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Newspapers endure more cuts,
hope for brighter future online

By DAMIAN J. TROISE
AND DEE-ANN DURBIN

AP Business Writers

U.S. newspapers are bat-
tered and broken, and this
week’s layoffs at the New
York Daily News serve as
the latest blow. But while
local newsgathering has
taken a hit, some observers
think it’s poised for a digital
comeback.

Media company Tronc
Inc. cut half of the Daily
News’ newsroom staff Mon-
day, including the paper’s
editor in chief. The remain-
ing staff, the company
said, will focus on break-
ing news involving “crime,
civil justice and public
responsibility.”

The Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning tabloid has been a fix-
ture in New York for the last
century. Jere Hester, news
director at the City Univer-
sity of New York Graduate
School of Journalism and a
former staffer at the Daily
News, bemoaned the gut-
ting of a watchdog in the
nation’s largest city.

“Any time we lose a
reporter covering a neigh-
borhood or City Hall, the
city is greatly diminished
for it. Bottom line is, when
you don’t have reporters out
there doing grunt work in
the street, stories get lost,”
Hester said.

The anguish in the
world’s media capital exem-
plifies what’s been happen-
ing in the rest of the coun-
try for years. Estimated U.S.
daily newspaper circulation,
print and digital combined,
fell 11 percent to 31 million
in 2017, according to the
Pew Research Center.

As recently as 2000,
weekday subscriptions
totaled 55.8 million. In just
the last three years, employ-
ment in newsrooms has
fallen 15 percent.

more on digital news.
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New York Daily News photo assignment editor Reggie Lewis, left, and an unidenti-
fied coworker leave the newspaper’s office after they were both laid off Monday in
New York. The tabloid will cut half of its newsroom staff, saying it wants to focus

steady pressure, wave after
wave of layoffs, which
means less journalism,”
said Rick Edmonds, a media
business analyst at Poynter
Institute. “We’re starting to
have a lot of places that are
described as news deserts.”

Concern about the lay-
offs extended beyond the
media business to people
who feared for a future with
fewer facts. New York Gov.
Andrew M. Cuomo urged
Tronc to reconsider the
cuts, saying they were made
without notifying the state
or asking for assistance.

“I understand that large
corporations often only see
profit and dividends as a
bottom line. But in New
York, we also calculate loss
of an important institution,
loss of jobs and the impact
on the families affected.”

The trend began more
than a decade ago, when car
dealerships, real estate com-
panies and other businesses
moved online and stopped

sified ads. Readers increas-
ingly migrated to the inter-
net and mobile apps and
spent more hours on social
media such as Facebook.

Over time, newspapers
lost two-thirds of their rev-
enue, and they slashed jobs
as a result, said Tim Frank-
lin, the senior associate
dean of Northwestern Uni-
versity’s Medill School of
Journalism.

The Los Angeles Times
once had more than 1,200
journalists and more than
25 foreign bureaus. Now
it employs about 400 jour-
nalists with bureaus in Sac-
ramento, Washington and
a handful of foreign and
national outposts. The Den-
ver Post has been laying off
staff for more than a decade,
with a 30 percent reduc-
tion coming in April from
current owner Digital First
Media. Its onetime rival,
the Rocky Mountain News,
folded in 20009.

More recently, newspa-

iffs on Canadian newsprint
put in place in March by
President Donald Trump’s
administration. Paul Tash,
chairman and CEO of Flor-
ida’s largest newspaper, the
Tampa Bay Times, wrote in
a recent editorial that the
tariffs would add $3.5 mil-
lion per year to the paper’s
newsprint  expenses  if
they are made permanent.
Already, the paper has laid
off 50 people this year, Tash
wrote.

Where have all those
journalists gone? In some
cases, they are starting up
online newspapers of their
own in an effort to keep
local newsgathering alive
and flourishing.

Take Berkeleyside, an
online newspaper in Berke-
ley, California, that began
in 2009 when the San Jose
Mercury News stopped cov-
ering the city. So far this
year, Berkeleyside says
it has averaged 900,000
pageviews and 270,000
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Primus, however, would
not point to specific prob-
lems he and his office have
with the judge. His office
in 2016 filed a complaint
against Temple after she
told a client in drug court
at that time to learn how to
look for police in bars, and
be careful what they say on
jail phones because deputy
district attorneys have noth-
ing better to do than listen
to those recordings.

Temple told the FEast
Oregonian Tuesday that
judicial ethics prevent her
from commenting on active
cases and the district attor-
ney’s motions.

The 6th Judicial Dis-
trict, with five judges,
encompasses Umatilla and
Morrow counties and has
courthouses in Pendleton,
Hermiston and Heppner.
Roy Blaine is the trial court
coordinator for the district.
He said Primus is filing the
motions one case at a time,
each time in the early stages

11.

last year but has

plans to file

future requests to
disqualify.  The
district’s
judges hear Mor-

five

row County cases

a rotational

basis, and Nel-
son said he con-

firmed with state

courts that the situation in
Umatilla County should not
affect that rotation.

Hermiston Police Chief
Jason Edmiston said he
could not recall a similar
action against one judge in
his 21 years of law enforce-
ment. He said Primus
told him he was filing the
motions, which could mean
Hermiston police will travel
more often to Pendleton for
criminal court matters.

Gov. Ted Kulongoski
in January 2011 appointed
Temple to the circuit court
bench, one of his last acts
before leaving office. Gov.
John Kitzhaber in August
of that same year appointed
Primus as district attorney.
Primus has run unopposed
in elections since. Temple
ran unopposed in her first
election in May.

Blaine is out of the
office this week but said he
and Brauer need to discuss
what the freeze-out means
for the court’s schedule and
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