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SINGAPORE (AP) — 
President Donald Trump 
wrapped up his five-hour 
nuclear summit with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un with surprisingly warm 
words and hope for “a bright 
new future” for Kim’s iso-
lated and impoverished 
nation. Yet he immediately 
faced pointed questions at 
home about whether he got 
little and gave away much in 
his push to make a deal with 
the young autocrat — includ-
ing an agreement to halt U.S. 
military exercises with South 
Korea.

Meeting with staged cere-
mony on a Singapore island, 
Trump and Kim signed a 
joint statement Tuesday 
agreeing to work toward a 
denuclearized Korean Pen-
insula, although the timeline 
and tactics were left unclear. 
Trump later promised to end 
“war games,” with ally South 
Korea, a concession to Kim 
that appeared to catch the 
Pentagon and Seoul govern-
ment off guard and sowed 
confusion among Trump’s 
Republican supporters in 
Washington.

The head-scratching was 
a fitting end for a meeting 
marked by unpredictabil-
ity. The face-to-face was 
unthinkable just months ear-
lier as the two leaders traded 
insults and nuclear threats. 
In agreeing to the summit, 
Trump risked granting Kim 
his long-sought recognition 
on the world stage in hopes 
of ending the North’s nuclear 
program.

While progress on the 
nuclear question was murky, 
the leaders spent the public 
portions of their five hours 
together expressing opti-
mism and making a show 
of their new relationship. 
Trump declared he and Kim 
had developed “a very spe-
cial bond.” He gave Kim a 
glimpse of the presidential 
limousine. Kim, for his part, 
said the leaders had “decided 
to leave the past behind” and 

promised: “The world will 
see a major change.”

Soon, Kim was on a plane 
headed home, while a clearly 
ebullient Trump held forth 
for more than an hour before 
the press on what he styled 
as a historic achievement to 
avert the prospect of nuclear 
war. Before leaving himself, 
Trump tossed out pronounce-
ments on U.S. alliances, 
human rights and the nature 
of the accord that he and Kim 
had signed.

The details of how and 
when the North would denu-

clearize appear yet to be 
determined, as are the nature 
of the unspecified “protec-
tions” Trump is pledging to 
Kim and his government.

The Singapore accord 
largely amounts to an agree-
ment to continue discus-
sions, echoing previous 
public statements and com-
mitments. It does not, for 
instance, include an agree-
ment to take steps toward 
ending the technical state of 
warfare between the U.S. and 
North Korea.

Nor does it detail plans 

for North Korea to demol-
ish a missile engine testing 
site, a concession Trump said 
he’d won, or Trump’s prom-
ise to end military exercises 
in the South while negotia-
tions between the U.S. and 
the North continue.

North Korea is believed to 
possess more than 50 nuclear 
warheads, with its atomic 
program spread across more 
than 100 sites constructed 
over decades to evade inter-
national inspections. Trump 
insisted that strong verifi-
cation of denuclearization 

would be included in a final 
agreement, saying it was a 
detail his team would begin 
sorting out with the North 
Koreans next week.

The agreement’s language 
on North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram was similar to what the 
leaders of North and South 
Korea came up with at their 
own summit in April. Trump 
and Kim referred back to the 
so-called Panmunjom Dec-
laration, which contained a 
weak commitment to denu-
clearization but no specifics 
on how to achieve it.

But Tuesday’s meeting 
was as much about theatrics 
as the details of a deal.

The U.S. president 
brushed off questions about 
his public embrace of the 
autocrat whose people have 
been oppressed for decades. 
He did say that Otto Warm-
bier, an American who died 
last year just days after 
his release from imprison-
ment in North Korea, “did 
not die in vain” because his 
death helped bring about the 
nuclear talks.

In the run-up to Tuesday’s 
historic face-to-face with 
Kim, Trump had appeared 
unconcerned about the impli-
cations of feting an authori-
tarian leader accused by the 
U.S. of ordering the pub-
lic assassination of his half 
brother with a nerve agent, 
executing his uncle by firing 
squad and presiding over a 
notorious gulag estimated to 
hold 80,000 to 120,000 polit-
ical prisoners.

In their joint statement, 
the two leaders promised 
to “build a lasting and sta-
ble peace regime” on the 
Korean Peninsula. Trump 
has dangled the prospect of 
economic investment in the 
North as a sweetener for giv-
ing up its nuclear weapons. 
The longtime property devel-
oper-turned-politician later 
mused about the potential 
value of condos on the coun-
try’s beachfront real estate.

The formal docu-
ment-signing, which also 
included an agreement to 
work to repatriate remains 
of prisoners of war and those 
missing in action from the 
Korean War, followed a 
series of meetings at a luxury 
Singapore resort.

Ahead of the meeting 
Trump had predicted the two 
men might strike a nuclear 
deal or forge a formal end 
to the Korean War in the 
course of a single meeting or 
over several days. But in the 
hours before the summit, the 
White House unexpectedly 
announced Trump would 
depart earlier than expected.
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Donald 
Trump’s abrupt announce-
ment Tuesday that he will 
suspend U.S. military drills 
in South Korea appeared 
to catch the Pentagon and 
the Seoul government flat-
footed, and it contradicted 
a pillar of Defense Secre-
tary Jim Mattis’s campaign 
to make U.S. troops more 
combat-ready.

During a news confer-
ence following his sum-
mit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, 
Trump pushed his uncon-
ventional approach even 
further by calling annual 
U.S.-South Korean mil-
itary exercises “provoc-
ative.” He also said he’d 
like to remove all 28,500 
U.S. troops stationed in the 
South, although he made 
clear this was an option for 
the future, not a part of cur-
rent negotiations.

The U.S. has stationed 
combat troops in South 
Korea since the end of 
the 1950-53 war and has 
used them in a variety of 
drills designed to sharpen 
skills and test troops’ abil-
ity to operate effectively 
with their South Korean 
partners.

The next scheduled 
major exercise, known as 
Ulchi Freedom Guardian 

and involving tens of thou-
sands of troops, normally is 
held in August.

“We will be stopping the 
war games, which will save 
us a tremendous amount of 
money, unless and until 
we see the future negoti-
ation is not going along 
like it should,” Trump said 
in Singapore. “But we’ll 
be saving a tremendous 
amount of money. Plus, 
I think it’s very provoca-
tive.” In a later interview 
with the Voice of Amer-
ica, Trump said the North 
Koreas were “very happy” 
about his decision to freeze 
the exercises “because it is 
so provocative.”

In the wake of Trump’s 
unexpected, almost off-
hand comments to report-
ers, the Pentagon said it 
was consulting with the 
White House and others 
but was silent on whether 
Ulchi Freedom Guard-
ian will proceed. Mattis’s 
chief spokeswoman, Dana 
W. White, told reporters 
he was “in full alignment” 
with Trump and had been 
consulted in advance on all 
aspects of the Singapore 
talks.

“There were no sur-
prises,” she said.

If Mattis was aware 
that Trump was going to 
announce a suspension 

of military exercises, he 
apparently did not share 
that information with the 
South Koreans or with the 
military organization most 
directly affected: U.S. 
Forces Korea.

That U.S. command 
said it had “received no 
updated guidance on the 
execution or cessation of 
training exercises.”

The South Korean gov-
ernment also appeared 
caught off guard. Seoul’s 
presidential office told The 
Associated Press that it was 
trying to parse Trump’s 
comments. The South 
Korean military seemed 
similarly surprised.

“At this current point, 
there is a need to discern the 
exact meaning and intent 
of President Trump’s com-
ments,” Seoul’s Defense 
Ministry said, adding that 
there have been no discus-
sions yet with Washington 
on modifying drills set for 
August.

Trump’s remarks con-
tradicted decades of asser-
tions by U.S. administra-
tions that military exercises 
in South Korea are defen-
sive and essential to ensur-
ing that allied forces are 
ready at a moment’s notice 
to fight the North. A favored 
U.S. slogan in South Korea 
is “ready to fight tonight.”

Trump contradicts U.S. military stance on Korea war games

AP Photo/Susan Walsh

U.S. President Donald Trump answers questions 
about the summit with North Korea leader Kim 
Jong Un during a press conference at the Capella 
resort on Sentosa Island Tuesday in Singapore. 
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