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Hugs and

By COLLEEN LONG
Associated Press

GUATEMALA CITY —
Donelda Pulex stepped off the
airplane into the sun, clutch-
ing her 5-year-old daughter’s
hand and burst into heav-
ing sobs. Fourteen-year-old
Hermelindo Juarez hid his
face as his father comforted
him. Efildo Daniel Vasquez
walked cautiously behind his
8-year-old son.

Quiet, confused and
exhausted, 11 families who
had been detained and sepa-
rated after they were caught
crossing the U.S. border ille-
gally returned home Tuesday
to Guatemala aboard a U.S.
government-chartered flight
that read “World Atlantic.”

Greeted by first lady Patri-
cia Marroquin, they lined
up on the tarmac, shuffling
— their shoelaces had been
taken as a security precau-
tion. U.S. immigration offi-
cials handed over paperwork
in manila envelopes to Gua-
temalan officials. The immi-
grants walked single-file into
a squat gray building at the
country’s military base to
be processed back into their
country, along with dozens
of others also deported.
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Families separated under President Donald Trump ad-
ministration’s zero tolerance policy return home to
Guatemala City, Guatemala, Tuesday after being de-
ported from the United States. After lining up on the
tarmac, they headed to a processing center where they
were screened and given identification before being
released back into the country.

Chartered flights full of
deportees from the United
States regularly arrive in
the Central American coun-
try, but Tuesday’s flight was
among the first containing
families separated at the bor-
der under President Donald
Trump’s contentious zero
tolerance policy. More than
2,300 children were sep-
arated from their families

before a June 20 order stop-
ping the practice.

While some Central
American migrants say they
were fleeing to protect their
families from severe vio-
lence, parents who spoke
with The Associated Press
said they made the difficult,
dangerous journey to the
U.S. for a better life. They
were seeking a chance at a

steady job or a better educa-
tion for their children.

They didn’t know they’d
be separated from their kids
under the policy that crim-
inally prosecuted anyone
caught crossing the border
illegally. Trump adminis-
tration officials had said the
policy was necessary to deter
a growing number of fam-
ilies from Central America
who were crossing illegally.
But the president backed
off following a national and
international uproar, order-
ing an end to the separations
on June 20.

While frustrated that their
difficult journeys had ended
in failure, the families were
relieved their ordeals were
over.

Pulex said she spent
nearly two months apart
from her daughter, waiting in
an El Paso, Texas, detention
center, first for the resolution
of her criminal case and later
for deportation proceedings.

“It was a great torment,”
she said, wiping tears away.
“I did not know if I would
ever see my daughter again.
I thought she was taken from
me forever.” Her little girl,
Marelyn, dressed in a pris-
tine white sweater and blue

chiffon skirt, said she spoke
to her mother by phone
from a foster care home in
Michigan.

“My mother, she was so
sad. She would cry for me,
and I would tell her, Mami,
everything is OK, I am OK. I
will see you soon,” the little
girl said. She said the people
who cared for her were kind,
and treated her well, but she
missed her mother.

“I am happy to be back
with her,” she said.

Inside the military base,
the families were steered into
a crowded, hot room with
rows of folding chairs and
big whirring fans. Each chair
had a brown paper bag with
a sandwich, chips, an orange
soda and bottle of water. The
families were told by social
workers they would have
medical screenings and go
through a paperwork process
before they were given bus
vouchers home. Eventually,
they’d walk down a short out-
door hall and through a metal
door leading them back into
Guatemala City. Some lived
more than seven hours away
in the mountains.

Single adults were in
a larger room, where they
waited in line to be pro-

sobs: Families separated in U.S. return to Guatemala

cessed. Their belongings,
taken from them at the U.S.
border, were piled in back,
mostly black duffels and red
plastic bags.

About 75 people were
aboard the flight, and the
AP asked at least two dozen
adults whether they had chil-
dren left behind in the U.S.
either on purpose or because
they were deported with-
out them. All said no. There
have been other reports of
parents deported without
their children.

In one case, Elsa Ortiz
Enriquez said recently in
Guatemala that she was
deported last month with-
out her 8-year-old, Anthony
David Tovar Ortiz. The boy
was in a shelter for migrant
children in Houston.

Inside the immigra-
tion complex, Pulex helped
Marelyn drink from a water
bottle, and then pulled the
little girl’s hand up to her
heart and kissed it. Another
father held his son as the lit-
tle boy closed his eyes. Two
little girls opened up Snick-
ers bars that were handed
out. In the back row, Herme-
lindo Juarez told his father,
Deivin Juarez, he was so
very tired.
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The project has become

something of a bridge
between older and younger
generations. Nikolas

Schuening, who graduated
from Umatilla High School
a few years ago, is filming
and editing the interviews
for the museum. He vol-
unteered to film interviews
after coming to the museum
to help a few friends film a
school project, and museum
staff asked him if he’d help
with their project.

Schuening said he has
enjoyed listening to the sto-
ries of people he films.

“I’ve wanted to do some-
thing for Umatilla — the
town I was raised in,” he
said. “I'm glad I can give
back to the community that’s
given so much to me, in the
way [’m able to.”

He added that even
though he’s a native son,
there’s much about the town
that he’d never heard.

“You don’t always know
about your own history,” he
said.

So far, museum mem-
bers have interviewed about
10 people, including two on
Tuesday.

Rita Creamer, a life-
long Umatilla resident, sat
in front of a camera in the
museum’s back room, and
reminisced about her youth.
In high school, she worked
at the local theater.

About 10 people interviewed so far
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“It was run by all kids,”
she said. “There were no
grown-ups.”

Some subjects came from
out of town. Alan Hiatt,
88, hasn’t lived in Uma-
tilla since 1951, but still
fondly remembers grow-
ing up there. His sons, Ter-
rence and Don, drove him
out from Vancouver, Wash-
ington, so he could record
his memories.

“My dad’s been wanting
to come back,” Terrence said.
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Alan Hiatt remembered
the barbershop his father
owned, and the hotel his
mother ran, both in old town
Umatilla.

“I was the fire chief for
many years,” he said.

He also worked on the
dam, building concrete
forms. Two of his brothers
ran the ferry across the river
and one worked as a toll col-
lector when a bridge was
built.

The project will be ongo-
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Staff photo by Jayati Ramakrishnan
Sam Noble, left, and Terrence Hiatt, right, share some pictures of the McNary Dam
construction with Alan Hiatt. Alan stopped by the Umatilla Museum to record some
of his memories of his childhood in Umatilla.

ing, Smith said, while they
collect more memories from
people.

Nobles said he also hopes
younger people, such as high
school students, will take
an interest in the museum.
He said he’d like to feature
aspects of the current high
school, such as the robotics
team, in one room.

“We want to note the way
the school has progressed,
the way the culture has
changed,” he said.

HUMANE:
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build indoor washrooms for
the animals.

In addition to being
underfunded, the humane
society is arguing that it’s
understaffed.

PAWS has five part-time
staff members, and board
member Cindy Spiess said
in an interview after the
meeting that she and her col-
leagues often dedicate 30 to
40 hours per week to volun-
teering at the shelter.

At risk of burning out the
volunteer pool, the society
wants to create three to four
positions, including an exec-
utive director, a spay and
neuter coordinator, and one
or two animal caregivers.

If they can receive ballot
resolutions from the cities of
Pendleton and Umatilla, the
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animal control district ques-
tion will be on the ballot in
every city and incorporated
area in Umatilla County,
with the exception of Herm-
iston and Milton-Freewater.

In an interview following
the meeting, board president
Jackie Carey said she met
with the city managers from
both cities and was told that
each community already
had shelter services, either
through the Eastern Oregon
Humane Society in Herm-
iston or the Blue Mountain
Humane Society in Walla
Walla.

The society’s internal
data shows that more than
half of the animals sheltered
at PAWS came from Pendle-
ton in 2017, and the society
will have to convince voters
outside the Pendleton area
that it would benefit them as
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well.

Spiess said the humane
society will begin formulat-
ing a campaign plan later
this month.

The last countywide tax
proposal — the Umatilla
County 4-H Extension and
Agricultural Research Dis-
trict — was defeated by a
wide margin.

The animal control dis-
trict isn’t officially desig-
nated for the ballot yet, but
it’s already drawn a familiar
opponent.

At the council meet-
ing, Pendleton resident Rex
Morehouse voiced his dis-
pleasure with the tax.

“I think this a city prob-
lem and I don’t think we
should turn it over to another
agency or form a new dis-
trict,” he said.

If voters reject the tax
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proposal, Carey said the
society will have to consider
its options, ranging from
reducing services to closing
the shelter entirely.

“You can only operate for
so long if you spend more
than you bring in,” she said.

For its part, the council
seemed inclined to send the
question to the ballot.

“I think that the voters
have a right to choose their
destiny and their future,”
said Councilor Paul Chalm-
ers, who is also the coun-
ty’s director of taxation and
assessment.

City Manager Robb Cor-
bett said staff would draft
a formal resolution for the
council’s consideration at its
next meeting.

If the measure does make
the ballot, it will go to a vote
on Nov. 6.
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“The family has already
gone through enough. They
were tired and wanted to
go home and spend time
with family,” Philpot said.
“Perhaps it was sheer coin-
cidence that the oversized
load was coming through
the same road we were
using.”

The local BLM office
did not immediately return
a phone call or email seek-
ing comment.

Earlier in the day, Ste-
ven Hammond and his
father Dwight stepped
from a private jet and into
the arms of family mem-
bers at a municipal airport
outside Burns. A day ear-
lier they were pardoned by
President Donald Trump
and released from a federal
prison near Los Angeles.

“We’re going to do a lot
of decompressing and get
back to our families,” Ste-
ven Hammond said.

Just 25 miles away is
Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge, which was taken
over in 2016 by armed
protesters angered by the
sentences given to the
Hammonds.

The standoff lasted 41
days, ending when occu-
pation leaders Ammon and
Ryan Bundy were arrested
and LaVoy Finicum was
killed by police.

The occupiers, who
believe federal control of
public lands violates the
Constitution, insisted the
Hammonds were victim-
ized by federal overreach.

Steven Hammond

thanked Trump and many
people on Wednesday for
writing to him and his father
while they were in prison.

HAMMONDS: Many
letters of support recerved

“We received thousands
of letters. There’s a time
you get to that point where
a letter means a lot,” Ste-
ven Hammond said, his
voice choking up in video
posted on Twitter by The
Oregonian/OregonLive.

Some environmental-
ists see a pattern in the way
Trump is approaching pub-
lic lands, which comprise
almost half of the U.S.
West, and have linked the
pardons to his position on
the issue.

Witnesses testified that
a 2001 arson fire occurred
shortly after Steven Ham-
mond and his hunting
party illegally slaughtered
deer on BLM property.
The fire destroyed all evi-
dence of the game viola-
tions, the U.S. attorney’s
office said.

The jury also convicted
Steven Hammond for a
2006 blaze that prosecu-
tors said began when he
started several back fires,
violating a burn ban, to
save his winter feed after
lightning started numerous
fires nearby.

Federal anti-terrorism
law called for mandatory
five-year sentences for the
2012 convictions. A fed-
eral judge said those sen-
tences wouldn’t fit the
crime, and instead sen-
tenced Dwight Hammond
to three months in prison
and Steven Hammond to a
year and one day.

A federal appeals court
in October 2015 ordered
them to be resentenced to
the mandatory prison time.

“The use of anti-ter-
rorism laws to prosecute
Western ranchers makes no
sense, from our perspec-
tive,” Philpot said.

Beth Nakamura/The Oregonian via AP

A thank you sign is displayed in a the family’s yard
thanking President Donal Trump to pardoning ranch-
er Dwight and Steven Hammond.
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