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Associated Press

McALLEN, Texas — 
The U.S. government wres-
tled with the ramifications 
Thursday of President Don-
ald Trump’s move to stop 
separating families at the 
border, with no clear plan to 
reunite the more than 2,300 
children already taken from 
their parents and Congress 
again failing to take action 
on immigration reform.

In a day of confusion 
and conflicting reports, the 
Trump administration began 
drawing up plans to house as 
many as 20,000 migrants on 
U.S. military bases. But offi-
cials gave differing accounts 
as to whether those beds 
would be for children or for 
entire families.

At the same time, the 
Justice Department went to 
court in an attempt to over-
turn a decades-old settle-
ment that limits to 20 days 
the amount of time migrant 
children can be locked up 
with their families.

Democratic mayors and 
religious leaders, mean-
while, traveled to the border 
to step up pressure on the 
White House over its hard-
line immigration policies.

And in the Texas bor-
der city of McAllen, fed-
eral prosecutors unexpect-
edly did not pursue charges 
against 17 immigrants. 
A federal prosecutor said 
“there was no prosecution 
sought” in light of Trump’s 
executive order ending 
the practice of separating 
families.

It was unclear whether 
that meant the Trump 
administration was dropping 
its months-old “zero toler-
ance” policy of prosecuting 
all adults caught trying to 
enter the country illegally.

The president did not 
answer the question directly 
but showed no sign of 
softening.

“We have to be very, very 
strong on the border. If we 
don’t do it, you will be inun-
dated with people and you 
really won’t have a country,” 
Trump said.

The uncertainty resulted 
from the abrupt ending 
Wednesday of a White 
House policy that sepa-
rated more than 2,300 chil-
dren from their parents 
over the past several weeks. 
The practice set off an out-
cry from all corners of the 
world, with the images and 
sounds of crying children 
dominating the news.

After Trump’s execu-
tive order, a host of unan-
swered questions remained, 
including what will happen 
to the children already sep-
arated from their parents 
and where the government 
will house all the newly 
detained migrants, with the 
system already bursting at 

the seams.
Officials from the 

Defense Department and 
Health and Human Services 
said the Pentagon has agreed 

to provide space on military 
bases to hold up to 20,000 
people detained after ille-
gally crossing the Mexican 
border.

Confusion and uncertainty at the 
border after President Trump acts
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Immigrants in handcuffs and ankle chains arrive at the Federal Courthouse for hear-
ings, Thursday in McAllen, Texas. President Donald Trump signed an executive order 
Wednesday to end family separations at the border. 
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Columbia, South Carolina, Mayor Steve Benjamin, 
center, speaks accompanied by a group of U.S. may-
ors during a press conference outside the holding fa-
cility for immigrant children in Tornillo, Texas, near the 
Mexican border, Thursday, June 21, 2018. Mayors from 
more than a dozen U.S. cities including New York and 
Los Angeles gathered near the holding facility to call 
for the immediate reunification of immigrant children 
with their families.

Associated Press

McALLEN, Texas (AP) 
— Melania Trump vis-
ited with migrant chil-
dren Thursday during a 
brief stop at a Texas facil-
ity housing some of the 
youth separated from their 
parents as her husband’s 
administration prosecutes 
adults who enter the U.S. 
illegally from Mexico.

The first lady, who 
has a 12-year-old son, 
smiled and laughed with 
the migrant children. “Be 
kind and nice to each other, 
OK,” she said as she left 
one classroom at Upbring 
New Hope Children’s Cen-
ter and headed for another.

Plans for her to visit a 
second facility where chil-
dren housed in cages were 
seen by The Associated 
Press last week were can-
celed because of flooding.

The first lady’s stop in 
McAllen came one day 
after President Donald 
Trump ordered a halt, at 
least for now, to the sepa-
ration of immigrant fami-
lies who are detained at the 
border.

Her visit to the one-
story, red brick build-
ing was quickly arranged 
after Mrs. Trump decided 
earlier this week that she 
wanted to go, her spokes-
woman said, adding that 
she wanted to lend support 

to children who have been 
separated from their par-
ents. The facility housed 55 
boys and girls, ages 12-17, 
on Thursday, but only 
about six of them had been 
separated from parents, 
officials said. The other 
children were placed there 
after they crossed into the 
U.S. alone.

“I’m here to learn about 
your facility,” the first lady 
said as she met with staff 
and federal health and bor-
der patrol officials. She 
asked how she could help 
“these children to reunite 
with their families as 
quickly as possible” and 
how often they commu-
nicate with their families. 
She learned the children 
are allowed a 10-minute 
phone call twice a week.

Students welcomed her 
with a large paper Ameri-
can flag taped to a wall that 
they’d signed. The words, 
“Welcome! First Lady” 
were written in black 
marker across the red and 
white bars. Mrs. Trump, 
herself an immigrant from 
Slovenia, signed the flag 
and gifted it back to the 
center.

She visited three class-
rooms, each time asking 
the children where they 
came from, their ages, how 
long they’d been at the 
center and their favorite 
subjects. 

First lady visits migrant 
children housed in Texas

AP Photo/Andrew Harnik

First lady Melania Trump visits the Upbring New 
Hope Children Center, run by the Lutheran Social 
Services of the South, in McAllen, Texas, Thursday.
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