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Coaching a new generation

Big River Golf Course
Junior Camp wraps up its
ninth year

By BRETT KANE
East Oregonian

MATILLA — Big River Golf
Course was filled with enthusi-

astic parents, coaches and aspir-

ing young golfers on Friday morn-

ing for the ninth annual Junior Camp
Tournament.

The tournament, played by kids aged

6-14, is part of a summer program that

July 23-27 and were instructed by high
school golf coaches, course employees
and volunteers on how to swing, chip
and putt. At the end of the week, their
newfound skills were put to the test in
the two-hour tournament that awarded
first- and second-place winners in each
of its age-based categories.

This year’s turnout doubled that of
last year’s thanks to a newly acquired
partnership with Hermiston Parks &
Recreation, which handled registration
duties.

“We wanted a bigger reach than
we’ve had before and we knew they
could provide that,” said Megan Olsen,

they’re the future of the sport.”

On the day of the tournament, fami-
lies and volunteers, including approxi-
mately 10 head coaches from local golf
programs, flocked the greens to cheer
the kids on. At the end of the day, 27
first- and second-place prizes were
awarded, including three ties.

Prizes this year included Adi-
das sports gear, golf bags, and emo-
ji-themed golf balls for the younger
kids. Buckets of golf balls were also
awarded to motivate participants to
keep their game going beyond their
involvement in the Junior Camp.

“Golf is awesome, and it’s amazing

follows a week-long camp that teaches
kids the essentials of the game. More
than 50 kids met every morning from

get more involved with

one of the owners of the Big River
Golf Course. “We wanted to grow and

the same way,”
the youth —

to see younger generations who feel
said Scott Bow, who
coaches at Umatilla High School.

“I'd love to come back and do this every year”
— Scott Bow, Umatilla High School coach
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A junior golfer follows through on a shot
during Big River Golf Course’s Junior Golf
Camp Tournament on Friday.

SEAHAWKS FOOTBALL

Sweeping changes leave Wagner,
Wright as veteran voices

By TIM BOOTH
Associated Press

RENTON, Wash. — Bobby
Wagner reacted as though he was
hoping the question would come.

With all the changes on the
Seattle Seahawks defense — the
leaders, the voices, the veterans
no longer around — will there be
a new focus on a group of line-
backers that at times has seemed
underappreciated?

“It has always been about the
guy in the middle,” Wagner said
emphatically. “So for me, it’s not
no different because that’s how
I look at it, but from the outside
maybe it is different because those
guys are gone and you guys are
looking for someone who is going
to be that leader. Y’all ain’t got to
look. You’re looking at the guy
right here. I will be that guy and
we’re going to be fine.”

Snorts shorts

Alabama signs Saban
to 8-year extension

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) —
Alabama coach Nick Saban still
reigns supreme over college football
— in national titles and annual pay.

The university announced a new
eight-year deal Friday worth at least
$74.4 million, which would appear
to make Saban again college foot-
ball’s highest-paid coach based on
annual salary.

The agreement runs through the
2025 season, boosting his aver-
age annual pay to $9.3 million if he
sticks around for the duration.
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Seattle Seahawks strong safety Bradley McDougald (30) and line-
backer Bobby Wagner (54) run an agility drill with teammates.

And with that, any question
about who the leading voice is
on Seattle’s defense was quickly
answered.

For most of the past half-de-
cade, Seattle’s highly regarded

defense was defined by the sec-
ondary with the catchy nickname
and the flashy personalities. From
there, attention often shifted to the

See SEAHAWKS/3B

Bell seeking rare 3rd straight win

NEWTON, Iowa (AP) —
Christopher Bell has been one
of NASCAR’s rising young
stars for the past few years.

Over the past few weeks,
Bell and the Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing No. 20 car has been so hot
that he’s threatening to put
his name in some pretty select
company.

Bell, a 23-year-old OKla-
homa native and an Xfinity

series rookie, has won each of

the last two races. He heads
into Saturday-night’s race at

MARINERS BASEBALL
Calhoun, Angels walk-
off Mariners in extras

By DOUG PADILLA
Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Kole
Calhoun homered on the first
pitch of the bottom of the 10th
inning, giving the Los Ange-
les Angels a 4-3 victory over the
Seattle Mariners on Friday night.

Calhoun finished with three
RBIs, including his 12th home
run of the season off Mariners
reliever Juan Nicasio (1-5)

The Mariners were unsuccess-
ful in trying to take the lead in the
top of 10th, when Dee Gordon
attempted to steal home on the
back end of a double-steal with
Jean Segura.

Segura broke for second base
on a pitch from Angels reliever
Jim Johnson (3-2). Gordon then
broke for home with Angels sec-
ond baseman lan Kinsler firing
a return throw to catcher Chris
Herrmann. Gordon was initially
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ruled safe by home plate umpire
Kerwin Danley, but the call was
overturned via replay.

The Mariners also had a
prime scoring chance in the ninth
inning after Nelson Cruz singled
and Kyle Seager walked with
no outs. But right-hander Han-
sel Robles struck out Ryon Healy
and left-hander Jose Alvarez got
a groundout and a strikeout of
Ben Gamel to end the threat.

Albert Pujols made a div-
ing stop in the ninth inning on a
ground ball down the first-base
line from Herrmann to prevent at
least two Mariners runs.

Angels starter Andrew Heaney
continued his solid pitching at
home, giving up three runs on
seven hits over eight innings. He
has a 1.60 ERA over nine home
starts this season.

Calhoun hit a ground-rule

See MARINERS/3B

THIS DATE IN SPORTS

1928 — The Summer Games
open in Amsterdam and the Olym-
pic flame is lit for the first time.

1929 — The Chicago Cardinals
become the first NFL team to train
out of state, in Michigan.

1991 — Dennis Martinez
pitches a perfect game for the
Montreal Expos, who beat the Los
Angeles Dodgers 2-0.

1994 — Kenny Rogers of
the Texas Rangers pitches a per-
fect game for a 4-0 victory over
California.

Contact us at 541-966-0838 or
sports@eastoregonian.com



