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In twist, Trump administration
backs Obama’s monument decree

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM — A dispute
over acts of Congress in 1906
and 1937 has put the Trump
administration in court —
and into the unusual position
of supporting a proclamation
by former President Barack
Obama.

Contrary to President
Donald Trump’s numerous
efforts to shred Obama’s leg-
acy, U.S. Justice Department
lawyers are in Obama’s cor-
ner as they defend his expan-
sion of a national monument

in Oregon.
That puts the Trump
administration in  direct

opposition with timber inter-
ests that Trump vowed to
defend in a May 2016 cam-
paign speech in Eugene.

However, that opposi-
tion may be temporary in
a case full of ironic twists
that centers on a unique hab-
itat where three mountain
ranges converge. It is home
to more than 200 bird spe-
cies, the imperiled Oregon
spotted frog, deer, elk and
many kinds of fish, including
the endangered Lost River
sucker.

A federal judge is being
asked to consider limits of
power among all three gov-
ernment branches. For the
Trump administration, the
case is about protecting the
power of the president of the
United States, even if it was
Obama who exercised his
authority under the Antiqui-
ties Act of 1906 that allows
a president to declare a
national monument.

During his last week in
office, Obama nearly dou-

bled the size of Cascade-Sis-
kiyou National Monument
in heavily forested southern
Oregon, to more than 150
square miles. Commercial
timber harvesting is prohib-
ited in the monument except
for ecological restoration, so
logging companies and local
governments were deprived
of revenue from timber that
was suddenly placed out of
their reach.

In March 2017, the Amer-
ican Forest Resource Coun-
cil, a timber-industry advo-
cacy group, sued the federal
government in U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District
of Columbia, charging that
Obama’s expansion of the
monument was unlawful. A
group of Oregon counties
that receive revenue from

logging sued separately in
the same court.

The advocacy group
insisted Obama exceeded his
authority because Congress
in 1937 designated much of
the land in question for tim-
ber harvesting to allow local
communities to prosper.
The expanded area included
62 square miles designated
by Congress for “perma-
nent forest production,” the
group said, telling the court
its members “rely on timber
sourced from federal lands
in and around the Monu-
ment to support profitable
operations.”

Some observers, seeing
the Trump administration
develop a record of favoring
business interests over envi-
ronmental concerns, figured

AP Photo/Jeff Barnard, File
In this 2000 photo Pilot Rock rises into the clouds in the Cascade-Siskiyou National
Monument near Lincoln. Contrary to President Donald Trump’s numerous efforts to
shred Obama’s legacy, U.S. Justice Department lawyers are in Obama’s corner as
they defend his expansion of the national monument in Oregon.

it wouldn’t fight the lawsuits.

“l was worried that the
timber industry and DOIJ
would come to an agreement
that would not be good for
the monument,” said Susan
Jane Brown, an attorney for
environmental groups.

Instead, after a lengthy
pause in the court proceed-
ings, Justice Department
attorneys in June asked the
judge handling both lawsuits
to rule in the government’s
favor without trial.

“ don’t see this at all
as the administration sid-
ing with the environmental-
ists, but rather doing all they
can to shore up presiden-
tial power,” said Rhett Law-
rence, conservation director
of the Sierra Club’s Oregon
chapter.

Board revokes ex-Portland chief’s police certification

PORTLAND (AP) — A
state board, citing dishon-
esty, has voted to revoke the
police certification of former
Portland Police Chief Larry
O’Dea for 10 years.

The Oregonian/Oregon-
Live reports the Board of
Public Safety Standards and

Training took Thursday’s
action based on findings
that O’Dea misled investi-
gators about his handling
of an off-duty shooting and
failed to immediately act on
an employee’s complaint of
a hostile work environment.

O’Dea retired two years

ago amid controversy over eral days before telling
his shooting of a friend Portland officials about the You Never Know What You'll Find At
during a camping trip in shooting. A Collectors West Gun & Knife Show!

southeastern Oregon. O’Dea
told a Harney County dep-
uty on the day on the shoot-
ing that he thought the friend
had shot himself.

O’Dea also waited sev-

The board voted 10-5 to
revoke O’Dea’s certifica-
tion. Current Portland police
Chief Danielle Outlaw was
among those voting against
it.

Oregon officials
consider limiting
opioid prescriptions

BEND (AP) — A proposed change to the state’s Med-
icaid program aims to reduce the overprescribing of opi-
oids, which has caused an epidemic of overdoses, Oregon
officials said.

The proposal would limit coverage for five broad
chronic pain conditions to 90 days of opioid pain reliev-
ers, The Bulletin reported Wednesday.

It would also taper off patients who have been taking
opioids long-term from those medications within a year.

In turn, it would introduce alternative treatments pre-
viously unavailable under the Oregon Health Plan.

“Individuals with chronic pain really face debilitat-
ing conditions that impact
quality of life, yet we’re
faced with this significant
opioid epidemic where
we know there’s a lot of
misuse and overprescrib-
ing,” said Dr. Dana Har-
gunani, chief medical
officer for the Oregon
Health Authority. “We’re
trying to use evidence to
guide us, but we really
welcome public input into
the process.

Many chronic pain
patients have voiced opposition to the proposal. Alterna-
tive treatments don’t work for everybody, they said. They
believe the decision to limit opioid medications should be
made by physicians, not a government agency.

Currently, the Oregon Health Authority does not cover
treatments for fibromyalgia, chronic pain syndrome,
chronic pain caused by trauma, other chronic postproce-
dural pain and other chronic pain.

Many patients suffering from those conditions are
being prescribed opioids, according to the government
agency. Because the agency has no way of knowing if
the patients are being prescribed those medications for
chronic pain conditions or for a covered service, it can’t
simply decline to cover those prescriptions.

Instead, they plan to cover alternative treatments such
as yoga, acupuncture or physical therapy, while scaling
back the use of opioids.

“Individuals with

chronic pain really face
debilitating conditions
that impact quality of life,
yet we're faced with this
significant opioid
epidemic where we
know there’s a lot of mis-
use and overprescribing”
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