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Fire-prone Northern California
hit by another big blaze

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)
— Thousands were forced to
flee their homes Monday as
major wildfires encroached
on a charred area of North-
ern California still recovering
from severe blazes in recent
years, sparking concern the
state may be in for another
destructive series of wildfires
this summer.

Severe  drought  has
already forced officials in
several western states to
close national parks as pre-
cautions against wildfires and
issue warnings throughout
the region to prepare for the
Wworst.

In California, officials said
unusually hot weather, high
winds and highly flammable
vegetation turned brittle by
drought helped fuel the fires
that began over the weekend,
the same conditions that led to
the state’s deadliest and most
destructive fire year in 2017.

Gov. Jerry Brown on Mon-
day declared a state of emer-
gency in Lake County, where
the biggest fire was raging
about 120 miles north of San
Francisco, a rural region par-
ticularly hard-hit by fires in
recent years. The declaration
will enable officials to receive
more state resources to fight
the fire and for recovery.

Jim Steele, an elected
supervisor, said the county
is impoverished and its
fire-fighting equipment anti-
quated. He also said the
county has just a few roads
into and out of the region,
which can hinder response
time. Steele said the area has
also been susceptible to fire
for many decades because
of dense brush and trees in
the sparsely populated area,
but the severity of the latest
blazes is unexpected.

“What’s happened with
the more warming climate
is we get low humidity and
higher winds and then when

we get a fire that’s worse than
it’s been in those 50 years,”
Steele said.

The fire that broke out
Saturday evening has forced
3,000 residents from their
homes and destroyed at least
22 buildings. It is the lat-
est devastating blaze to rip
through the isolated and
impoverished county of just
65,000 people in the last few
years.

In 2015, a series of fires
destroyed 2,000 buildings and
killed four people.

The following year, an
arsonist started a fire that
wiped out 300 buildings.

Last year, the county was
among those ravaged by a
string of fires that ripped
through Northern California
wine country.

“I think we’re all just
so traumatized and over-
whelmed with all these fires
year after year, this whole
community is at a breaking
point,” said Terri Gonsalves,
55, who evacuated her home
around midnight Sunday.

She put four goats into her
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truck after she looked out her
back window and saw a big
hill aflame. She is staying
with her daughter in nearby
Middletown, a small city
where dozens of homes were
destroyed in 2015. “When
this stuff happens, we rally
around each other.”

Fire Battalion Chief Jona-
than Cox said more than 230
firefighters were battling the
Lake County fire in a rugged
area that made it difficult to
get equipment close the blaze.

A forestry scientist says
it’s difficult to forecast how
severe California’s wildfires
will be this year, but said
the drought-dried vegetation
throughout the state is a bad
omen.

“You have a lot of grass
and its dry and that’s cause
for concern,” said Keith Gil-
less, the dean of the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley’s
department of environmental
science.

Authorities on Monday
afternoon lifted evacuation
orders in Tehama County,
where two wildfires were
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A structure leveled by a wildfire rests in a clearing on Wolf Creek Road near Clearlake
Oaks, Calif., on Sunday. Wind-driven wildfires destroyed buildings and threatened
hundreds of others Sunday as they raced across dry brush in rural Northern California.

burning. Multiple homes and
businesses in the city of Red
Bluff were destroyed.

A Red Bluff police offi-
cer helping residents evac-
uate lost his home, author-
ities said. Red Bluff Police
Lt. Matt Hansen said people
had donated about $10,000 in
cash along with furniture and
clothing to the family as they
search for a rental home.

Residents also fled a wild-
fire in Shasta County.

No cause has been deter-
mined for any of the fires.

Last year, California’s
costliest fires killed 44 people
and tore through the state’s
wine country in October,
causing an estimated $10 bil-
lion in damage.

While the weekend’s
blazes were the first major
ones of the season to hit Cal-
ifornia, others have raged
throughout the west for
weeks. Earlier this month, a
Colorado wildfire forced res-
idents of more than 2,000
homes to evacuate. The last
evacuees returned home last
week.
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Andy Barron /The Reno Gazette-Journal via AP
U.S. Attorney General Jefferson Sessions talks
about immigration at the NASRO School Safety
Conference at the Peppermill Resort on Monday in
Reno, Nev.

Authorities abandon
‘zero-tolerance’ for
immigrant families

Associated Press

MCcALLEN, Texas (AP)
— The Trump administra-
tion has scaled back a key
element of its zero-tolerance
immigration policy amid a
global uproar over the the
separation of more than
2,300 migrant families, halt-
ing the practice of turning
over parents to prosecutors
for charges of illegally enter-
ing the country.

Customs and Border Pro-
tection Commissioner Kevin
McAleenan  said  Mon-
day that President Donald
Trump’s order last week to
stop splitting immigrant fam-
ilies at the border required a
temporary halt to prosecut-
ing parents and guardians,
unless they had criminal his-
tory or the child’s welfare
was in question. He insisted
the White House’s zero tol-
erance policy toward illegal
entry remained intact.

McAleenan’s comments
came shortly after Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions
defended the administra-
tion’s tactics in a speech in
Nevada and asserted that
many children were brought
to the border by violent gang

members.
Together,

their remarks

added to the nationwide con-
fusion as mothers and fathers

struggled to

reunite fami-

lies that were split up by the

government

sent to differ

country.
Families

and sometimes
ent parts of the

are  growing

increasingly frustrated in try-
ing to reunite with their chil-
dren after weeks apart.

A mother from Guate-

mala wiped

tears from her

eyes Monday as she told
reporters in El Paso, Texas,
about her 4-year-old son
being taken away after they
crossed the border.

The boy

ended up at a

shelter in New York. When
the mother contacted a social
worker to speak with her son,
she was told that the child

was angry an
talk because

d didn’t want to
he believed his

mother had abandoned him.
The mother was one of

five parents
their ordeals

who described
to reporters in

El Paso. Speaking Spanish
and all wearing ankle brace-
lets, the parents said they
have not been told when

they will see

their sons and

daughters again.
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