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Boardman man 
faces charges for 
May shooting

HERMISTON — Alex 
Luis Ahumada of Boardman 
pleaded not guilty Wednes-
day to assault and other 
charges stemming from the 
shooting of a man in May in 
Hermiston.

Ahumada, 33, was 
in Umatilla County Cir-
cuit Court, Hermiston, to 
face charges of first-de-
gree assault, two counts of 
unlawful use of a weapon 
and one county of felon 
in possession of a firearm. 
The state alleged Ahumada 
on May 19 shot and injured 
Carlos Antonio Ramirez, 27, 
of Hermiston.

Police captured Ahu-
mada on May 23 after he 
barricaded himself inside 
a Boardman home. He has 
been in the county jail since.

The grand jury handed 
up the charges July 26 after 
hearing from police and 
other witnesses, including 
Ramirez, according to the 
indictment. 

Circuit Judge Dan Hill set 
Ahumada’s bail at $500,000. 
The next hearing in the case 
is Aug. 13. 

Court records also show 
Ramirez has two cases 
pending in Umatilla County 
for second-degree theft. The 
state alleges Ramirez stole 
merchandise worth $100 or 
more from the Hermiston 
Walmart on June 23, July 7 
and July 10. 

Umatilla County 
bans all open 
burning

PENDLETON — Uma-
tilla County is banning all 
open burning, including 
agricultural burning, until 
further notice.

County commissioners 
voted 3-0 for the ban at their 
regular meeting Wednesday 
morning in Pendleton. The 
ban goes into effect Wednes-
day at noon.

Gina Miller, liaison to 
the county’s smoke man-
ager committee, told the 
county board that fire season 
is stretching the resources of 
local agencies.

Several big fires have 
burned in the county, and 
the Lake Wallula Fire that 
started Sunday along U.S. 
Highway 730 near Juni-
per Canyon. The last report 
Tuesday indicated the 

fire burned almost 12,500 
acres and was 96 percent 
contained.

Miller also said this is the 
second time in the past 12 
years the county has banned 
all open burning. However, 
she added, grass seed farm-
ers can seek an exemption.

Safely dispose of 
meds in Heppner

HEPPNER — South 
Morrow County resi-
dents now have a place to 
safely dispose of unused 
medications. 

The Morrow County 
Sheriff’s Office announced 
that it has set up a collection 
unit at its Heppner office at 
325 Willow View Drive. 
The box will allow residents 
to anonymously deposit 
unused prescription medica-
tions, prescription ointments 
and liquids, over-the-counter 
medications, vitamins and 
pet medications.

The new collection box 
is a partnership between the 
sheriff’s office and Mor-
row County Health District. 
The box aims to reduce ille-
gal sales of drugs, acciden-
tal consumption by children 
and animals, and improper 
disposal of the drugs, such 
as flushing them down the 
toilet or sink.

Certain items cannot 
be dropped off at the box, 
such as illegal drugs, hydro-
gen peroxide, inhalers, ther-
mometers, needles, hazard-
ous items, aerosol cans or 
non-prescription ointments, 
lotions or liquids.

Remington 
Christensen excels 
in competitions

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

To the electronic beat 
of “Pressure” by Until The 
Ribbon Breaks, Reming-
ton Christensen moved flu-
idly through leaps, flips, 
pirouettes and no-hand 
cartwheels. 

He made it look ridicu-
lously easy.

The judges noticed, giv-
ing the Pendleton teen a 
score of 91 for his jazz 
dance routine, missing the 
top spot by 0.6 points. The 
performance came during 
last weekend’s Tremaine 
Dance Convention and 
Competition in Las Vegas, 
an event that draws some of 
the nation’s most talented 
dancers. 

Along with the sec-
ond place honor, he won a 
scholarship to next year’s 
competition. 

Christensen, 16, dances 
for Pendleton High School’s 
Rhythmic Mode and the 
Esprit National Dance 
Team. His coach is Debbie 
Kishpaugh, owner of Junior 
Jam Dance.

Christensen started 
learning his routine, a mix-
ture of jazz and contem-
porary moves, a year ago. 
He took the routine to two 
other competitions (Onstage 
New York and the Spot-
light Dance Cup) and scored 
highest in his category in 
both of them.

Last year, Remington 
and his sister Terika took 
first in their division with a 
routine designed to honor 

their grandfather, Lawrence 
Wolfgram, who died of can-
cer in 2015.

Remington’s mother, 
Wendy Christensen, called 
her son a natural who only 
in the last couple of years 
started testing his limits. 

“Debbie (Kishpaugh) 
used to get really mad at 
him,” Wendy said. “She 
could see his potential, but 
he’d just go dance. In the 
past two years, he’s invested 
a lot more time and energy 
into dance. It really matters 
to him.”

Remington said he trains 
about five hours each week 
focusing on choreography 
and technique. He called 

dance a way to push himself, 
but also a haven.

“It’s a getaway for me if 
I’m having a rough day,” he 
said. “I know I can go dance 
and let all my emotions go.”

This summer, he won a 
spot at the Backhausdance, 
a four-day intensive dancing 
experience at Chapman Uni-
versity. In vying to become 
part of the contemporary 
dance company, he included 
a video of himself danc-
ing ballet and another of 
the jazz/contemporary solo. 
He and his fellow dancers 
started out each day with 
Pilates to strengthen their 
cores and then spent the 
days learning choreography, 

dancing and performing. 
At Tremaine, winning 

the scholarship might have 
been his most impressive 
feat. The 200-or-so com-
petitors first danced a ballet 
routine together. Fifty of the 
dancers moved on to learn 
a jazz/combination rou-
tine. Thirty were dismissed. 
Judges watched the final 20 
all weekend and awarded 
scholarships to four. This 
is the third time Remington 
has won.

The PHS junior hopes to 
dance in college. 

———
Contact Kathy Aney at 

kaney@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0810.

Dancer finds his rhythm
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Remington Christensen, of Pendleton, dances July 27 at the Tremaine Dance Con-
vention and Competition in Las Vegas. 

Morrow 
County 
sheriffs save 
man from 
burning boat

IRRIGON — The Mor-
row County Sheriff’s Office 
rescued a man from a burn-
ing boat on the Columbia 
River.

John A. Bowles, county 
undersheriff and emer-
gency manager, in a writ-
ten statement said multiple 
911 callers Tuesday at 5:26 
p.m. reported flames erupt-
ing from a boat one mile 
east of the Irrigon Marina. 

Morrow County person-
nel found fire fully engulf-
ing the craft. Sheriff Ken 
Matlack and marine deputy 
Mike Cahill responded with 
Irrigon ambulance person-
nel onboard to treat the boat 
operator, Raymond Howey 
Jr., who had burns on his 
legs but otherwise was OK.

The Umatilla Fire 
Department used a boat 
with a water pump to extin-
guish the fire. Howey 
refused additional treat-
ment. The county is stor-
ing the burned-out boat in 
Irrigon.

Bowles called the 
response a “great exam-
ple of agencies work-
ing together to protect the 
public.”

Photo courtesy of Morrow County Sheriff’s Office

A fire destroyed a boat Tuesday in the Columbia River near Irrigon.

PENDLETON

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

A rock crusher, garbage 
truck, and the road depart-
ment are among the things 
spurring an Aug. 28 recall 
election of Wheeler County 
Commissioner Robert 
Ordway. 

Fossil resident Ava Terri 
Hunt filed a petition to recall 
Ordway with the Wheeler 
County Clerk’s Office on 
July 10. In her statement 
justifying the recall, Hunt 
accused Ordway of profes-
sional mismanagement. 

Her complaints included 
selling a rock crusher for 
less than its value, buying a 
garbage truck with no title, 

not participating in various 
committees, and abstain-
ing from voting on “critical 
matters” before the Wheeler 
County Court, including a 
$2 million grant for a fiber 
optic project. 

Hunt had until Oct. 8 to 
collect 123 signatures from 
Wheeler County voters, but 
she returned to the clerk’s 
office two weeks later with 
151 valid signatures. 

With the recall initiated, 
Ordway had the option of 
resigning his seat. Instead, 
he decided to keep his posi-
tion and sent a letter of 
justification. 

“Vague, misleading 
assertions on the petition 
are inconsistent with facts 

and demonstrate a disregard 
for the truth,” he wrote in a 
letter received by the clerk’s 
office on Monday. 

Ordway argued that the 
court collectively decided 
on how to sell the rock 
crusher, the garbage truck’s 
title is held by the Wheeler 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
his duties as road depart-
ment head took priority 
over committee meetings 
in Prineville or The Dalles, 
and his concerns about the 
fiber optic project weren’t 
addressed to his satisfaction. 

“I have met challenges 
head-on, and worked to 
put the tax payers first,” he 
wrote at the end. 

Wheeler County voters 

will now decide whether to 
let Ordway finish his term 
through 2020 or remove 
him from office during a 
special Aug. 28 recall elec-
tion. County Clerk Ali-
cia Hankins said she didn’t 
know how much the elec-
tion would cost, but a pre-
vious recall election cost 
$2,500. While the county 
will have to cover the elec-
tion’s costs, Hankins said 
she usually budgets for an 
extra election every year 
just in case. 

If Ordway is recalled, 
Hankins said the court 
would have 30 days from 
the time the election is cer-
tified to chose his replace-
ment. Because it’s a parti-

san position,  the Wheeler 
County Republican pre-
cinct committee will sub-
mit three to five Republi-
can candidates for the court 
to consider for appointment, 
although the court can con-
sider additional people if the 
committee cannot deliver at 
least three names. 

The upcoming recall 
election continues a trend 
of political upheaval in 
Oregon’s least populated 
county. 

Wheeler County vot-
ers recalled former County 
Judge Patrick Perry in 2016 
following accusations that 
included being a part of a 
romantic relationship with 
an employee he supervised. 

Under Wheeler County’s 
form of government, the 
county judge oversees juve-
nile and probate court while 
chairing the three-person 
board of commissioners. 

More recently, Wheeler 
County Sheriff Chris Hum-
phreys announced in June 
that he intended to resign 
and was giving the court 
four to six months to find a 
replacement. 

Along with Humphreys, 
the office’s three full-time 
deputies and one part-time 
employee will also exit the 
law enforcement agency. 

———
Contact Antonio Sierra 

at asierra@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836.

Wheeler County commissioner faces recall election 
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Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie • 8/8 • 12pm
The Sound of Music

 
$5 Children’s Classic Movie • 8/8 • 10am  

Fantastic Mr. Fox 
Free Small Popcorn & Small Soda

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE -  
FALLOUT (PG13)
6:50 

       3:40*  10:00

TEEN TITANS GO!  
TO THE MOVIES (PG)
4:50  7:20  9:30

THE EQUALIZER 2 (R)
3:50*  6:40  9:20

SKYSCRAPER (PG13)
4:40  7:00  9:40

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP 
(PG13)
4:30  7:10  9:50
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www.paralegalalternatives.com  

Complete Preparation Includes: 

Children ·Custody ·Support ·Property ·Bills Division  

     legalalt@msn.com                 503-772-5295 
 

     
Divorce in  
1-5 weeks  
Possible!  

legalalt@msn.com                 503

$155 
 

DIVORCE 
NO Court Appearances 

AARP AUTO INSURANCE 
FROM THE HARTFORD

TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE 

HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-888-609-0560

Blazing fast Internet is available and can be yours with Spectrum Internet™ With speeds starting at 60 Mbps

 

MOFE HD CHANNELS,
FASTEF INTEFNET AND 
UNLIMITED VOICE.

SPECTFUM INTEFNET™
AS LOW AS

$2999
/per mo.
for 12 mos
when bundled*

 

• Speeds up to 60Mbps
• Unlimited data – no data caps

125+ CHANNELS

UNLIMITED CALLING

UP TO 60MBPS

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

855-613-2321
*Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and Voice is $89.97/mo. for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Available Internet speeds may vary by 

address. WiFi: Equipment, activation and installation fees apply. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. 

Services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. All Rights Reserved. ©2017 Charter Communications.

$8997
/mo each
for 12 mos
when bundled*from

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAYTM

TV, INTERNET AND VOICE

FREE DENTAL DAY 
11:00am -7:00pm, August 2nd, 2018 

First come first serve.
For patients with no insurance. 

Emergency care Only.

1100 Southgate, Suite 3, Pendleton OR 97801
541.276.5272


