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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Vice 
President Mike Pence has 
met with some of the con-
tenders for the Supreme 
Court vacancy created by 
Justice Anthony Kennedy’s 
retirement, The Associated 
Press has learned.

The meetings took place 
in recent days, according to 
a person familiar with the 
search process. The per-
son did not specify which 
candidates Pence met with 
and spoke on condition of 
anonymity Wednesday to 
describe the private search 
process.

President Donald Trump 
has spoken with seven 
potential candidates and is 
set to announce his decision 
on Monday.

Trump has said he’ll 
choose his nominee from a 
list of 25 candidates vetted 
by conservative groups. Top 
contenders include federal 
appeals judges Brett Kava-
naugh, Raymond Keth-
ledge, Amul Thapar and 
Amy Coney Barrett — all of 
whom spoke with Trump on 
Monday.

Trump has also spoken 
with Thomas Hardiman, 
who has served with Trump’s 
sister on the 3rd U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Phila-
delphia, according to a per-
son familiar with the con-
versation who also was not 
authorized to publicly dis-
cuss it.

Another candidate con-
sidered a top contender is 

Joan Larsen, who serves on 
the federal appeals court in 
Cincinnati.

The president spoke by 
phone with Republican Sen. 
Mike Lee of Utah on Mon-
day. He’s the only lawmaker 
on Trump’s list.

Trump’s choice to replace 
Kennedy — a swing vote on 
the nine-member court — 
has the potential to remake 
the court for a generation 
as part of precedent-shatter-
ing decisions on abortion, 
health care, gay marriage 
and other issues. Recogniz-
ing the stakes, many Demo-
crats have lined up in oppo-
sition to any Trump pick, 

and Republican lawmak-
ers and activists are seek-
ing to shape the president’s 
decision.

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., 
has told colleagues he may 
not vote for Kavanaugh if 
the judge is nominated, cit-
ing Kavanaugh’s role during 
the Bush administration on 
cases involving executive 
privilege and the disclosure 
of documents to Congress, 
said a person familiar with 
Paul’s conversations who 
spoke to the AP on condition 
of anonymity.

Some conservatives have 
pointed to Kethledge as a 
potential justice in the mold 

of Neil Gorsuch, Trump’s 
first Supreme Court nom-
inee last year. Both Keth-
ledge and Gorsuch once 
served Kennedy as law 
clerks. Kethledge, a Mich-
igan Law graduate, would 
add academic diversity to 
a court steeped in the Ivy 
League.

Since Trump said his 
short list includes at least 
two women, speculation has 
focused on Barrett, a former 
law clerk to Justice Antonin 
Scalia and a longtime Notre 
Dame Law School profes-
sor who currently serves on 
the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals.

As Trump weighs options, Pence 
meets with Supreme Court contenders

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A 
woman protesting U.S. 
immigration policy climbed 
the Statue of Liberty’s base 
and forced the monument’s 
evacuation on the Fourth 
of July hours after several 
other demonstrators had 
hung a banner on the stat-
ue’s pedestal and had been 
arrested.

About 100 feet abo-
veground, the climber 
engaged in a roughly four-
hour standoff with police 
before two New York 
Police Department officers 
climbed up to the base and 
went over to her. With the 
dramatic scene unfolding 
on live television, she and 
the officers edged carefully 
around the rim of the stat-
ue’s robes toward a ladder, 
and she climbed down about 
25 feet to the monument’s 
observation point and was 
taken into custody.

The woman had partic-
ipated earlier in displaying 
a banner calling for abolish-
ing the federal government’s 
chief immigration enforce-
ment agency, said Jay W. 
Walker, a member of Rise 
and Resist, which organized 
the demonstration.

The group initially 
tweeted that the climber 
had “no connection” to 
the demonstration. Walker 
later said she was involved 
but others had no idea she 
would make the climb, 
which wasn’t part of the 
planned protest. He said he 
didn’t know her name.

The climber ascended 
from the observation point, 
National Park Service 
spokesman Jerry Willis said. 
Visitors were forced to leave 
Liberty Island hours before 
its normal 6:15 p.m. closing 
time, he said.

Earlier and farther below, 
at least six people were 
taken into custody after 
unfurling a banner that read 
“Abolish I.C.E.,” Willis 
said. The message referred 
to Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, a part of 
the Department of Home-
land Security. ICE officers 
arrest and deport immi-
grants who are in the United 
States illegally, among other 
duties.

Willis said federal regu-
lations prohibit hanging ban-
ners from the monument.

New York-based Rise 
and Resist opposes Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
administration and advo-
cates ending deportations 
and family separations at the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

U.S. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions has said the 
president’s immigration pol-
icy is a step forward for pub-
lic safety.

Under Trump’s zero-tol-
erance policy, the govern-
ment has begun requiring 
border agents to arrest and 
prosecute anyone caught 
entering the country ille-
gally. That resulted in more 
than 2,000 children being 
separated from their parents 
within six weeks this spring.

Under public pressure, 
Trump later halted his pol-
icy of taking children from 
their detained parents. A 
federal judge in California 
ordered the Trump admin-
istration late last month to 
reunite the more than 2,000 
children with their parents 
in 30 days, or 14 days in the 
case of those under age 5.

“Abolish ICE” has 
become a rallying cry at 
some protests around the 
country and for some prom-
inent Democratic officials 
seeking to boost their pro-
gressive credentials.

Trump said on Twitter 
last week that abolishing 
ICE will “never happen!”

Protests and evacuations 
at the Statue of Liberty are 
rare but not unheard of.

Last February, someone 
hung a banner reading “Ref-
ugees Welcome” from the 
observation deck. The sign 
was taken down about an 
hour after being discovered.

A year earlier, a West 
Virginia man with psycho-
logical problems was sen-
tenced to time served after 
calling in a bomb threat. His 
call forced the evacuation 
of Liberty Island, sending 
3,200 people on boats back 
to lower Manhattan and 
New Jersey.

The statue, a gift from 
France, was dedicated in 
1886. It became a welcom-
ing symbol for immigrants 
and refugees coming to the 
U.S.

Protester scales Statue 
of Liberty’s base, 
forces evacuation

AP Photo/Evan Vucci

President Donald Trump greets supporters after arriving at the Greenbrier Valley Air-
port in Lewisburg, W.Va., before attending a “Salute to Service” dinner, Tuesday, 
July 3 in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va. 

AP Photo

In this image taken from video, people climb on the 
pedestal of the Statue of Liberty in New York Har-
bor Wednesday. A person scaled the statue’s base 
and forced its evacuation shortly after several other 
people were arrested for hanging a banner from the 
pedestal that called for abolishing the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agency. 

pay bump for the duration. 
According to salary data 
provided by the city of Uma-
tilla in the fall of 2017, Mab-
bott’s salary was $96,624 
and Pelleberg’s salary was 
$110,000.

City councilor Mel Ray 
said during Tuesday’s city 
council meeting that the 
decision of who to name as 
interim city manager was 
“one of the hardest decisions 
I’ve made since I’ve been a 
councilor.”

“We looked at this from 
every angle,” he said.

The council spent more 
than two hours in executive 
session last Thursday after 
Pelleberg’s announcement 
and spent more time behind 
closed doors Tuesday night 
before Michael Roxbury 
made a motion to appoint 
Mabbott as interim city man-
ager. Roxbury, Ray, Mark 
Keith and Ashley Wheeler 
voted in favor while Selene 
Torres-Medrano and Roak 
TenEyck voted against.

Earlier in the meeting, 
councilors approved a let-
ter of congratulations and 
thanks to Pelleberg, and 
took the time to thank him 
in front of the audience for 
fostering new growth and 
change in the city during 
his two years as city man-
ager. Roxbury said Uma-
tilla has had many city man-
agers but he was not sure he 
could point to one who has 
“moved the bar as far as you 
have.” 

Mayor Daren Dufloth 
said it was appropriate that 
the city was discussing a 
large transfer of government 
power in the city on the eve 
of the Fourth of July, when 
the country was celebrating 
the freedoms and democracy 
that allow for such things.

Pelleberg said he would 
certainly be back to check 
on Umatilla’s progress, and 
that he had been proud to 
be able to talk of new hous-
ing in Umatilla and reve-
nue growth without raising 
taxes, while getting together 
with other city managers 
whose cities struggled with 
those things.

“A lot’s happened,” he 
said.

SIP agreements
On Tuesday the coun-

cil also discussed Strategic 
Investment Program pay-
ments that Vadata Inc., a 
subsidiary of Amazon, will 
make to the county on three 
building projects. Two — 

in the Port of Umatilla and 
off Lind Road, known as the 
Bonney property — are in 
Umatilla city limits, while 
a third off Westland Road 
south of Hermiston is in the 
county.

The Strategic Investment 
Program is a 15-year incen-
tive that communities can 
offer to companies look-
ing to expand or build there. 
State statute dictates the first 
$25 million in real market 
value of the capital project 
is taxed at the usual rate. A 
community service fee equal 
to 25 percent of the proj-
ect, up to $500,000, is also 
assessed, with more flexi-
bility on how it is divided 
among the districts. Addi-
tional “annual improve-
ment payments” can also be 
negotiated at company and 
county discretion.

Umatilla County signed 
a SIP agreement with 
Vadata in August, and the 
county and city have been 
in dispute about it since. The 
county negotiated a $4 mil-
lion annual improvement 
payment, and Pelleberg 
claims the city should get 
at least half of it since two-
thirds of the sites covered 
are inside city limits (the 
city of Umatilla annexed the 
Bonney property last year). 
The county, however, cre-
ated a formula to split pro-
ceeds from just the two proj-
ects within city limits, and 
under that formula Umatilla 
will get roughly $1 million 
per year.

Pelleberg has pub-
licly stated that Uma-
tilla has spent $6 million 

in staff time, infrastructure 
improvements, roads, attor-
ney fees and other expenses 
to accommodate Vadata 
while the county has spent 
“nothing.” A document the 
city provided the county 
in October titled “City of 
Umatilla investments for 
Vadata projects” listed $6 
million for the Bonney site 
alone, mostly for “city share 
re-use system expansion” 
and “city share water system 
expansion.”

The county has ques-
tioned that number, how-
ever, and Pelleberg has not 
provided further information 
after requests from the East 
Oregonian for more records. 
In Tuesday’s agenda packet 
Pelleberg included a new 
table titled “City of Uma-
tilla investments for Vadata 
projects as of 6/28/18” that 
listed a total of $3,126,719 
in expenses, almost all of 
which is categorized under 
a water reuse project at 
the port site. It only lists 
$22,713 in “water and sewer 
service analysis” for the 
Bonney site.

Doug Olsen, the coun-
ty’s attorney, said in a recent 
interview that as far as the 
county is concerned, the $4 
million issue was “finished” 
when the city of Uma-
tilla signed onto the main 
SIP agreement in August. 
County commissioner 
George Murdock said the 
SIP money is a “huge bless-
ing” and will help the county 
balance its budget, and the 
community service fee will 
give special taxing districts 
a boost.

On Tuesday Pelleberg 
said the city was still in 
dispute with the county 
about the $4 million annual 
improvement payments, but 
recommended that the coun-
cil sign a resolution support-
ing the county’s plan for the 
second tier of SIP money: 
the $500,000 community 
service fee. 

The county recently 
approved an agreement to 
give up its own portion of 
the community service fee 
and divide the funds among 
six special districts, with 
about 64 percent going to 
Umatilla County Fire Dis-
trict #1. Mabbott said the 
city had been “informally 
approached” about giving 
up its own portion to the spe-
cial districts too, but it can’t 
afford to do so because of 
expenditures made in sup-
port of the Vadata projects.

“We were not part of 
these discussions, for the 
record, but the good news 
is the formula is one that 
works well,” she said. 

The council voted unan-
imously to support the deal 
but made it clear they only 
supported the decision on 
the community service fee, 
not the annual improvement 
payments.

———
Contact Jade McDowell 

at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536. 
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Continued from 1A

Store Wide 
Pre-Round-Up Sale!

Bargain 
Basement Prices

10-50% 

OFF

30-50 % 

OFF
� at’s right everything in 

the store is on sale! 

Must make room for 

Round Up items!

Pre-Round-Up Sale!
Antiques and Art on Main

221 S Main St  •  Pendleton, Oregon  •  509-953-8746

Store Hours: Monday, Wednesday, � ursday, Friday, & Saturday 10:30-5 

Sunday’s 11:00-5:00 • Dates for the sale July 5th thru July 29th

 

 

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
 

 

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

   
855-502-2578

   

Get a $100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when 

you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package 

or above.

OUT WITH CABLE.

IN WITH SAVINGS.

†$100 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. 
Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to 
rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services. Offer ends 6/30/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of 
AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. 

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Your Family Deserves The 

BEST
Technology...
Value...
TV!...

1-866-373-9175CALL TODAY

Save 20%!

190 Channels

$14./mo.
95

Add High Speed Internet

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 
Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3 
Smart HD DVR

• Watch and record 16 shows at once
• Get built-in Netflix and YouTube
• Watch TV on your mobile devices

Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Offer ends 7/11/18. Savings with 2 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All offers require credit qualification, 2 year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 

Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.  All new customers are subject to a one-time, nonrefundable processing fee.


