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WASHINGTON — 
Republican leaders began 
the problematic task of find-
ing support for an immigra-
tion compromise Wednes-
day, telling lawmakers that 
President Donald Trump 
was backing the still-evolv-
ing bill. But cracks within 
the party were on full dis-
play and it seemed that push-
ing the measure through the 
House next week would be a 
challenge.

“If it was a resolution 
on apple pie, you’re going 
to lose some votes, some 
Republican votes,” said Rep. 
Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Fla.

A day after top Republi-
cans said the House would 
vote next week on two com-
peting immigration mea-
sures, it was widely assumed 
that a hard-right measure 
would lose. That bill would 
give young “Dreamer” 
immigrants just limited 
opportunities to remain in 
the U.S. while imposing 
tough restrictions on legal 
immigration and bolstering 
border security.

GOP leaders, negotiat-
ing with quarreling moder-
ates and conservatives, were 
still writing the second bill. 
Republicans said it would 
contain a way for Dream-
ers to qualify for perma-

nent residence and poten-
tially become citizens, while 
accepting conservatives’ 
demands to finance Trump’s 
proposed border wall with 
Mexico and restrictions on 
legal immigration.

With Republicans bat-
tling to keep their House 
majority in November’s 
elections, merely staging the 
immigration votes, win or 
lose, achieves some political 
objectives. The plan helped 
party leaders block unhappy 
moderates trying to force the 
House to consider immigra-
tion bills considered too lib-
eral by many Republicans, 
and will let lawmakers assert 

that they tried addressing the 
issue.

If both bills lose, “at least 
you know where everyone 
stands,” said Rep. Warren 
Davidson, R-Ohio, a mem-
ber of the hard-right House 
Freedom Caucus.

Democrats seemed likely 
to solidly oppose both pack-
ages. A day after House 
Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., said Dem-
ocrats would fight any mea-
sure advancing Trump’s 
immigration policies, the 
leader of the Congressio-
nal Hispanic Caucus said 
her group’s goal was to have 
“zero Democratic support” 

for the GOP bills.
Rep. Michelle Lujan 

Grisham, D-N.M., said the 
Republican measures “are 
going to make it clearer 
than ever that Dreamers 
are pawns for a wall. That 
is going to be a very diffi-
cult thing to defend” in the 
November elections, she 
said.

The bills represent the 
GOP’s attempt to address 
Dreamers, young immi-
grants brought to the U.S. 
illegally as children. Trump 
last year terminated the 
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program, or 
DACA, which has tempo-
rarily shielded hundreds 
of thousands of them from 
deportation. Federal courts 
have kept the program func-
tioning for now.

Even if the compromise 
measure passed the House, 
its fate in the Senate was in 
doubt. Democrats there have 
enough votes to scuttle any 
bill.

Trump’s backing — 
especially if he announced 
it publicly — could help 
nail down some support. 
But GOP “no” votes seemed 
likely, including by some 
conservatives dubious about 
granting what they consider 
amnesty to people in the 
U.S. illegally.

GOP leaders sell immigration bills, 
with President Trump’s blessing
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House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., and 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., confer during 
a news conference following a closed-door GOP meet-
ing on immigration, on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Wednesday.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Donald Trump 
declared on Wednesday 
there was “no longer a 
Nuclear Threat from North 
Korea,” a dubious claim 
following his summit with 
leader Kim Jong Un that 
produced no guarantees on 
how or when Pyongyang 
would disarm.

Tempering Trump’s 
very upbeat assessment, 
his top diplomat, Mike 
Pompeo, cautioned that the 
U.S. would resume “war 
games” with close ally 
South Korea if the North 
stops negotiating in good 
faith. The president had 
announced a halt in the 
drills after his meeting with 
Kim on Tuesday.

The summit in Sin-
gapore, which marked a 
major reduction in ten-
sions, yielded a joint state-
ment that contained a 
promise to work toward a 
denuclearized Korean Pen-
insula, but it lacked details. 
That didn’t stop the presi-
dent from talking up the 
outcome of what was the 
first meeting between a 
U.S. and North Korean 
leader in six decades of 
hostility. The Korean War 
ended in 1953 without a 
peace treaty, leaving the 
two sides in a technical 

state of war.
“Just landed — a long 

trip, but everybody can 
now feel much safer than 
the day I took office,” 
Trump tweeted early 
Wednesday. “There is no 
longer a Nuclear Threat 
from North Korea. Meet-
ing with Kim Jong Un was 
an interesting and very 
positive experience. North 
Korea has great potential 
for the future!”

Pompeo, who flew to 
Seoul to brief South Korean 
leaders on the summit, said 
the U.S. wants North Korea 
to take “major” nuclear dis-
armament steps within the 
next two years — before 
the end of Trump’s first 
term in 2021. He said 
the North Korean leader 
understands that “there will 
be in-depth verification” of 
nuclear commitments in 
any deal with the U.S.

While Trump was fac-
ing questions at home and 
among allies about whether 
he gave away too much in 
return for far too little at the 
summit, North Korean state 
media heralded claims of a 
victorious meeting with the 
U.S. president; photos of 
Kim standing side-by-side 
with Trump on the world 
stage were splashed across 
newspapers.

Trump dismissal of 
threat questioned

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The Trump administra-
tion’s latest move against 
“Obamacare” could jeop-
ardize legal protections on 
pre-existing medical con-
ditions for millions of peo-
ple with employer cover-
age, particularly workers in 
small businesses, say law 
and insurance experts.

At issue is Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions’ 

recent decision that the Jus-
tice Department will no 
longer defend key parts of 
the Obama-era Affordable 
Care Act in court. 

That includes the law’s 
unpopular requirement to 
carry health insurance, but 
also widely supported pro-
visions that protect people 
with pre-existing medical 
conditions and limit what 
insurers can charge older, 

sicker customers.
Two independent 

experts said Wednesday 
that the administration 
appears to be taking aim at 
provisions of the ACA that 
protect people in employer 
plans, not only the smaller 
pool of consumers who 
buy a policy directly from 
an insurer. 

The new Trump admin-
istration position was out-

lined last week in a legal 
brief filed by the Justice 
Department in a Texas case 
challenging the Obama 
health law.

Workers “could face the 
prospect of insurance that 
doesn’t cover their pre-ex-
isting conditions when they 
enroll in a plan with a new 
employer,” said Larry Lev-
itt of the nonpartisan Kaiser 
Family Foundation.

Worker protections seen at risk in health care shift
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U.S. President Donald Trump arrives at Andrews Air 
Force Base after a summit with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un in Singapore, Wednesday in Andrews 
Air Force Base, Me. 
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