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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Conservative Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kava-
naugh plunged into his 
confirmation battle Tues-
day, meeting face-to-face 
with Senate leaders in what 
promises to be an intense 
debate over abortion rights, 
presidential power and other 
legal disputes that could 
reshape the court and roil 
this fall’s elections.

Kavanaugh is a favorite 
of the GOP legal establish-
ment, and his arrival as Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s nom-
inee was greeted on Capitol 
Hill with praise from Repub-
licans and skepticism from 
Democrats. There were also 
pledges of open minds by 
key senators whose votes 
will most likely determine 
the outcome.

Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky 
called Kavanagh “one of the 
most thoughtful jurists” in 
the country but warned of 
an onslaught of “fear mon-
gering” from liberal groups 
trying to derail the nomina-
tion. He said it was clear that 
many Democrats “didn’t 
care who the nominee was 
at all. Whoever President 
Trump put up they were 
opposed to.”

Chuck Schumer, the Sen-
ate’s Democratic leader, said 
his party’s lawmakers did 
indeed care who the nom-
inee was — and what his 
views were on such thorny 
issues as abortion and Trump 
himself.

Trump “did exactly what 
he said he would do on the 
campaign trail — nominate 
someone who will over-
turn women’s reproductive 
rights,” the New York sena-
tor said.

He also argued that the 
president chose the man he 
thought would best protect 
him from the investigation 
by special counsel Robert 

Mueller into Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 elec-
tion. Kavanaugh has writ-
ten about a need to free the 
executive branch from intru-
sive criminal investigations.

“Not only did Mr. Kava-
naugh say that a president 
should not be subpoenaed, 
he said a president shouldn’t 
be investigated,” Schumer 
said.

The confirmation mara-
thon is expected to drag on 
for months, and no date has 
yet been set for hearings. 
GOP leaders, with a slim 
majority in the Senate, are 
anxious to have Kavanaugh 
in place for the start of the 
court’s session in October 
— and before the November 
congressional elections.

But that may be a tall 
order. His confirmation is 
complicated by an unusually 
long record as an appellate 
judge and as a George W. 
Bush administration official 
— and also his role as part 

of the Kenneth Starr inves-
tigation of President Bill 
Clinton.

Kavanaugh, just 53, 
could serve on the high court 
for decades.

As he arrived on Capi-
tol Hill Tuesday, he huddled 
with McConnell, Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence and for-
mer Sen. Jon Kyl. He also 
met with Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley of Iowa, chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, which 
will determine whether to 
recommend him to the full 
Senate.

McConnell, who has 
been influential in shaping 
Trump’s remaking of the 
judiciary, said, “What we’d 
like to see is a few open 
minds about this extraordi-
nary talent.”

Grassley said a speedy 
confirmation wasn’t neces-
sarily the goal. The vetting 
process, he said, is “going 
to be thorough and going to 
be done right.” Pence told 

reporters that Kavanaugh 
was a “good man.”

Republicans have little 
margin of error for the final 
vote unless a few Democrats 
can be brought onboard. 
McConnell has a 51-49 Sen-
ate majority, narrowed fur-
ther by the absence of ailing 
Sen. John McCain of Ari-
zona. But they hope to gain 
support from a handful of 
Democrats who are up for 
re-election in states where 
Trump is popular.

So far, Democrats are 
uniting behind a strategy to 
turn the confirmation fight 
into a referendum on conser-
vatives’ efforts to undo abor-
tion access, chip away at 
health care protections under 
the Affordable Care Act and 
protect Trump from Mueller.

Senators will be seeking 
access to Kavanaugh’s writ-
ings and correspondence, 
reams of documents that will 
take weeks to compile and 
even longer to review.

Emotions high as Kavanaugh 
begins fight for confirmation
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Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh, right, walks past the press following a 
photo opportunity with Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, on Capitol Hill in Washington 
on Tuesday. Kavanaugh is on Capitol Hill to meet with Republican leaders as the 
battle begins over his nomination to the Supreme Court.

SAN DIEGO (AP) — 
Lugging little backpacks, 
smiling immigrant chil-
dren were scooped up into 
their parents’ arms Tues-
day as the Trump adminis-
tration scrambled to meet 
a court-ordered deadline to 
reunite dozens of young-
sters forcibly separated 
from their families at the 
border.

In Grand Rapids, Mich-
igan, two boys and a girl 
who had been in tem-
porary foster care were 
reunited with their Hon-
duran fathers at a U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement center about 
three months after they 
were split up.

The three fathers were 
“just holding them and 
hugging them and telling 
them that everything was 
fine and that they were 
never going to be sepa-
rated again,” said immi-
gration lawyer Abril 
Valdes.

One of the fathers, Ever 
Reyes Mejia, walked out 
of the ICE center carry-
ing his beaming son and 
the boy’s Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles backpack. 
The boy was secured in 
a booster seat, and father 
and son were driven away. 
Lawyers said the fathers 
were too distraught to 
speak to the news media.

The Justice Department 
said more than 50 children 
under age 5 could be back 
in the arms of their parents 
by the deadline at the end 
of the day.

It was the largest sin-
gle effort to date to undo 
the effects of President 
Donald Trump’s zero-tol-
erance policy of separat-
ing families who try to slip 
across the Mexican border 
into the U.S.

Authorities gave few 
details on where the 
reunions would be held, 
and many were expected 
to take place in private.

In Grand Rapids, the 
children were “absolutely 
thrilled to be with their par-
ents again. It’s all confus-
ing to them why there’s so 
many people here and why 
there’s so many strangers 
here, but they know that 
they’re safe,” Valdes said 
outside the ICE offices.

Reunited immigrant 
children scooped up 
into parents’ arms
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Ever Reyes Mejia, of Honduras, carries his son to a 
vehicle after being reunited and released by United 
States Immigration and Customs Enforcement in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Tuesday.
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