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By MARK SHERMAN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A 
sharply divided Supreme 
Court upheld President Don-
ald Trump’s ban on travel 
from several mostly Mus-
lim countries Tuesday, the 
conservative majority tak-
ing his side in a major rul-
ing supporting his presi-
dential power. A dissenting 
liberal justice said the court 
was making a historic mis-
take by refusing to recog-
nize the ban discriminates 
against Muslims.

The 5-4 decision was a 
big victory for Trump in the 
court’s first substantive rul-
ing on one of his admin-
istration’s policies. It also 
was the latest demonstra-
tion of a newly invigorated 
conservative majority and a 
bitter defeat for the court’s 
liberals.

The ruling came on an 
issue that has been central 
for Trump, from his cam-
paign outbursts against 
“radical Islamic terrorism” 
through his presidency. He 
tweeted a quick reaction — 
“Wow!” — and then cel-
ebrated at greater length 
before TV cameras.

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts wrote the majority opin-
ion for the five conservative 
justices, including Trump 
nominee Neil Gorsuch, 
who got his seat only after 
Republicans blocked Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s nomi-
nee for the last 10 months of 
Obama’s term.

Roberts wrote that the 
travel ban was well within 
U.S. presidents’ consider-
able authority over immi-
gration and responsibil-
ity for keeping the nation 
safe. He rejected the chal-
lengers’ claim of anti-Mus-
lim bias that rested in large 
part on Trump’s own tweets 
and statements over the past 
three years.

But Roberts was care-
ful not to endorse either 
Trump’s statements about 
immigration in general 
or Muslims in particular, 
including his campaign call 
for “a complete and total 
shutdown of Muslims enter-
ing the United States.”

“We express no view on 
the soundness of the policy,” 
Roberts wrote.

The travel ban has been 
fully in place since Decem-
ber, when the justices put the 
brakes on lower court rulings 
that had ruled the policy out 
of bounds and blocked part 
of it from being enforced. It 
applies even to people with 
close relatives in the United 
States and other strong con-
nections to the country.

In a dissent she summa-
rized aloud in court, Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor said, “His-
tory will not look kindly on 
the court’s misguided deci-
sion today, nor should it.” 
Justices Stephen Breyer, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
Elena Kagan also dissented.

Sotomayor wrote that 

based on the evidence in the 
case “a reasonable observer 
would conclude that the 
Proclamation was motivated 
by anti-Muslim animus.” 
She said her colleagues in 
the majority arrived at the 
opposite result by “ignoring 
the facts, misconstruing our 
legal precedent and turning 
a blind eye to the pain and 
suffering the Proclamation 
inflicts upon countless fam-
ilies and individuals, many 
of whom are United States 
citizens.”

She likened the case to 
the discredited Korematsu V. 
U.S. decision that upheld the 
detention of Japanese-Amer-
icans during World War II. 
Roberts responded in his 
opinion that “Korematsu has 
nothing to do with this case” 
and “was gravely wrong the 
day it was decided.”

The travel ban was 
among the court’s biggest 
cases this term and the latest 
in a string of 5-4 decisions in 
which the conservative side 
of the court, bolstered by 
the addition of Gorsuch last 

year, prevailed. He was cho-
sen by Trump after Repub-
licans in the Senate refused 
to grant a hearing to federal 
appeals Judge Merrick Gar-
land who was nominated by 
Obama in March 2016.

Soon after the ruling, the 
campaign of Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell of Kentucky, who 
orchestrated the strategy 
to keep the high court seat 
away from Obama, tweeted 
a photo of McConnell and 
Gorsuch.

The Trump policy applies 
to travelers from five coun-
tries with overwhelmingly 
Muslim populations — 
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Syria 
and Yemen. It also affects 
two non-Muslim countries, 
blocking travelers from 
North Korea and some Ven-
ezuelan government offi-
cials and their families. A 
sixth majority Muslim coun-
try, Chad, was removed from 
the list in April after improv-
ing “its identity-manage-
ment and information shar-
ing practices,” Trump said. 

High court OKs Trump’s travel 
ban, rejects Muslim bias claim
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Protesters hold up signs and call out against the Supreme Court ruling upholding 
President Donald Trump’s travel ban outside the Supreme Court in Washington.
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Senate Finance Committee chair Sen. Orrin Hatch, 
R-Utah, left, and ranking member Sen. Ron Wyden, 
D-Ore., right, speak with Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar before a hearing on prescription 
drug pricing, Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington.  

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The number of migrant 
children in custody after 
being separated from their 
parents barely dropped 
since last week, even as 
Trump administration said 
it’s doing everything pos-
sible to expedite family 
reunification.

Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex 
Azar told senators at a 
hearing Tuesday that his 
agency currently has 2,047 
migrant children — or six 
fewer than the total HHS 
count last week. Confusion 
reigned, with officials tell-
ing reporters they couldn’t 
provide complete numbers 
because they are focused 
on reuniting families.

Finance Committee 
Democrats told Azar it 
doesn’t seem like much 
progress is being made 
on reuniting families, 
even after President Don-
ald Trump scaled back his 
“zero tolerance” policy on 
the southwest border.

“HHS, Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Justice Depart-
ment seem to be doing a 
lot more to add to the bed-

lam and deflect blame than 
they’re doing to tell parents 
where their kids are,” said 
Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore.

Azar suggested that par-
ents share the blame.

“It’s not a desirable sit-
uation to have children 
separated from their par-
ents,” he said. “Listen, to 
be upfront, if the parents 
didn’t bring them across 
illegally this would never 
happen.”

Many parents have 
trekked north from Central 
America fleeing rampant 
violence in their countries, 
saying they fear for their 
lives and their children’s 
lives, and claiming asylum 
under U.S. laws.

The current total of 
2,047 in HHS shelters 
compares to the 2,053 the 
agency reported last week.

Azar didn’t say whether 
additional children had 
been transferred to HHS 
in the meantime. For years 
the department has housed 
unaccompanied minors 
who cross the border, but 
handling large numbers 
of separated kids presents 
new challenges.

HHS has 2,047 
children; full U.S. 
count still lacking
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