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Parade float springs into foster family fundraiser

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

People who enjoy horsing around
are encouraged to buy a raffle ticket for
a chance to win a rocking horse created
with a heavy-duty truck spring.

Sales from tickets will benefit the
Department of Human Services Child
Welfare program’s foster parent and child
fund. It will provide additional money
that’s used for special events for local
foster parents and foster kids, said Mar-
vin Hamilton, a DHS certifier.

“I thought adults would love one of
these things,” Hamilton said. “It’s very
sturdy and stable. I bounced around pretty
good on it during the fair parade.”

Hamilton made it with assistance from
Jason Bremner, for the DHS float during
the Umatilla County Fair parade. Hamil-
ton named the creation Brando, which is
painted to look like an Appaloosa.

Created with metal work and fabrica-
tion, the rocking horse is approximately
4 feet long. The spring was donated by
Hagerman Inc. in Umatilla.

Raffle tickets are $20 each and can be
purchased by asking for a DHS certifier at
offices in Hermiston, Pendleton and Board-
man. In addition, people can see Brando by
stopping by the department’s fair booth this
week at Eastern Oregon Trade and Event
Center, 1705 E. Airport Road, Hermiston.
Tickets also will be available for purchase
in Booth 32 in EOTEC’s main building.
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Brando, a heavy-duty rocking horse created for the DHS Child Welfare parade
float, will be raffled off to benefit the organization’s foster parent and child fund.

Brando, Hamilton said, also will make
an appearance during the Main Street
Cowboys Dress Up Parade, which is Sat-
urday, Sept. 8 at 10 a.m. in downtown
Pendleton. The drawing will be a week
after that, he said.

DHS Child Welfare, Hamilton said,
is looking at hosting a winter event that

COMING EVENTS

offers foster families an opportunity to
get out of the house and have fun. They
envision providing food and bouncy
houses, face painting, games and other
indoor fun to help alleviate cabin fever.
For more information, contact Ham-
ilton at 541-567-2253 or marvin.hamil-
ton@dhsoha.state.or.us.
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YELLOWHAWK TRIBAL HEALTH CENTER
GRAND OPENING, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Yellow-
hawk Tribal Health Center, 46314 Timine Way,
Pendleton. Ribbon cutting, open house, guided
tours and healthy refreshments. Free, but RSVP
requested to NewYellowhawk@ Yellowhawk.org.
(Kaeleen McGuire 541-240-8727)

MEDICARE 101, 1-3 p.m., Milton-Freewater
Public Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave., Milton-Free-
water. Learn the basics of Medicare benefits,
how to enroll and the costs, types of financial
help available and where to go for help. Free,
but pre-registration requested. (shiba.oregon@
oregon.gov 503-947-7302)

CRAFTERNOONS, 4:15 p.m., Pendleton
Public Library, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Drop in for a group or individual craft project. All
ages. (541-966-0380)

JAMIE MCLEOD-SKINNER MEET-AND-
GREET, 5-6 p.m., private home, 728 S. Colum-
bia St., Milton-Freewater. Meet the congressional
candidate running for Greg Walden’s seat. Free.

WALK HERMISTON, 5:30 p.m., Riverfront
Park, Southwest 23rd St., Hermiston. No fee,
includes T-shirt, website access, fitness tips and
results. Registration requested. (541-567-5521)

LADIES NIGHT OUT, 6-8 p.m., Abby’s Pizza,
828 Southgate, Pendleton. Meet other ladies for
food, fun and fellowship. Pizza and salad is pro-
vided. (Terri Hardcastle 541-276-6417)

PENDLETON EAGLES TACOS AND BIN-
GO, 6 p.m., Pendleton Eagles Lodge, 428 S.
Main St., Pendleton. Regular packet $10, special
packet $5. Proceeds donated to local charities.
Public welcome. (541-278-2828)

INSIDE OUTSIDE THE LINES ADULT COL-
ORING, 6-7:30 p.m., Irrigon Public Library, 490
N.E. Main St., Irrigon. Materials provided. Bring
snacks to share. (541-922-0138)

PENDLETON KNITTING GROUP, 6 p.m.,,
Prodigal Son Brewery & Pub, 230 S.E. Court
Ave., Pendleton. (541-966-0380)

STORY AND CRAFT TIME, 6:30 p.m., Mil-
ton-Freewater Public Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave.,
Milton-Freewater. For elementary school-age
children. (541-938-8247)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8

EARLY MORNING BASKETBALL, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. All ages. Free. (Casey Brown
541-276-8100)

BABY & ME LEARN & PLAY, 10-10:45 a.m.,
Hermiston Public Library back entrance, 235 E.
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. Engaging children and
getting them excited about music, improving motor
skills and sparking creativity while supporting early
literacy development. For children ages newborn
to 4 years and parent/guardian. (541-567-2882)

STORY TIME, 11:15 a.m., Hermiston Public
Library, 235 E. Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-

TUESDAY AFTERNOON & EVENING

567-2882)

STANFIELD SENIOR MEAL SERVICE, 12
p.m., Stanfield Community Center, 225 W. Roo-
sevelt, Stanfield. Cost is $3.50 for seniors, $6 for
others. (541-449-1332)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL SERVICE, 12-1
p.m., Pendleton Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St.,
Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or $6 for those under 60.
Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks, Second Time Around
thrift store 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels,
call 541-276-1926. (Tori Bowman 541-276-5073)

MEDICARE 101, 1-3 p.m., Umatilla Public LI-
brary, 911 Seventh St., Umatilla. Learn the basics
of Medicare benefits, how to enroll and the costs,
types of financial help available and where to go
for help. Free, but pre-registration requested.
(shiba.oregon@oregon.gov 503-947-7302)

ADVENTURE TIME STORY TIME, 2-3 p.m,,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E. Gladys Ave., Herm-
iston. Stories and activities for developmentally dis-
abled children and adults. Free. (541-567-2882)

ADULT BEGINNERS’ COMPUTERS, 3-4
p.m., Pendleton Public Library meeting room,
502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Registration
is required. Classes tailored to the needs of the
attendees. (541-966-0380)

WEDNESDAYS IN THE PARK, 6 p.m., Roy
Raley Park, 1205 S.W. Court Ave., Pendleton.
Regional band will perform a free concert for all
ages. Concessions available for purchase. (541-
276-8100)
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Town halls offer nuclear weapons
workers information

A pair of community resource events for nuclear
weapons workers and their families are being held
in eastern Washington.

The Cold War Patriots present the town hall
meetings to provide information about the Energy
Employees Occupational Illness Compensation
Program Act. Anyone who worked at the Han-
ford Site or any other nuclear weapons facility
is invited to attend. Representatives will present
information about financial and medical benefits
available, and guide people through the process of
proving the connection between their workplace
exposure and their illness.

The regional gatherings, which are free and
include refreshments, are:

*Wednesday at 10 am. and 2 p.m. at Red
Lion-Columbia Center, 1101 N. Columbia Center

*Thursday at 10 am. and 2 p.m. at Red
Lion-Hanford House, 802 George Washington
Way, Richland.

The morning sessions are for people who
have already applied for EEOICPA benefits and
have either been awarded a U.S. Department of
Labor white medical benefits card or have a pend-

ing claim. The afternoon gatherings are for those
who haven’t yet applied for benefits or who have
applied but their claims have been denied.

For more information, visit www.coldwarpatri-
ots.org or call 888-903-8989.

Aquatic center schedule updated
HERMISTON — The schedule for the Hermis-
ton Family Aquatic Center for August 13-25 was
listed incorrectly in the Summer Activity Guide
published by Hermiston Parks and Recreation.
During that two-week period, Lap Swim and
Water Walking will be offered Monday through
Thursdays from noon to 1 p.m., and also from 7-8
p.m. On Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays those
activities will be offered from noon to 1 p.m. only.
For more information, contact the parks depart-
ment at 541-667-5018 or the aquatic center at
541-289-7665.

Driving course cruises into
Hermiston

HERMISTON — Motorists can receive a
refresher on the rules of the road and learn more
about defensive driving skills during an upcoming
AARP Driver’s Safety class.

While the course is geared for those who are
age 50 or older, any driver can attend the class.
The course meets Thursday, Aug. 16 from 8:45
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Hermiston Public Library, 235
E. Gladys Ave. People are responsible for their

own lunch during a provided break.

The cost is $15 for AARP members or $20 for
non-members. Upon successful completion, driv-
ers may receive a discount on their insurance. To
pre-register, call Lou Bisson at 541-989-8141.
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