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DENVER (AP) — Large 
wildfires grew across the 
American West on Wednes-
day, keeping thousands of 
people out of their homes for 
the July 4 holiday and forc-
ing some strict bans on fire-
works to prevent new fires 
from igniting in the hot, dry 
region.

The National Interagency 
Fire Center on Wednesday 
reported more than 60 large, 
active blazes across the 
country, most in the drought-
stricken West where holi-
day festivities could lead to 
increased fire danger.

The third-largest fire in 
recorded Colorado history 
kept expanding, chewing 
through 147 square miles 
near Fort Garland, about 205 
miles southwest of Denver.

The Spring Fire has 
destroyed more than 100 
homes, and over 2,000 have 
been evacuated. Officials 
said preventing the flames 
from spreading toward the 
small mountain town of 
Cuchara is a priority.

Nearly 1,000 firefighters 
were working to gain con-
trol of the fire in unpredict-
able winds, but it was only 
slightly contained since 
sparking June 27.

“We’re holding our own,” 
Shane Greer, an incident 
commander with the Rocky 
Mountain Incident Manage-
ment Team told residents. 
“There’s some good fire-
fighting going on out there.”

Some fireworks displays 
were scheduled to go on in 
Denver and other large cit-
ies, but several mountain 
communities called off their 
holiday festivities to avoid 
any risk of flames.

In the southwestern 
mountain town of Silverton, 

a fireworks display was can-
celed in favor of live music 
and a parade. Aspen officials 
planned a fire-proof display 
using drone lights in place of 
fireworks.

Parts of Colorado and 
other Western states have 
been grappling with severe 
drought that’s made wild-
fires explosive so far this 
season.

Utah authorities ordered 
more residents to evacuate 
as a blaze grew to about 62 
square miles near a popular 
fishing reservoir amid high 
wind gusts, steep terrain and 
dry conditions.

It wasn’t clear how many 
more people were told to 
flee, but several hundred 
homes and cabins have been 
evacuated and the orders 
were extended to a 20-mile  
area dotted with trees and 
cabins.

The fire roughly two 
hours southeast of Salt Lake 
City has destroyed about 30 
structures. Officials in Utah 
closed a portion of Straw-

berry Reservoir so planes 
could scoop water and drop 
it onto the flames, but peo-
ple could still boat and fish 
on other parts of the water 
Wednesday.

A nearby RV campground 
tucked among cliffs and can-
yons was closed, leaving 
those hoping to visit for July 
4 to find another spot.

Darren Lewis and his 
extended family planned to 
spend the Fourth of July at 
a cabin built nearly 50 years 
ago by his father and uncle. 
Instead, Lewis and his fam-
ily will spend the holiday 
nervously waiting to hear 
if a half-century of family 
memories go up in smoke.

“There’s a lot of history 
and memories that go into 
this cabin,” said Lewis, 44, 
of Magna, Utah. “The cabin 
we could rebuild, but the 
trees that we love would be 
gone. We’re just hoping that 
the wind blows the other 
way.”

Officials believe the fire 
was human-caused, but they 

are still investigating how it 
started Sunday.

In Northern California, 
officials reported some prog-
ress against a wildfire threat-
ening hundreds of buildings 
but cautioned that wind and 
dry conditions could keep 
fueling the flames.

Officials said the fire 
that’s scorched 129 square 
miles in a rural area north-
west of Sacramento was 
slightly more contained than 
the previous day.

Weather could help 
Wednesday, which was 
expected to be the coolest 
day of the week, fire spokes-
man Israel Pinzon said. Tem-
peratures were forecast to be 
10 to 15 degrees lower than 
the triple digits that firefight-
ers have faced.

Roughly 2,500 people 
had been forced from their 
homes. Pinzon said offi-
cials lifted some mandatory 
evacuations Tuesday night, 
though he didn’t know how 
many people were allowed 
to return home.

Growing wildfires in U.S. West 
mean more red on Fourth of July

BOISE, Idaho 
(AP) — Lit-
tle Ruya Kadir 
had sparkling 
eyes, a few basic 
belongings and 
not much else 
when she arrived 
in Boise more 
than two years 
ago.

But at just six months 
old, she had the most 
important thing: A mother 
who loved her so fiercely 
that she left behind her 
homeland, her husband 
and everything she knew 
so Ruya would grow up in 
a safe place.

Ruya was at her third 
birthday party — complete 
with a pink doll-shaped 
cake and a Disney princess 
banner — Saturday eve-
ning when a man armed 
with a large knife attacked. 
Ruya and five other chil-
dren were badly injured, 
along with the three adults 
who tried to protect them.

Timmy Kinner, a 
30-year-old homeless man 
who had briefly been a 
guest at the apartment com-
plex where Ruya lived, has 
been charged with first-de-
gree murder and several 

other felonies in 
connection with 
the attack.

And Ruya’s 
mother Bifituu 
Kadir is mourn-
ing her little girl, 
slain in the very 
community that 
was supposed to 
keep her safe.

Police say Kinner had 
recently been asked to 
leave the apartment com-
plex because of bad behav-
ior. They say the attack 
does not appear to be a hate 
crime.

“I remember Ruya when 
she was just a little bundle 
in my arms,” said Megan 
Schwab, an employment 
specialist with the Inter-
national Rescue Commit-
tee who befriended Bifituu 
and Ruya when they first 
arrived in Boise as Ethio-
pian refugees in 2015.

“It was a very long jour-
ney, not something she 
talks about a lot but I do 
know she was fleeing vio-
lence,” Schwab said. “She 
was alone with her little 
baby and very strong ... she 
had a lot of resolve to pro-
tect her and create a new 
life for them.”

Refugee who fled 
violence mourns 
daughter slain in Idaho

Darin Oswald/Idaho Statesman via AP

Bifituu Kadir remembers her only child, 3-year-old 
daughter Ruya Kadir, who was stabbed at her own 
birthday party along with others last Saturday when 
a man armed with a large knife attacked them.

Ruya Kadir

Helen H. Richardson/The Denver Post via AP

The Spring Creek Fire continues to burn in Costilla County on Tuesday in La Veta, 
Colo. More than 100 homes in the Colorado mountains were destroyed by a growing 
wildfire, while hundreds of others across the parched U.S. West remained under 
evacuations Tuesday and the closure of recreation areas derailed holiday plans.

Large fires in 
Colorado, Utah, 
and California 
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A&E C2 First 48: Love The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD LivePD LivePD 

AMC 60 Movie :25 <+ Piranha Elisabeth Shue. :25 <+++ Jaws 2 (‘78, Hor) Roy Scheider. <+++ Lethal Weapon (‘87, Act) Mel Gibson. <+++ Lethal Weapon 2 (‘89, Act) Mel Gibson. <+++ Lethal Weapon 3 Mel Gibson. 

ANPL 24 Animal Cops A. Cops "Fragile" Pit Bull Parolees Pit Bull Parolees North Woods Law Star Law "Busted" Lone Star Law Lone Star Law Lone Star Law To Be Announced Northwest Law Lone Star Law 

CMT 43 Home I. Home I. Home I. Home I. Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Nashville (N) <+++ The Longest Yard (‘05, Com) Adam Sandler. Nashville Cowboys Cheer. 

CNBC 72 Closing Bell Fast Money Mad Money Undercover Boss Undercover Boss Undercover Boss Undercover Boss The Profit Profit "Tea2Go" The Profit Paid Program 

CNN 68 CNN Newsroom The Lead The Situation The Situation OutFront A. Cooper 360 A. Cooper 360 The Seventies The Seventies The Seventies The Seventies The Seventies 
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DISN 26 To Be Announced Bunk'd Jessie StuckM. Liv/Mad Raven's. StuckM. Andi M. Bizaard. Jessie Bunk'd Bunk'd Raven's. Andi M. StuckM. Bizaard. Bizaard. Bunk'd Jessie Andi M. StuckM. 

ESPN 33 ITF Tennis Wimbledon (L) First Take Special (L) SportsCenter (N) BODY10: ESPN (N) Poker World Series Site: Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino (L) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) 

ESPN2 34 NBA: The Jump (L) Talk (L) ESPN FC SportsN Spec. Olympics (L) NFL Live WNBA Basketball L.A./Min. (L) NBA: The Jump NFL Live Nación ESPN (N) First Take Special (N) 

FNC 66 Shepard Smith Your World The Five Special Report The Story Tucker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle Fox News Tucker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle 

FOOD 61 Cake Wars Pioneer Pioneer Comeback BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay Chopped Chopped Chopped BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay 

FREE 32 Reba Reba Middle Middle Middle Middle Middle Middle Mother <++ Armageddon (‘98, Adv) Liv Tyler, Ben Affleck, Bruce Willis. CloakDagger (N) <+++ Tarzan Tony Goldwyn. The 700 Club 

FX 6C < The Amazing ... Mother Mother Mike&M. Mike&M. Mike&M. Mike&M. <++ White House Down (‘13, Act) Channing Tatum. <+++ The Wolf of Wall Street (‘13, Dra) Jonah Hill, Leonardo DiCaprio. < The Wolf of... 

GOLF 88 Golf PGA Golf A Military Tribute Site: The Old White TPC (L) LPGA Golf Thornberry Creek Classic (L) Golf Central (N) PGA Golf A Military Tribute Site: The Old White TPC PGA Golf A Military Tribute
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LIFE 29 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy < The Simone Biles Story: Courage... < Faith Under Fire Toni Braxton. :05 < Twist of Faith Toni Braxton. 
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SYFY 67 CSI CSI: Crime Scene <++ Saw (‘04, Hor) Leigh Whannell. :45 < Freddy's Dead: The Final Nig... :45 <++ National Treasure: Book of Secrets :15 <++ Gods of Egypt (‘16, Adv) Gerard Butler. Face Off 

TBS C9 Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Fam.Guy Fam.Guy Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld BigBang BigBang BigBang BigBang Conan

TCM C6 :15  < Great Air Race (1965) <+++ Gumball Rally Raul Julia. <+++ The Blob :45 <+++ The Magnificent Seven Yul Brynner. <+++ Never So Few Frank Sinatra. :15 < Somebody... 

TLC 49 Say Yes Say Yes 600 Life "Jennifer and Marissa's Story" My 600-lb Life My 600-lb Life My 600-lb Life "Janine's Story" 600-lb Life "One Ton Family: Part One" 600-lb "One Ton Family: Part Two" My 600-lb Life 

TNT C7 Supernatural Super. "Road Trip" Bones Bones Bones NCIS:NewOrleans NCIS:NewOrleans NCIS:NewOrleans < Captain America: Civil War (‘16, Act) Chris Evans. <++ Sky High 

UNI 21 Notic. Vecinos Rosa Guadalupe Como dice dicho Simplemente El gordo y la flaca Primer impacto P. Luche Notic. Rosa Guadalupe El Rico y Lazaro Bestias Por Amar Sin Ley Impacto Noticie. 

USA C8 SVU "Class" SVU "Venom" SVU "Fat" SVU "Web" SVU "Influence" <++ Rush Hour 3 Chris Tucker. :55 <+++ Rush Hour Jackie Chan. Queen South (N) Shooter (N) SVU "Uncle" 
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P
R

E
M

IU
M

 

HBO C18 Believer :45 <++ Chicago :45 < Undercover Brother :15 < Goodbye Christopher Robin :05 < The Mountain Between Us <+++ Blade Runner 2049 Ryan Gosling. :45 Real Sports Movie 

HBO2 C20 Movie :50 < The Zookeeper's Wife Jessica Chastain. Real Sports <++ Dinner for Schmucks :55 <++ Duplicity Clive Owen. Last Wk VICE < The Devil Wears Prada :50 < American Made 

HBO3 C21 <++ Live by Night :45 < Gifted (‘17, Dra) Chris Evans. <++ Bridget Jones's Diary :15 < Snatched :50 <+++ Good Will Hunting Matt Damon. <++ Being John Malkovich < Bridget Jones... 

MAX C49 :10 <+ Cop Out (‘10, Act) Bruce Willis. <++ Edge of Darkness Mel Gibson. <++ The Statement Michael Caine. <+++ Speed (‘94, Act) Keanu Reeves. < The Broken Lena Headey. <++ Self/ Less Ben Kingsley. Strike 

SHOW C78 Movie :45 <+ Bad Moms Mila Kunis. <+++ Terms of Endearment :45 <++ The Stepford Wives < Bridget Jones: The Ed... :20 <+ Bad Moms Mila Kunis. The Affair Shameless 

STARZ 621 :05 <++ Coneheads <+++ Stepmom Julia Roberts. :40  Stranger Fruit <+++ Payback Mel Gibson. :10 < Life (‘17, Hor) Jake Gyllenhaal. <++ 2012 (‘09, Act) Amanda Peet, John Cusack. Movie 

STZENC 644 < Ferris Bueller... :05 <++ 30 Days of Night <++++ Thunderball Sean Connery. :15 <+++ Platoon Charlie Sheen. :15 <+++ Ferris Bueller's Day Off <+++ Licence to Kill Timothy Dalton. :15 < 30 Days of... 
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