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The beat goes on with 
steel drum band

UMATILLA — Libraries rock 
this summer and the Umatilla Pub-
lic Library invites the public to 
enjoy a free outdoor concert.

Bram Brata, of the Tri-Cities 
Steel Band Association, will per-
form Tuesday from 3-4 p.m. at Vil-
lage Square Park, located across the 
street from the library, 700 Sixth 
St., Umatilla. The nonprofit orga-
nization promotes world music, 
including Caribbean, Soca, jazz, 
popular and even classical music.

The band’s name is derived from 
two Trinidadian slang words mean-
ing “an unexpected party.” Spon-
taneous dancing is not uncommon 
during their performances, both 
among participants and spectators.

For more information, call the 
library at 541-922-5704. For more 
about the musical group, visit 
www.tcsba.org.

Kids in the Kitchen to 
cook pizza

PENDLETON — Aspiring 
chefs ages 5-11 will have an oppor-
tunity to learn how to make pizza 
during a Pendleton Parks & Recre-
ation activity.

Kids in the Kitchen: Pizza is 
Thursday, July 19 from 6-7:30 p.m. 
at the Pendleton Recreation Center, 
510 S.W. Dorion Ave. The cost is 
$13, which is due by Friday, July 
13.

Chef Angie has all kinds of ideas 
to keep kids busy and having fun. 
And families will be amazed by 
their child’s newly acquired culi-
nary skills.

To register, visit www.pend-
letonparksandrec.com or stop 
by the parks office, 865 Tutuilla 
Road. For more information, call 
541-276-8100.

Library district 
changes meeting times

BOARDMAN — The Oregon 
Trail Library District has changed 
the time for its monthly board 
meetings. 

The new time is 6:30 p.m. Meet-
ings are held the third Wednesday of 
the month, unless there is a sched-
uling conflict. The venue rotates 
between the libraries in Irrigon 
(July, October, January 2019, April 

2019), Heppner (August, Novem-
ber, February 2019, May 2019) and 
Boardman (September, December, 
March 2019, June 2019).

For more information, con-
tact library director Kathy Street at 
kstreet@otld.org, 541-481-3365, 
visit http://oregontrail.ploud.net or 
search Facebook.

Deadline looms for fair 
parade

HERMISTON — The Umatilla 
County Fair is gearing up to “Stir-
rup Some Fun!”

The deadline for registering for 
the fair parade is Friday, July 27. 
Winners can pick up their ribbons 
after Aug. 12 at the fair office at 
Eastern Oregon Trade and Event 
Center, 1705 Airport Road, Herm-
iston. Those who live out of the area 
may request to have theirs mailed.

The parade is Saturday, Aug. 4 
at 6:30 p.m. Participants may begin 
the check-in process for instruc-
tions at 4 p.m. on South First Street 
in front of Hermiston High School. 
Parade entrants must be in the 
lineup by 6 p.m.

Registration forms are available 
at www.umatillacounty.net/fair. For 
questions, contact 541-567-6121, 
fair@umatillacounty.net or stop by 
the fair office.

Fundraiser rolls on 
for Domestic Violence 
Services

HERMISTON — The public 
is invited to roll a strike during a 
bowling event to raise money for a 
local nonprofit organization.

In its fifth year, the Domestic 
Violence Services Bowl-A-Thon 
is Saturday, July 21 from 6-8 p.m. 
at Desert Lanes, 1545 N. First St., 
Hermiston. The cost is $30 per 
bowler or $120 for a team of four. 
The fee includes three games and 
shoe rental. It’s open to all ages, 
and prizes will be given. In addi-
tion, raffle tickets are $1 each or six 
for $5 for some great prizes.

The annual fundraiser helps 
support the organization’s efforts 
in giving victims of stalking and 
domestic, dating and sexual vio-
lence the support and resources to 
become survivors.

For more information or to reg-
ister, call 541-276-3322 or visit 
www.dvs-or.org.

BRIEFLY

By TAMMY MALGESINI

East Oregonian

With his 40-year high school 
reunion on the horizon, Stan-
ley “Bo” Kinnison jumped at the 
chance to return to his hometown 
to celebrate with fellow Pendle-
ton High School classmates.

A member of the class of 
1978, Kinnison has only been 
back to town a handful of times 
since turning the tassel. The team 
leader for the Special Forces 
Association Parachute Team, 
Kinnison will jump out of heli-
copter from 12,000 feet onto the 
Wildhorse Pow Wow Arena at 
Wildhorse Resort & Casino in 
Mission. The public is encour-
aged to attend the free event Sat-
urday, Aug. 4 at 5:30 p.m.

The evening event will kick 
off with music from the Joe 
Lindsay Family. The Lexing-
ton farmer also is a Pendleton 
graduate.

Kinnison, who was born in 
Enterprise, joined the U.S. Army 
in 1979. His cousin, Monte Rush, 
who was a member of the 82nd 
Airborne Division, steered him 
into joining the military.

“I had a lot of energy and I 
needed something to apply it 
to,” Kinnison said. “I was going 
down the wrong road doing the 
wrong things. I hung out with 
him and the next thing I know … 
I was in the recruiter’s office.”

After completing basic train-
ing at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
Kinnison made his first para-
chute jump. He was hooked. He 
left the Army in 1992 and seven 
years later joined the Special 
Forces Association Parachute 
Team, serving as team leader 
since 2009. Kinnison is looking 
forward to the local parachute 
performance.

“I might go all over the world 
and don’t get back that often but 
Pendleton is my hometown,” he 
said. “This will be one of my big-
gest honors.”

The all-volunteer team of 30 
— which includes current and 

retired military personnel, as 
well as a few qualified civilian 
jumpers — is a nonprofit orga-
nization that supports the Special 
Forces Association. The group 
raises money to assist wounded 
special operations soldiers. In 
addition to participating in 70 
demonstrations per year, they 
hold auctions for tandem jumps 
with team members. They have 
donate financial support to build 
specialized houses for wounded 
veterans and to provide therapy 
dogs for veterans experiencing 
post-traumatic stress disorder or 
other medical conditions.

Kinnison, who lives in North 
Carolina, works for the Special 
Warfare Training Group. How-
ever, the time he spends with the 
parachute team is what gives him 
the most satisfaction.

“As far as I’m concerned, 
when I step out the door with a 
flag during a jump — to have 
the whole stadium stand up and 
scream, ‘USA,’ you can’t replace 
that,” he said. 

Kinnison has fond memories 
of attending Pendleton Round-Up 

with his dad, Buford Kinnison. 
While his dad died a number of 
years ago, Kinnison is looking 
forward to having breakfast at 
the Rainbow Cafe and reminisc-
ing about his father’s rodeo days.

“My dad rode some bucking 
horses that they said couldn’t be 
rode, but he rode them,”  Kinni-
son said with pride.

In addition, he plans to drive 
out to Rieth to visit Shirley 
Young. While growing up, Kin-
nison said he spent a lot of time 
visiting his buddy, Ed Young, and 
grew close to his friend’s mom.

“She is an unbelievable 
woman,” Kinnison said. “She is 
like a mother to me.”

For more information about 
the reunion activities, contact 
Janet (Runnion) Koch at 541-
377-0584 or janetann2011@hot-
mail.com. For more about the 
Special Forces Association Para-
chute Team, visit www.sfapt.net.

———
Contact Community Edi-

tor Tammy Malgesini at tmal-
gesini@eastoregonian.com or 
541-564-4539

1978 PHS graduate to perform 
parachute jump at Wildhorse

PENDLETON

Contributed by Tim Wood of the Special Forces Association Parachute Team

Stanley “Bo” Kinnison performs a 2015 jump at Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, with the Special Forces Association Parachute 
Team. The 1978 Pendleton High School graduate will jump out 
of a helicopter from 12,000 feet Aug. 4 onto the Wildhorse Re-
sort & Casino Pow Wow Arena. 
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