Looking for a 3 or 4 bedroom 
home? Looking for a garage or 
Shop? Call Kerry at Turn Here 
Realty to find the one on your 
wishlist. 

541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave  

Thinking of selling or buying a 
home? I am happy to help with 
all your real estate needs and I 
am available evenings, week-
ends and holidays to accommo-
date your busy schedule. Also 

available on short notice. Call 
Carolyn Rovier

Ranch-N-Home Realty 
541-786-0822 

Thinking of selling? Prices are 
climbing as well as the interest 
rates, it is a great time to sell 
as the inventory is limited. Free 
market analysis available, call 
me today to schedule an ap-
pointment. 

Carolyn Rovier
Ranch-N-Home Realty  

541-786-0822

TURN HERE REALTY ---Look 
for the big blue arrow on SW 
Court and drop by to find all your 
Real Estate Needs. Access to 
all listings for your convenience. 
Free market analysis to list your 
home at the right price. 

Call Kerry
541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

504 Homes for Sale

Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to aa larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470         

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

360 Garage Sales

Lots of glass from collection and 
misc.

513 SW 10th St. Pendleton 
Friday and Saturday  

August 10 and 11 
8am - 4pm  

Good Samaritan
Moving Sale

Everything must go

Everything is yard sale 
priced.

541-276-6671

21 Frazer Ave 
(Bowman Building) 

Pendleton. 
Friday August 10
4:00 - 7:30 PM

Saturday, August 11 
8:30AM - 2PM  

YARD SALE! 
Friday August 10th and 
Saturday August 11th

8 am to 4 pm 
No Early Sales 

Women’s Clothing 
Toys 

Free Pile 
Multi-Family, Furniture, 

Household Items, 
1309 SW 2nd,  Pendleton.  

ESTATE SALE
Antiques, furniture, (bedroom, 
living room), canning supplies, 
dishes, glassware, tools, power 
tools, garden tools and supplies, 
lamps, lamp shades, desk, office 
equipment and supplies, watch-
es, jewelry, toolboxes, cameras, 
binoculars, sewing accessories, 
upholstery fabric, Christmas 
decor, linens (embroidered and 
crochet), hats (cowboy and 
straw), bullet proof glass, adjust-
able beds, power chair, clocks, 
art, violin, keyboard, bookcas-
es, luggage, crystal and silver 
serving dishes, cast iron pots 
and pans, record albums, sil-
verware, electronics, bath chair, 
Yakima rack, carnival glass, ‘88 
Lance 11 ft pickup camper.   

1206 SW 21st Pendleton. 
Friday and Saturday  

August 10 and 11 
9am - 3pm  

NO EARLY SALES

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

151 Event Tickets

FOR SALE
Round-Up tickets for everything: 
Concert, PBR and Rodeo.
Call for more info (541)429-1026 

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

Beautiful 27 foot, 2010 Nash, 
Wide Body Travel Trailer, Model 
27E.
$12,500 or best offer.
Near New Condition: Inside/
Outside. Only used once.
Queen and Twin/Full bunk 
bedrooms, full couch bed and 
dinette bed. Trailer designed 
and built in Oregon, for north-
west weather with insulated and 
heated holding tanks.
Call Erik for more details at 541-
934-2072 (2p.m.-10p.m.).

360 Garage Sales

YARD SALE
Multi-Family

Furniture, appliances, glass-
ware, sporting goods, plumbing, 
electrical, bikes, etc.

72456 Hwy 395 S Pendleton. 
1/4 mile past Les Schwab, 

on the right. 
Saturday - Sunday  8am-??  

Multi-family sale, kids tween 
and teen clothes (Justice 
brand), books, shoes, furni-
ture, desks, futon bunk bed, 
bikes, sports equipment, rab-
bits & hutches, and more! 

43603 SW Meadow Dr. 
Pendleton

Saturday 8/11  8am - 3pm  

No Early Sales Please

104 Special Notices

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

See local events at:

easternoregonevents.com

Eastern Oregon 
Events

You can 

find your 
dream home

Check out our 
Real Estate Listings

in the Classifieds

CALL 1-800-962-2819

to advertise here!


