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Bill for young immigrants,

Paul Ryan calls ambitious bill
‘very good compromise’

By LISA MASCARO
AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — House Republicans
unveiled a “discussion draft” of a sweep-
ing immigration bill that includes a path to
citizenship for young immigrants, $25 bil-
lion in border security — including advance
funds for President Donald Trump’s wall
with Mexico — and a provision aimed at
addressing the crisis of family separations at
the border.

Presented to lawmakers Thursday, the
measure sticks to Trump’s immigration pri-
orities while trying to join the party’s war-
ring conservative and moderate factions on
an issue that has divided the GOP for years.
Passage is far from certain.

Speaker Paul Ryan wants to hold a vote
as soon as next week to put the issue to rest
before the midterm election. He called it a
“very good compromise.”

“Our members felt very, very passion-
ate about having votes on policies they care
about, and that is what we are doing,” he
said earlier Thursday. “So we’re bringing
legislation that’s been carefully crafted and
negotiated to the floor. We won’t guarantee
passage.”

The 293-page bill represents the kind of
ambitious overhaul of the immigration sys-
tem Republicans have long considered but
have been unable to turn into law. It shifts
away from the nation’s longtime preference
for family immigration to a new system that
prioritizes entry based on merits and skills.
It beefs up border security, clamps down on
illegal entries and reinforces other immigra-
tion laws.

To address widespread concern over the
sharp rise of families being separated at the
border, the measure proposes keeping chil-
dren in detention with their parents, undoing
2-decade-old rules that limit the time minors
can be held in custody. The White House
sought the change.

Trump has been supportive of the House
GOP’s approach, but the legislation faces
opposition from Democrats. It’s is unlikely
to be approved in the Senate.

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif,, called the legislation “nothing
more than a cruel codification of President
Trump’s anti-immigrant agenda that aban-
dons our nation’s heritage as a beacon of
hope and opportunity.”

Advocates for immigrants said the
changes to family detentions were particu-
larly severe. Kerri Talbot, the policy director
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Demonstrators line up to protest U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions and immigra-
tion reform at Parkview Field in Fort Wayne, Ind., Thursday.

U.S. to open temporary shelter
in Texas for immigrant children

HOUSTON (AP) — The U.S. govern-
ment will open a temporary shelter for
unaccompanied immigrant children in
far west Texas, as existing facilities for
children reach capacity under the Trump
administration’s “zero tolerance” policy
on migrants and the resulting separation

of families.

A spokesman for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services said
Thursday that the department selected
the Tornillo port of entry as a tempo-
rary shelter location. The port is located
about 40 miles southeast of El Paso, in an
area that’s mostly desert and where tem-
peratures routinely approach 100 degrees

Fahrenheit.

The facility will be able to accom-
modate up to 360 children in “the next
few days,” said the spokesman, Kenneth

Wolfe.
Asked if children will be kept in tents,

Wolfe said the facility would have “soft-
sided structures,” but didn’t immediately

clarify what those structures would be.

He added that the structures will have air

condi

tioning.

The numbers of children in exist-
ing facilities have surged as the Trump
administration institutes a policy of try-
ing to prosecute all people who cross the
southern U.S. border without legal per-
mission. Hundreds of families have been
separated, with parents detained and their

children placed in government shelters.

On Wednesday, government officials
gave a tightly controlled tour of a shel-
ter in Brownsville, Texas, on the other
end of the state. Located inside a former
Walmart, the shelter is housing nearly
1,500 children. Many other facilities in
the U.S. government network are at or
close to capacity.

State Rep. Mary Gonzalez, a Democrat

whose district includes the port of entry,
said government officials had contacted
her about two weeks ago to offer a tour of

the port of entry, but included few other
details.

nowhere to go outside, really.”

they’re going to put these kids.”

“It’s kind of in the middle of nowhere,”
she said. “It’s in the desert. There is

She added, “I don’t understand where

at Immigration Hub, called it a “wish list”
from top White House immigration adviser
Stephen Miller that “would allow the Trump
administration to jail children for long peri-
ods of time.”

GOP leaders have said they may take
up the family detentions issue separately, if
needed, as the crisis of children being sepa-
rated from their parents continues. Admin-
istration officials have said they need more
money for detention beds to house the influx
of immigrants resulting from the administra-
tion’s “zero tolerance” policy of stepped-up
border enforcement.

The main new element is a path to cit-
izenship for as many as 1.8 million young
people who have been living in the U.S. ille-
gally since childhood. Many conservatives
object to providing these immigrants with
legal status, calling it amnesty for those who
broke the rules to get here. They are com-
monly referred to as “Dreamers,” based on
never-passed proposals in Congress called
the DREAM Act that would have provided
similar protections for young immigrants.

Republicans were reluctant to tackle the
“Dreamer” issue this year. But it took on new
urgency when moderate Republicans pushed
it to the fore after Trump ended the Obama-
era Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
program, exposing the young immigrants to
deportation. A federal court case has tempo-
rarily allowed the program to keep running.

One Republican, Rep. Tom MacArthur of
New Jersey, said he likes the way the com-
promise bill handles young people because
“they’re not getting in line in front of any-
one else. That’s fair.” But, he added, because
those people can eventually apply for citi-
zenship, “they’re not permanently sort of
second-class residents of America.”

Under the proposal, some 700,000
DACA recipients, as well as a broader group
of young people who didn’t register for the
program, could apply for legal status, which
would be valid for six years and renewable
“indefinitely.”

Eventually, young people, who are under
31 years old and have been in the country since
at least June 2007, could begin to be awarded
green cards based on a point system. It priori-
tizes education, English language proficiency,
military service and continued employment.
After that, they could apply for citizenship,
as is the situation under current law for those
with permanent legal status.

The new visa program, which is also
available to other immigrants — including
what lawmakers said is about 200,000 chil-
dren who were brought to the U.S. legally
by their parents — is contingent on the $25
billion in border security funding being fully
provided.
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