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Supreme Court ruling in union

dues impacts Oregon case

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM — An Oregon
state employee and a labor
union have reached a settle-
ment over her lawsuit seek-
ing payback of obligatory
union fees, marking the first
refund of forced fees since
the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in late June that gov-
ernment workers can’t be
required to contribute to
labor groups, the employee’s
lawyers said Monday.

Debora Nearman, an
employee of Department of
Fish and Wildlife, said in
her lawsuit filed in April in
federal court that the state’s
practice of forcing her to pay
fees to fund union activity
violated her First Amend-
ment freedoms on religion,

and even led a campaign
against her husband when
he ran as a Republican can-
didate for the state Legisla-
ture. Nearman is a member
of a state-wide bargaining
unit represented by SEIU but
doesn’t belong to the union.

The National Right to
Work Legal Defense Foun-
dation, which was involved
in both the Supreme Court
case and Nearman’s, is han-
dling some 200 other cases
across the country, includ-
ing a class-action lawsuit in
California by 30,000 state
employees, said Patrick
Semmens, the group’s vice
president.

If the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals rules in
favor of the plaintiffs in the
California case, they stand to
be refunded more than $100

expression, assembly, and million, Semmens estimated.
the right to petition. Melissa Unger, execu-

She also said the Service tive director of SEIU Local
Employees International 503 in Oregon, said the

Union, or SEIU, opposes her
political and religious views;

union chose to settle Near-
man’s lawsuit rather than

go through a costly and
time-consuming legal battle.
“The  settlement we

limitations prevented her
from recovering earlier pay-
ments, Semmens said.

entered into last week was The Supreme Court ruling
about being the best’stew- on June 27 involved Illinois
ards of our members’ dues state government worker

money as possible, period,”
Unger said in a statement.

The Oregon branch of
the nationwide SEIU claims
72,000 members who work
in state, local government,
nonprofit  agencies and
higher education. Its spokes-
woman, Jill Bakken, said the
Supreme Court’s ruling that
eliminated obligatory fees
has led to a drop in mem-
bership “well within our
expectations.”

“While we’re not sure
what the long-term impacts
will be yet — the case is still
relatively new — we’re very
encouraged,” Bakken said.

Nearman, whose husband
Mike Nearman is a mem-
ber of the Oregon House
of Representatives, will be
refunded $3,000 she paid
over two years. A statute of

Mark Janus, who argued
that everything unions do,
including bargaining with
the state, is political and
employees should not be
forced to pay for it.

“The Janus case said it
violates public employees’
First Amendment rights to
be forced to fund a labor
union,” Semmens said.
“This (Oregon) case takes
the precedent and follows it
to its logical conclusion.”

The fact that SEIU spent
$53,260 to oppose Mike
Nearman’s candidacy by
campaigning against him
and distributing fliers that
disparaged him “it’s a vivid
example of why people fre-
quently don’t want to fund a
labor union,” Semmens said.

SEATTLE (AP)
An endangered orca that
spends time in the waters
of the Pacific Northwest is
still carrying her dead calf
one week after it died.

Experts with the Whale
Museum on San Juan
Island have been monitor-
ing the 20-year-old whale,
known as J35, since her
calf died shortly after birth
Tuesday. For days now, the
whale has been balancing
the dead calf on her fore-
hand or pushing it the sur-

Michael Weiss/Center for Whale Research via AP

In this photo taken July 24, a baby orca whale is
being pushed by her mother after being born off the
Canada coast near Victoria, British Columbia.

Orca carries dead calf for
week during ‘deep grieving’

face of the water.

Jenny Atkinson, the
museum’s executive direc-
tor, says the orca was still
carrying her dead calf on
Monday afternoon.

Atkinson says the orca
and her pod are going
through “a deep grieving
process.”

The calf was the first
in three years to be born
to the dwindling popula-
tion of endangered south-
ern resident killer whales.
There are only 75.

Portland homeless shelter project already over budget

PORTLAND (AP)
A push to open a homeless
shelter in downtown Port-
land, Oregon, has run into
budget issues over the cost
of cleaning up the site where
it’s planned.

Soil at location
beneath the  Broadway
Bridge is contaminated from
nearby railroad tracks and
must be covered with a pro-
tective cap estimated to cost
$170,000, according to city

the

documents.

Lisa Marandas,
director of Oregon Harbor
of Hope, said the develop-
er-run nonprofit overseeing
the project has blown past
its $100,000 budget for site
cleanup and spent “in the
$600,000 range.

“The costs are starting
to rise and we’re looking at
every avenue we can,” she
told Portland’s develop-
ment commission at its July
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in April that he had donated
$1.5 million for the proj-
ect. A spokesman for Boyle

ing the shelter would open
this fall. Marandas said they
are still hoping to make that
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meeting. declined to comment Friday, deadline.
deputy Mayor Ted Wheeler said The Oregonian/OregonLive So far, no work has
he is aware of the issue. reported. started to erect structures.
Columbia  Sportswear Project backers set an A representative  of
CEO Tim Boyle announced aggressive timeline, say- Wheeler signaled the city

will cut its losses if the proj-
ect doesn’t work out.

“We’re not going to
throw good money after
bad if it doesn’t pen-
cil, it doesn’t pencil,” Berk
Nelson, a senior adviser to
Wheeler, told the develop-
ment commission.
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