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Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Unbowed by swirl-
ing criticism of his sum-
mit encounter with Vladi-
mir Putin, President Donald 
Trump swiftly invited the 
Russian leader to the White 
House this fall for a second 
get-together. Cleanup from 
the first continued with no 
letup Thursday, as Trump 
belatedly decided Putin’s 
“incredible offer” of shared 
U.S.-Russia investigations 
was no good after all.

A White House meet-
ing would be a dramatic 
extension of legitimacy to 
the Russian leader, who 
has long been isolated by 
the West for activities in 
Ukraine, Syria and beyond 
and is believed to have 
interfered in the 2016 pres-
idential election that sent 
Trump to the presidency. 
No Russian leader has vis-
ited the White House in 
nearly a decade.

Trump asked National 
Security Adviser John 
Bolton to invite Putin, 
and “those discussions are 
already underway,” Press 
Secretary Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders said Thursday. 
Trump earlier had tweeted 
that he looked forward to 
“our second meeting” as he 
defended his performance 
at Monday’s summit, in 
which the two leaders con-
ferred on a range of issues 
including terrorism, Israeli 
security, nuclear prolifera-
tion and North Korea.

“There are many 
answers, some easy and 
some hard, to these prob-
lems ... but they can ALL 
be solved!” Trump tweeted.

There was no immediate 
reaction from the Kremlin 
to the invitation.

News of the invite 
appeared to catch even the 
president’s top intelligence 
official by surprise.

“Say that again,” 
National Intelligence Direc-
tor Dan Coats responded, 
when informed of the invi-
tation during an appear-
ance at the Aspen Security 
Forum in Colorado.

“OK,” he contin-
ued, pausing for a deep 
breath. “That’s going to be 
special.”

The announcement 
came as the White House 
sought to clean up days 
of confounding post-sum-
mit Trump statements on 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election. Trump’s 
public doubting of Russia’s 
responsibility in a joint 
news conference with Putin 
on Monday provoked with-
ering criticism from Repub-
licans as well as Democrats 
and forced the president to 
make a rare public admis-
sion of error.

Then on Thursday, the 
White House said Trump 
“disagrees” with Putin’s 

offer to allow U.S. ques-
tioning of 12 Russians 
who have been indicted 
for election interference in 
exchange for Russian inter-
views with the former U.S. 
ambassador to Russia and 
other Americans the Krem-
lin accuses of unspecified 
crimes. Trump initially had 
described the idea as an 
“incredible offer.”

The White House back-
track came just before the 
Senate voted overwhelm-
ingly against the proposal. 
It was Congress’ first for-
mal rebuke of Trump’s 
actions from the summit 
and its aftermath.

Asked about the Putin 
invitation, Alaska Republi-
can Sen. Dan Sullivan said 
“I wouldn’t do it, that’s for 
damn sure.”

“If the Russians want 
a better relationship, trips 
to the White House aren’t 
going to help,” he added. 
“They should stop invad-

ing their neighbors. They 
should stop meddling in our 
elections.”

Mixed messages from 
Trump have increased wor-
ries in Congress that the 
White House is not tak-
ing seriously the threat that 
senior officials say Russia 
now poses to the upcoming 
2018 midterm elections.

Democrats in the House 
sought Thursday to extend 
a state grant program 
for election security but 
were blocked by Repub-
licans. There is $380 mil-
lion approved in the current 
budget for the program, 
which is intended to help 
states strengthen election 
systems from hacking and 
other cyberattacks.

Senate Republicans 
joined Democrats in swiftly 
passing a resolution, 98-0, 
that put the Senate on 
record against the question-
ing of American officials by 
a foreign government.

Round 2 for Trump-Putin: 
Fall invite amid summit mop-up

AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais

In this July 16, U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin arrive for a news conference at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki, Finland. 
Trump has asked national security adviser John Bolton to invite Putin to Washing-
ton in the fall.
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DENVER (AP) — The 
Trump administration on 
Thursday proposed end-
ing automatic protections 
for threatened animals and 
plants and limiting habitat 
safeguards meant to shield 
recovering species from 
harm.

Administration officials 
said the new rules would 
advance conservation by 
simplifying and improving 
how the landmark Endan-
gered Species Act is used.

“These rules will be very 
protective,” said U.S. Inte-
rior Department Deputy 
Secretary David Bernhardt, 
adding that the changes 
would reduce the “con-
flict and uncertainty” asso-
ciated with many protected 
species.

The proposals drew 
immediate condemnation 
from Democrats and some 
wildlife advocates.

Critics said the moves 
would speed extinctions in 
the name of furthering its 
anti-environment agenda. 
Species currently under 
consideration for protec-
tions are considered espe-
cially at risk, including the 
wolverine and the monarch 
butterfly, they said.

“It essentially turns 
every listing of a spe-

cies into a negotiation,” 
said Noah Greenwald with 
the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity. “They could 
decide that building in a 
species’ habitat or logging 
in trees where birds nest 
doesn’t constitute harm.”

A number of conflicts 
have arisen in the decades 
since the 1973 passage of 
the Endangered Species 
Act, ranging from disrup-
tions to logging to protect 
spotted owls in the Pacific 
Northwest, to attacks on 
livestock that have accom-
panied the restoration of 
gray wolves in the Rocky 
Mountains and upper 
Midwest.

Some species includ-
ing gray wolves and grizzly 
bears retained protection 
for years after meeting their 
original recovery goals, 
often due to court orders 
resulting from environmen-
talists’ lawsuits.

The proposed changes 
include potential limits on 
the designation of “criti-
cal habitat” for imperiled 
plants and animals; an end 
to a regulatory provision 
that gives threatened plants 
and animals the same pro-
tections as species at greater 
risk of extinction; and 
streamlining inter-agency 
consultations when federal 
government actions could 
jeopardize a species.

Trump aims to end 
automatic protections 
for some species

Devon Ravine/Northwest Florida Daily News via AP, File

John Miano of Destin, Fla., holds a monarch butter-
fly on his fingertip as he waits for the newly tagged 
insect to take flight during the Panhandle Butterfly 
House’s Monarch Madness festival in Navarre, Fla.
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