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HEMP: At least 35 states have passed hemp statutes
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the Farm Bill would pro-
vide clarity on hemp’s legal-
ity at the federal level. Under
the legislation, states would
become the primary regu-
lators of hemp production.
Hemp farmers could also
become eligible to apply for
crop insurance, and research-
ers studying hemp could
apply for competitive grants
through the USDA.

“It’s going to be a real
interesting year,” Kurtz said.
“Over the next 12 months,
we’ll start seeing more states
adopt hemp programs.”

For 25 years, Kurtz lived
and worked in upstate New
York as a fresh-cut flower
farmer. He relocated to Ore-
gon and founded Oregon
Fusion to get a foot in the
door of the upstart hemp
industry.

Hemp has the potential
to be a “major disruptor”
in several facets of the U.S.
agricultural economy, Kurtz
believes.

“We are at its infancy in
potential,” he said.

Though hemp and mar-
jjuana are both cannabis
plants, hemp contains no
more than 0.3 percent tetra-
hydrocannabinol, or THC,
the psychoactive component
in pot that gets users high.
Industrial hemp can be used
in several food and health
products, fiber, paper, plas-
tic, cosmetics and building
materials such as a mixture
of hemp biomass and lime
known as “hempcrete.”

Oregon Fusion grows
hemp specifically for canna-
binoid extract — known as
CBD — that goes into mints
and cigarettes, called cones.
Kurtz said he believes con-
sumer demand for the prod-
ucts is only going to increase,
and Oregon is already blaz-
ing the trail for testing and
quality standards.

“It’s like a rocket ship,”
he said. “This thing is just
exploding.”

Farm bill

McConnell, who also
serves on the Senate Agricul-
ture Committee, introduced
the Hemp Farming Act of
2018 in April, garnering
bipartisan support from more
than 25 senators, includ-
ing Oregon Democrats Ron
Wyden and Jeff Merkley.

On June 13, the committee
passed the 2018 Farm Bill,
which includes language
from the Hemp Farming Act.
In a statement, Wyden said
hemp has proven itself as a
“job-creating growth indus-
try with far-reaching eco-
nomic potential.”

“It’s just common sense
that farmers in Oregon and
across our country should be
allowed to cultivate this cash
crop,” Wyden said.

Courtney Moran, a Port-
land attorney and president
of the Oregon Industrial
Hemp Farmers Association,
worked closely with the sen-
ators for more than a year
crafting the bill’s language to
clarify what she described as
“gray areas” in federal law.

Moran said the bill more
clearly defines hemp to
include any part of the plant
— including all seeds, deriv-
atives, extracts, cannabi-
noids, isomers and salts.

“When we say any part
of the plant, we truly mean
any part of the plant,” Moran
said.

Joy Beckerman, a lobby-
ist and consultant with Hemp
Ace International and presi-
dent of the Hemp Industries
Association, said the bill
provides much-needed clar-
ity on hemp’s legal status,
opening the door to inves-
tors and interstate commerce
that will allow the industry to
flourish.

Beckerman, who was a
key figure in drafting rules
for Washington state’s hemp
program before she moved
to New York, said CBD
extract is driving the indus-
try for now, though addi-
tional investment could help
pay for infrastructure to

tap into what she calls the
“trillion-dollar  industries,”
namely paper, fiber and

construction.

While there is no official
estimate for U.S. hemp sales,
the Hemp Industries Associ-
ation reports that retail sales
for hemp products totaled

nearly $600 million in 2015.
“This bill is going to cata-

pult the hemp industry in the

U.S.,” Beckerman said.

State programs

According to the National
Conference of State Legisla-
tures, at least 35 states have
already passed industrial
hemp statutes.

House Bill 4060 estab-
lished rules for Oregon’s
Industrial Hemp Program in
2016. By the end of the year,
the state had 70 registered
hemp growers, 53 handlers
and a little more than 1,200
total acres.

Since then, the program
has seen a sharp increase in
year-to-year registration. In
2017, the numbers swelled
to 233 growers, 176 handlers
and 3,400 acres. The same
year, the Legislature passed
Senate Bill 1015, allowing
licensed processors to make
CBD extracts.

So far in 2018, there are
more than 420 growers, 122
handlers and 7,800 acres.
As a comparison, that is
more than the total acreage
devoted to hops in Oregon in
2016, when 7,765 acres were
grown.

“It’s pretty dramatic,”
Gary McAninch, indus-
trial hemp program man-
ager for the Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture, said of
the growth.

ODA not only handles
registration of growers and
handlers, but oversees test-
ing of the product to ensure
it does not exceed the 0.3
percent THC threshold. This
year, McAninch said the pro-
gram will also allow private
accredited labs to conduct
testing.

“We got very busy last
year doing that, and we got
stretched pretty thin because
we had limited staff,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the industrial
hemp pilot program in Wash-
ington state has been slower
to gain traction.

Hector Castro, spokes-
man for the Washington State
Department of Agriculture,
said the pilot was created in
2016 with a one-time appro-
priation of $145,000. During
the first year, 2017, it regis-
tered just four growers, one
seed distributor, one proces-
sor and one combined grow-
er-processor, raising $8,000
from those seven licenses.

The hemp pilot was sus-
pended during the win-
ter heading into its sec-
ond year before lawmakers
came up with $100,000 to
save it. Castro said just one
license holder, the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation, has applied for
renewal on 120 acres.

“We would need to be in
a position where the industry
fees could support the pro-
gram,” Castro said.

Other western states are
farther behind the hemp
bandwagon.

The state of Idaho does
not currently allow the cul-
tivation of industrial hemp.
The  California  Indus-
trial Hemp Farming Act
took effect on Jan. 1, 2017,
though registration is not yet
available, according to the
state Department of Food
and Agriculture.

Farm potential

Bonny Jo Peterson, a lob-
byist for the Industrial Hemp
Association of Washington,
is undeterred by the lacklus-
ter start to that state’s hemp
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pilot. She said there is “a

T e W S|

orge Plaven/EO Me

Group
Adam Kurtz, who owns Oregon Fusion with business partner Ed McCauley, checks
young potted hemp plants at one of the company’s greenhouses near Boring.
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Cannabinoid, or CBD, oil is one of the main products driv-
ing interest in growing hemp in Oregon and Washington.

lot of excitement, as well as
interest from farmers.”

If new regulations come
out of the Farm Bill, Peter-
son said she believes there
may be as many as 100
licensed growers in Wash-
ington by next year.

“There’s a lot of large
farmers that are just wait-
ing for it to be viable at the
federal level for crop insur-
ance,” Peterson said.

Peterson also said she
plans to start growing hemp
next year at a farm out-
side Sequim, Wash., on the
Olympic Peninsula.

“My interest is in build-
ing materials and paper,”
Peterson said. “I see the via-
bility in food, plastics, bio-
fuel and getting rid of fossil
fuels. Those are the things
that get me excited, and get-
ting farmers back in control
of their crops.”

Kurtz, with  Oregon
Fusion, said farmers can
make up to $50,000 per acre
growing hemp for CBD oil
extract. That assumes the
crop yields of about 2,000
pounds per acre, at $30 per
pound. Expenses for farmers
typically range from $10,000
to $15,000 per acre, he said.

Profits will increase with
the development of high-
er-value markets, Kurtz said.

Gail Greenman, direc-
tor of national affairs for the
Oregon Farm Bureau, said
the organization supports
the federal Hemp Farming
Act, providing farmers with
another specialty crop to
potentially grow their bot-
tom line.

“We look forward to a
more expansive market of
products that Oregon farm-
ers grow well, and can see
an economic benefit not only
to farmers in Oregon, but the
state as a whole.”

Getting started

Rick Walsh, a farmer near
Klamath Falls, is planting
roughly seven acres of hemp
for the first time this year.

Walsh, who had been
growing medical marijuana
for the last couple of years,
said he decided to switch to
industrial hemp based on the
recent glut of pot in Oregon.
An article by the Associ-
ated Press reported there are
nearly 1 million pounds of
usable flower in the system,
and an additional 350,000
pounds of marijuana extracts,
edibles and tinctures.

“Basically, there’s so
much marijuana around that
it’s almost physically impos-
sible to get rid of it,” Walsh
said.

Walsh said he is growing
hemp for the CBD extract,
a market he believes will
remain profitable for at least
the next year or two before
more competition enters the
marketplace.

“I'm hoping to get in

early enough to get some
plants and ... prosper,” he
said. “Right now, there’s
quite a bit of demand.”

Brandon Scales, of North-
west Hemp Commodities,
registered his business with
the state earlier this year.
He and his business partners
are growing hemp at sev-
eral locations statewide and
working to open a storefront
selling CBD oil extract and
products in Salem within the
next few months.

Anthony Rushford, a
seed geneticist who has
bred more than 200 strains
of hemp, joined Northwest
Hemp Commodities to help
create a vertically integrated
company, from seed to final
product.

“l really think this is
going to be a huge thing,”
Rushford said. “The possi-
bilities are endless.”

Scales said they also
hope to break into the fiber
and hempcrete markets as
the business develops.

“Every part of that plant
has a purpose,” Scales said.
“I just see how beneficial it
is and how many people it’s
going to be able to help, and
help the planet at the same
time.”

GUN: Easy to mistake
replica for real firearm

Continued from 1A

their heads and headed
to nearby Blue Mountain
Community College.

Dry firing is firing a gun
without ammunition, and
Roberts said police found
no shell casing.

Roberts said every
available unit from Oregon
State Police, the Umatilla
County Sheriff’s Office
and Umatilla Tribal Police
Department joined Pend-
leton officers in the search
that encompassed the col-
lege and nearby apart-
ments. The search led to
the shut down of the col-
lege campus, and the sher-
iff’s office search and res-
cue drone even helped.

But police found no
one, Roberts said. They
checked the surveillance
cameras at Club 24 on
Westgate, and again got
nothing. One of the youth
was adamant the white bag
was from Walmart, 2203
S.W. Court Ave. Roberts
said police viewed the
store’s surveillance foot-
age and again saw nothing.

The city’s own surveil-
lance cameras in the area
were of no help. Roberts
said staff was changing
over the servers for those
cameras, so they were
down. He also said there
was a delay from when the
first call about the armed
man came into the coun-
ty’s dispatch center and
when that report when out.

“We’re still trying to
drill down on that,” he
said.

Attempts to find the
shooter went on until about
7:30-8 p.m. that night, he
said, and Friday officers
returned to Mountain View
Apartments, 2410 N.W.
Carden Ave., which are

just below the college, to
check apartments where no
one was home or answered
Thursday.

This  time, police
found 24-year-old Clem-
ent Hassa. Roberts said
Hassa bought a BB-gun
— a replica of a real gun
— from Walmart. Police
arrested and questioned
Hassa for disorderly con-
duct. Rather than booking
him into jail, police cited
Hassa to appear in court
later. Roberts said that was
due to the nature of the
crime, the fact no one was
injured and because the
sheriff’s office prefers to
use its weekend jail space
for more serious offenders.

Roberts said Hassa
admitted to firing the gun,
which can make a small
sound, so the youth may
have mistaken that as the
report of a real gun. And
given how much Has-
sa’s BB-gun resembles a
real gun, Roberts said, he
is not surprised the youth
reported seeing or hear-
ing something that did not
occur.

Police  pursued the
charge of menacing, but
Roberts said the stories
from Hassa and the youth
were “night and day,” and
without the corroboration
the department had to go
with disorderly conduct.

State  court records
show no criminal cases
against Hassa.

The police chief also
expressed frustration with
the situation. Pendleton
officers late last year shot
and wounded Matthew
Hoisington of Pendleton
after he flashed similar
replica guns. Roberts said
this is a problem nation-
wide and some cases have
resulted in fatal shootings.

BOY: Father says boy
was wearing helmet
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where he was placed in a
medically-induced coma
for a few days due to
swelling in his brain.
Gutierrez said Zed-
drik’s father Oscar wanted
to convey his thanks to
the community for all
of their support, includ-
ing neighbors watering
the family’s yard while
they are in Portland and a
GoFundMe page set up to
help the family with med-
ical expenses. He also
wanted to say thank you
to Umatilla County Fire
District 1’s paramedics

and firefighters for their
quick response and care of
Zeddrik while Life Flight
was on its way. He cred-
its the “power of prayer”
for helping Zeddrik pull
through too.

The family also hopes
that safety improvements
for the skate park will be
looked at, and said Zed-
drik was wearing a helmet
and being supervised by
his father when the acci-
dent happened.

Zeddrik, 12, formerly
attended Rocky Heights
Elementary School and
plans to attend Sandstone
Middle School in the fall.

Saturday June 23,2018
8:30 AM - Roy Raley Park
$25.00 Includes Water bottle & T-shirt

Register today at

https://stanthonymuttstrut.itsyourrace.com

Proceeds will Benefit the

St. Anthony Hospital Alternative Therapy Program
(including Pet Therapy)
and PAWS. Animal Shelter in Pendleton.
For more information call 541-278-2627
or email EmilySmith@chiwest.com
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