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Hawaii lava boat tours continue 
after explosion, injuries

HONOLULU (AP) — Hawaii tour boat operators 
plan to continue taking visitors to see lava, but will 
follow the Coast Guard’s revised policy and stay far-
ther away after an explosion caused molten rock to 
barrel through the roof of a vessel, injuring 23 people.

The Coast Guard prohibits vessels from getting 
closer than 984 feet from where Kilauea volcano’s 
lava oozes into the sea. The agency had been allow-
ing experienced boat operators to apply for a special 
license to get closer, up to 164 feet, but it stopped 
allowing those exceptions Monday morning.

A woman in her 20s was transported to Honolulu 
in serious condition with a broken thigh bone. The 
other 22 people injured were treated for minor burns 
and scrapes, including 12 who were treated at a hos-
pital in Hilo.

Twitter suspended 58 million 
accounts in last months of 2017

NEW YORK (AP) — Twitter suspended at least 
58 million user accounts in the final three months 
of 2017, according to data obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press. The figure highlights the company’s 
newly aggressive stance against malicious or suspi-
cious accounts in the wake of Russian disinformation 
efforts during the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign.

Last week, Twitter confirmed a Washington Post 
report that it had suspended 70 million accounts in 
May and June. The cavalcade of suspensions has 
raised questions as to whether the crackdown could 
affect Twitter’s user growth and whether the com-
pany should have warned investors earlier. The com-
pany has been struggling with user growth compared 
to rivals like Instagram and Facebook.

The number of suspended accounts originated 
with Twitter’s “firehose,” a data stream it makes 
available to academics, companies and others will-
ing to pay for it.

MGM sues Vegas shooting victims 
in push to avoid liability

LAS VEGAS (AP) — MGM Resorts Interna-
tional has sued hundreds of victims of the deadli-
est mass shooting in modern U.S. history in a bid to 
avoid liability for the gunfire that rained down from 
its Mandalay Bay casino-resort in Las Vegas.

The company argues in lawsuits filed Friday in 
Nevada and California that it has “no liability of any 
kind” to survivors or families of slain victims under a 
federal law enacted after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The lawsuits target victims who have sued the 
company and voluntarily dismissed their claims or 
have threatened to sue after a gunman shattered the 
windows of his Mandalay Bay suite and fired on a 
crowd gathered below for a country music festival.

High-stakes gambler Stephen Paddock killed 58 
people and injured hundreds more last year before 
killing himself. Victims with active lawsuits against 
MGM don’t face the company’s legal claim.

BRIEFLY

By AMY TAXIN

Associated Press

SANTA ANA, Calif. — 
Wet and muddy from their 
trek across the Mexican bor-
der, immigrant children say 
they sat or lay on the cold, 
concrete floor of the immi-
gration holding centers where 
they were taken.

It was hard to sleep with 
lights shining all night and 
guards kicking their feet, they 
say. They were hungry, after 
being given what they say 
were frozen sandwiches and 
smelly food.

Younger children cried in 
caged areas where they were 
crammed in with teens, and 
they clamored for their par-
ents. Toilets were filthy, and 
running water was scarce, 
they say. They waited, unsure 
and frightened of what the 
future might bring.

“I didn’t know where my 
mother was,” said Griselda, 
16, of Guatemala, who entered 
the U.S. with her mother in 
the McAllen, Texas, area. 
“I saw girls ask where their 
mothers were, but the guards 
would not tell them.”

The children’s descriptions 
of various facilities are part of 
a voluminous and at times 
scathing report filed in federal 
court this week in Los Ange-
les in a case over whether 
the Trump administration is 
meeting its obligations under 
a long-standing settlement 
governing how young immi-
grants should be treated in 
custody.

Dozens of volunteer law-
yers, interpreters and other 
legal workers fanned out 
across the Southwest in June 
and July to interview more 
than 200 immigrant parents 
and children in holding facil-
ities, detention centers and a 
youth shelter.

Advocates said the gov-
ernment isn’t complying with 
the decades-old Flores agree-

ment, which lays out deten-
tion conditions and release 
requirements for immigrant 
children.

“They have spoken out 
loud and clear, and what 
they’ve said is they are 
experiencing enforced hun-
ger, enforced dehydration, 
enforced sleeplessness,” said 
Peter Schey, an attorney for 
the children who has asked 
the court to appoint a special 
monitor to enforce the agree-
ment. “They are terrorized, 
and I think it is time for the 
courts and the public to hear 

their voices.”
The Department of Home-

land Security, which over-
sees immigration and border 
enforcement, did not imme-
diately comment. But in their 
own reports to the court last 
month, government monitors 
said that immigration author-
ities were complying with the 
settlement agreement.

In his report, Henry Moak 
Jr., juvenile coordinator for 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, documented the 
air temperature as appropriate 
at a number of border facil-

ities and said he drank the 
water himself from five-gal-
lon containers at a processing 
center in McAllen.

He said some children and 
parents told him they disliked 
the food and weren’t sure the 
water was drinkable, but there 
were no allegations the food 
was spoiled.

At the Yuma station in 
Arizona, he said he tried the 
water there, too, and, “I can 
confirm the water fountains 
worked and the water tasted 
clean.”

The litany of complaints 
compiled by advocates comes 
after a global outcry drove the 
Trump administration to stop 
separating immigrant fam-
ilies at the border. Authori-
ties are now reuniting parents 
and children under a sepa-
rate court order and said they 
will seek to detain families 
together during their immi-
gration proceedings, though 
under the Flores agreement 
immigrant children are gen-
erally supposed to be released 
from custody in about 20 
days.

Immigrant children describe 
hunger and cold in detention

U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Rio Grande Valley Sector via AP, File 

People who’ve been taken into custody related to cases 
of illegal entry into the United States rest in one of the 
cages at a facility in McAllen, Texas.

AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File

In this June 23 file photo, an immigrant child looks out from a U.S. Border Patrol bus 
leaving as protesters block the street outside the U.S. Border Patrol Central Process-
ing Center in McAllen, Texas. 
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