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SAN DIEGO (AP) —
The Trump administration
said Thursday that more
than 1,800 children sepa-
rated at the U.S.-Mexico
border have been reunited
with parents and sponsors
but hundreds remain apart,
signaling a potentially long
wait for anguished families.

The federal government
was under a Thursday dead-
line to reunify more than
2,500 children who were
separated at the border from
their parents under a new
immigration policy designed
to deter immigrants from
coming here illegally. The
policy quickly backfired
amid global outrage from
political and religious lead-
ers and daily headlines about
crying children taken from
their parents.

President Donald Trump
ended the practice of taking
children from parents, but a
federal judge in San Diego
ordered the government to
reunite all the families by
the end of day Thursday,
but the efforts will continue.
U.S. District Judge Dana
Sabraw has indicated some
leeway given the enormity
of the job.

As of Thursday morn-
ing, the government said
it reunited 1,442 children
5 and older with their par-
ents in U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
custody.

An additional 378 were
reunited with parents in dif-
ferent locations around the
country or given to spon-
sors, who are often relatives
or close family members.

That leaves about 700
who remain apart, includ-
ing more than 400 whose
parents have been deported,
officials say.

Those reunions take more
time, effort and paperwork
as authorities fly children
back to Guatemala, El Sal-
vador and Honduras.
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Children look out a van window as they arrive at Lutheran Social Services Thursday

in Phoenix.

Facebook’s day
of reckoning:
Blip or sign of

broader turn?

NEW YORK (AP) —
Facebook faced a day of
reckoning Thursday as its
shares plunged in the biggest
one-day drop in stock-mar-
ket history.

The 19 percent drop
vaporized $119 billion of
the company’s stock-mar-
ket value; CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg saw his net worth fall
by roughly $16 billion as a
result.

It was Facebook’s worst
trading day since going pub-
lic in 2012; the collapse
eclipsed Intel’s decline of
$91 billion in September
2000, without adjusting for
inflation.

The plunge followed
Facebook’s warning late
Wednesday that its reve-
nue growth will slow down
significantly for at least the
remainder of the year and
that expenses will continue
to skyrocket.

In a sign of just how bull-
ish investor expectations
were, though, the collapse
merely returned Facebook
shares to a level last seen
in early May. At that point,
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the stock was still recover-
ing from an earlier battering
over its big privacy scandal,
in which a political consult-
ing firm with ties to Presi-
dent Donald Trump improp-
erly accessed the data of tens
millions of Facebook users.

Now come the big ques-
tions: Is this a temporary set-
back, or the start of a pain-
ful new road for the giant
social network? And does a
similar comeuppance await
other high-flying technology
behemoths?

Emails: Lawyer
who met

Trump Jr. tied

to Russian officials

LONDON (AP) — The
Moscow lawyer said to have
promised Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign dirt
on his Democratic oppo-
nent worked more closely
with senior Russian govern-
ment officials than she pre-
viously let on, according to
documents reviewed by The
Associated Press.

Scores of emails, tran-
scripts and legal documents
paint a portrait of Natalia
Veselnitskaya as a well-con-
nected attorney who served

as a ghostwriter for top Rus-
sian government lawyers
and received assistance from
senior Interior Ministry per-
sonnel in a case involving a
key client.

The data was obtained
through ~ Russian  oppo-
sition  figure = Mikhail
Khodorkovsky’s Lon-
don-based investigative
unit, the Dossier Center, that
is compiling profiles of Rus-
sians it accuses of benefiting
from corruption.

The AP was unable to
reach  Veselnitskaya  for
comment. Messages from
a reporter sent to her phone
were marked as “read” but
were not returned.

Veselnitskaya has been
under scrutiny since it
emerged last year that
Trump’s eldest son, Don-
ald Jr., met with her in June
2016 after being told by an
intermediary that she repre-
sented the Russian govern-
ment and was offering Mos-
cow’s help defeating rival
presidential candidate Hil-
lary Clinton.

Veselnitskaya has denied
acting on behalf of Russia
when she met with the team,
telling Congress that she
operates “independently of
any government bodies.”
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PYEONGTAEK, South
Korea (AP) — A U.S. mili-
tary plane left from Osan Air
Base for North Korea on Fri-
day to pick up the remains of
what are believed to be U.S.
servicemen killed during the
Korean War, South Korea’s
Yonhap  news  agency
reported.

The U.S. military and
South Korean government
couldn’t immediately con-
firm the report, which was
based on an unnamed South
Korean government source.
But there were signs Friday
morning of preparations to
receive the remains at the
base south of Seoul.

If a transfer takes place,
Pyongyang will likely return
about 55 sets of remains
from the 1950-53 Korean
War, a step meant to fulfill a
commitment made by leader
Kim Jong Un during his
summit with President Don-
ald Trump in June.

About 7,700 U.S. soldiers
are listed as missing from
the Korean War, and 5,300
of the remains are believed
to still be in North Korea.

Ryan opposes
Rosenstein
impeachment try,
dooming it for now

WASHINGTON (AP) —
House Speaker Paul Ryan
spoke out against an effort
by a small group of con-
servatives to impeach Dep-
uty Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein  on Thursday,
dooming the endeavor for
now and easing a months-
long  standoff  between
House Republicans and the
Justice Department.

Ryan said the tussle over
document requests between
House Republicans and
Rosenstein, who oversees
the federal Trump-Russia
investigation, doesn’t rise to
the level of “high crimes and
misdemeanors” that could

Ryan said. He also said he is
encouraged by progress on
the document production.

Ryan made the comments
a day after the group of 11
House Republicans sharply
escalated the extended clash
with the Justice Department
by filing articles of impeach-
ment against Rosenstein,
who  oversees  special
counsel Robert Mueller’s
investigation.

Texas company
cleared to put
3D-printed gun
designs online

They look futuristic,
the type of firearms that
would-be assassins use in
movies: 3D-printed guns
made of a hard plastic that
are simple to assemble,
easy to conceal and tough to
trace.

The future is here.

After spending years
fighting the federal govern-
ment for the right to do so,
a Texas company was given
the green light to post blue-
prints online showing peo-
ple how to make 3D-printed
guns from the comfort of
their home.

Gun safety advocates
and some law enforcement
officials are appalled, wor-
ried that this is exactly what
criminals and terrorists want:
guns that can’t be flagged by
metal detectors, don’t have
serial numbers to trace, and
don’t require the usual back-
ground checks. A coalition
of gun-control groups filed
an appeal Thursday in fed-
eral court seeking to block
a recent Trump administra-
tion ruling allowing Cody
Wilson and his company,
Defense Distributed, to post
blueprints online to create a
3D-printed firearm.

“There is a market for
these guns and it’s not just
among enthusiasts and hob-
byists,” said Nick Suplina,
managing director.
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