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A fire that started at the 
intersection of highways 730 
and 207 burned toward Hat 
Rock State Park on Friday, 
shutting down the only road 
in and out of the park for 
more than an hour.

Residents of a nearby 
trailer park were told that 
they might need to leave 
their homes as fire crews 
worked to contain the blaze 
on Hat Rock Road.

“Right now the winds are 
favorable,” Umatilla County 
Fire District Battalion Chief 
Corey Gorham said shortly 
after 12:30 p.m., “but if they 
shift, we’ve talked about it 
going into the trailer park.”

Crews opened the road 
back up to traffic in and out of 
the park a little before 1 p.m.

Umatilla Rural Fire Pro-
tection District Chief Steve 
Potts said the cause of the 
fire was thought to be a cig-
arette butt tossed from a win-
dow, but that was still being 
investigated. 

He said he estimated the 
fire burned about 20 acres.

Hat Rock resident John 
Rodriguez arrived from work 
and discovered he couldn’t 
get to his house because of 
the road closure.

“Nobody’s home, but 
I have pets,” he said. “I’m 
worried about them.”

Highway 730 was 
blocked intermittently after 
the fire began about 11:30 
a.m. Crews from Umatilla 
County Fire District, Uma-
tilla, Echo, Boardman and 
Irrigon were among those 
responding. The fire started 
close to the highway in some 
brush to the west of the park, 
and moved over a hill into 
the park.

Around the same time 
Friday afternoon, there was 
a fire in Umatilla at Highway 
730 and Scaplehorn Road. 
Umatilla Rural Fire Protec-
tion District was able to man-
age that fire, and it was out 
within about 20 minutes. 

Potts said the cause of that 
fire was still unknown.  
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Portland residents got a taste of 
the sweet life Friday as the city of 
Hermiston and Greater Hermiston 
Area Chamber of Commerce gave 
away 500 Hermiston watermelons in 
under 20 minutes.

Nate Rivera, superintendent of 
Hermiston Energy Services, was 
one of the city staff on hand and said 
there was a line starting an hour and 
a half before the giveaway began in 
Portland’s Pioneer Square. The event 
also included a seed-spitting contest 
between Hermiston and Portland 

officials, won this year by Hermis-
ton chamber board chair Paul Keeler.

Some years Hermiston has also 
given away other types of produce, 
but this year stuck to Hermiston’s 
signature crop, donated by Walchli 
Farms and Bellinger Farms.

The tradition started with former 
Hermiston mayor Frank Harkenrider 
in the 1980s and stopped in 2007 
before being resurrected in 2015. 
Its aim is to build goodwill between 
the two cities and give their leaders 
a chance to get to know each other 
and discuss issues both communities 
face.

500 watermelons given away to Portlanders

By EVE BYRON

The Missoulian

The Pendleton man 
caught on video while 
harassing a bison in Yel-
lowstone National Park ear-
lier this week was arrested 
Thursday in Glacier National 
Park.

Raymond Reinke, 55, 
actually scored a trifecta, 
managing to get cited in 
three national parks during 
the past week. It was a com-
bination of drawing atten-
tion to himself, coordination 
among the park rangers and 
a little bit of luck that culmi-
nated in his arrest.

“This isn’t an everyday 
occurrence that this team-
work happens, but it does 

when we have opportunities 
like this,” said Lauren Alley, 
a spokesperson for Glacier 
National Park. “Our rangers 
do take this very seriously.”

Reinke was first arrested 
by officers at Grand Teton 
National Park on July 28 for 
an alleged drunk and disor-
derly incident. After spend-
ing the night in the Teton 
County Jail, he was released 
on bond.

Three days later, Reinke 
was in Yellowstone National 
Park, where a vehicle in 
which he was a passenger 
was stopped for a traffic vio-
lation. According to park 
officials, Reinke appeared to 
be intoxicated and argumen-
tative, and they cited him for 
not wearing his seatbelt.

Park officials 
said they believe it 
was after this traf-
fic stop that Reinke 
encountered the 
bison as vehicles 
stopped to let it 
walk down the road. 
In a video that’s 
since gone viral and 
sparked outrage 
internationally, a man who 
officials said is Reinke can 
be seen wearing blue shorts, 
a turquoise shirt, and white 
socks without shoes.

The man walked toward 
the bison, which at that point 
was ambling down the side 
of the road. He waved his 
arms like a matador, and the 
bison charged at him. The 
man ran in a circle while 

the bison stood 
in the road, and 
waved his arms 
again, prompting 
the bison to charge 
at him again. The 
video cuts away 
as people are yell-
ing “No! No!” and 
“Oh my god! Get 
out of there!”

Eventually, the bison 
walks away.

Numerous visitors 
reported the wildlife harass-
ment, and rangers found 
Reinke later that evening and 
issued a citation for a court 
appearance. At that point 
they hadn’t seen the video, 
but once they learned of his 
history and saw the “egre-
gious nature of the wild-

life violation,” his bond was 
revoked.

Reinke had told rangers 
he was planning to travel to 
Glacier National Park, and 
officers issued a “be on the 
lookout” alert for his vehicle. 
While they were searching, 
rangers also responded to a 
disturbance at the Many Gla-
cier Hotel where two guests 
were arguing in the dining 
room.

It just so happened that 
Reinke allegedly was one of 
the people arguing.

He was arrested on federal 
charges and taken to Mam-
moth Hot Springs, where 
he made an initial appear-
ance in U.S. District Court 
Friday morning. Altogether, 
he faces five charges includ-

ing being under the influence 
of alcohol to a degree that 
endangers himself or oth-
ers; interference/resisting; 
making unreasonable noise; 
storing an open container of 
an alcoholic beverage in a 
motor vehicle; and disturb-
ing wildlife.

He remains jailed, with 
his next hearing set for 11 
a.m. Aug. 8.

Yellowstone National 
Park Superintendent Dan 
Wenk praised the work of 
the rangers.

“We appreciate the col-
laboration of our fellow 
rangers in Glacier and Grand 
Teton national parks on this 
arrest,” Wenk said. “Harass-
ing wildlife is illegal in any 
national park.”

Bison baiting leads to man’s arrest in Glacier National Park

Reinke

Pilot Rock looks 
to get free legal 
advice

PILOT ROCK — Pilot 
Rock could join a pilot pro-
gram to receive free legal 
advice.

The League of Oregon 
Cities developed the pro-
gram to run from the July 1 

this year until July 30, 2019, 
to provide up to 10 hours 
of legal advice for free to 
small cities in Eastern Ore-
gon. That advice comes with 
some limitations, including 
no representation at public 
meetings or help with law-
suits. Even so, Pilot Rock 
city recorder Teri Bacus in 
a memo to the city council 
stated participating in the 

program would save the city 
hundreds of dollars.

The city council meets 
Tuesday staring at 7 p.m. 
and will consider whether 
the city should join the pro-
gram. The council also will 
consider annexing property 
on Northwest Elder Street 
so the owners can hook 
up to city sewer and water 
services.

HERMISTON

Staff photo by Jayati Ramakrishnan

Flames devour brush near Hat Rock State Park.

Contributed photo by Nate Rivera 

Hermiston city and chamber staff prepare to hand out watermelons at Pioneer Square in Portland.

Contributed photo by Nate Rivera 

Hermiston city councilor Manuel Guti-
errez hands a watermelon to a Port-
land resident in Pioneer Square.

Fire closes Hat Rock entrance

like and Share our Facebook posting and you II be entered into two drawings for a Paradox 
or Gwen Stefani frame of your choice up to $200 value each Drawing on 8/31/18 

CHRISTOPHER ROBIN [PG]
4:50 7:20 9:50

     

THE SPY WHO DUMPED ME [R]
4:20 7:00 9:40

       

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - 
FALLOUT [PG13]
3:40* 6:50 10:00

TEEN TITANS GO! 
TO THE MOVIES [PG]
5:00 7:10 9:20 

SKYSCRAPER [PG13]   

4:10 6:40 9:30

       

8/6-7
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie • 8/8 • 12pm
The Sound of Music

 
$5 Children’s Classic Movie • 8/8 • 10am  

Fantastic Mr. Fox 
Free Small Popcorn & Small Soda

2237 SW Court, Pendleton

 541-276-5053 • www.renataanderson.com

WE HEAR YOU!

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGIST
Working within the community of Pendleton, 
our clinic provides a variety of hearing healthcare 
services including hearing assessments and 
rehabilitation, education, and counseling.

SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON!
You can trust Renata to provide a 
complete hearing evaluation and 
a professional diagnosis of your 
specifi c hearing loss. Call for an 
appointment with Renata today 
and start hearing what you’ve 
been missing.

Pam Wagenaar, 
Administrative AssistantRenata Anderson, MA

`

2801 St. Anthony WayPendleton, OR. 97801 • www.sahpendleton.org

LifeSteps® Weight  
Management Program

Are you frustrated with dieting and regaining weight?

Are you tired of strict or expensive diet plans that you can’t stick with?

Are you ready to change behaviors that prevent weight loss?

If so, The LifeSteps® Weight Management Program is for you!

THIS PROGRAM:
• Is led by a Registered Dietitian  • Provides group support

• Helps you design your own plan  • Builds confidence week after week
• Does not require buying special food Products

Christine Guenther, RD, LD

All participants must attend 
Orientation on 

Tuesday, August 14th 
from 5:30-6:30 PM 

Conference Room 4 at St. Anthony Hospital. 
*Orientation is a requirement to enroll in the program.  

18 spots available. 
 Weekly sessions will be on 

Tuesdays, from 3:00-4:00 PM, 
August 28th to December 11th. 

• Fee: $100 
(due the week after Orientation)  

Dietitian • (541) 278-3235

CHRISTOPHER ROBIN [PG]
11:50* 2:20* 4:50 7:20 9:50

     

THE SPY WHO DUMPED ME [R]
1:40* 4:20 7:00 9:40

       

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - 
FALLOUT [PG13]
12:30* 3:40* 6:50 10:00

TEEN TITANS GO! 
TO THE MOVIES [PG]
12:40* 2:50* 5:00 7:10 9:20 

SKYSCRAPER [PG13]   

1:30* 4:10 6:40 9:30

       

8/3-5
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie • 8/8 • 12pm
The Sound of Music

 
$5 Children’s Classic Movie • 8/8 • 10am  

Fantastic Mr. Fox 
Free Small Popcorn & Small Soda


