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said the congregation will hold 
church services at the Hermis-
ton Junior Academy, the school 
run by the Seventh-day Adven-
tist church, on Northwest 11th 
Street.

Carl Robins, a member of 
the Hermiston Seventh-day 
Adventist church for the past 
seven years, was standing in 
the parking lot and surveying 
the damage Monday morning. 

“I’m sad,” he said. “I’d be 
lying if I said I wasn’t.”

Robins said he had looked at 

the damage inside the building 
on Sunday, and said it appeared 
that much of the building’s 
interior had been burned.

“The guy who does the 
sound equipment went into the 
sanctuary, and he said pretty 
much everything in there is 
toast,” he said.

Robins said he was relieved 
no one was injured, which was 
the most important thing. As 
he was standing there, a man 
drove up and handed him a 
bag.

“I brought cookies for your 
congregation,” he said. “I know 

that’s not much.”
Hanson said the church cur-

rently has about 175 active 
members, and they had varying 
responses to the fire.

“It’s interesting,” he said. 
“People react in different ways. 
There certainly were a few peo-
ple crying — I think especially 
those who grew up with this 
being the only church they’ve 
ever known.”

He said for others, the fire 
was disappointing, but they 
were comforted by the knowl-
edge that their church family 
still exists, just in a different 

location.
The church, at 855 W. High-

land Ave., is best known in the 
community for its annual Jour-
ney to Bethlehem living nativ-
ity. Robins said most of the 
scenery is stored in a separate 
storage shed.

UCFD was assisted by 
Boardman, Echo and Umatilla 
rural fire departments in fight-
ing the fire.

–——
Contact Jayati Ramakrish-

nan at 541-564-4534 or jra-
makrishnan@eastoregonian.
com
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compared to June 2017 and a 220-student fall 
from five years ago. 

While the district continues to collect more 
data that shows Pendleton’s youth population 
is falling, the solutions are largely out of their 
hands. Matt Yoshioka, the district’s director of 
curriculum, instruction and assessment, said 
the top three reasons families give for leaving 
the district are a lack of housing, a lack of liv-
ing-wage jobs, or a desire to be closer to family. 

Besides supporting the city’s initiatives on 
developing more housing and job creation, 
addressing these issues are outside the district’s 
scope. 

Yoshioka said the district is trying to zero 
in on the second largest contributor to declin-
ing enrollment — students that are automati-
cally dropped from the district after missing 10 
straight days of school for any reason.

While only 4 percent of K-5 students were 
dropped due to lack of attendance, 35 percent 
of students in grades 6-12 left school for that 
reason. 

Yoshioka said he spoke with middle school 
and high school counselors about the data. The 
counselors had no trouble identifying those 52 
students. 

“Every one of those students had a story,” 
he said. 

Many of these students stop attending school 
because of problems in their home lives, requir-
ing the district to try and direct mental health 
resources and social services toward the student.

While students often reappear after the dis-
trict sends out a notice of a 10-day drop, some 
students re-enroll three to six times per year.

Yoshioka said the district is now identify-
ing those types of children as “students of con-
cern.” Staff hold meetings on these students 
twice a month to make sure they’re staying on 
track.

Although the data didn’t deliver positive 
news for Pendleton’s falling enrollment con-
cerns, Yoshioka said the district will continue 
to track the data, using 2017-2018 a baseline in 
the years to come.

———
Contact Antonio Sierra at asierra@eastore-

gonian.com or 541-966-0836.
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“Every one of those 
students had a story.”

— Matt Yoshioka,
District administrator on 52 students who 
missed 10 days and were unenrolled in 

2017-18

“The Chapter 11 is the sep-
aration of our partnership,” 
Woodfield said. “That’s all it 
is.”

Woodfield said he planned 
on going to the auction and 
bidding but chose bankruptcy 
protection when he realized the 
auction was a “rigged sale,” 
although a legal one.

Pearce found HIPO to buy 
the debt, Woodfield claims, and 
its attorney was in charge of the 
auction. HIPO on the notice of 
sale — which ran in the East 
Oregonian — reserved the 
right to cancel the sale at any 
time and even refuse the high-
est bid. HIPO also gave no 
guarantees about what it was 
selling.

The only parties who could 
make the sale work were 
Pearce and HIPO, Woodfield 
said, so he warned people he 
knew to stay away.

Pearce said he made plans 
to go to Portland and “bid long 
and hard if need be,” then Fri-
day afternoon found out about 
Woodfield’s bankruptcy.

“We don’t know what will 
happen as far as how long this 
might postpone things,” he 
said. “But I’m amazed. I’m 

actually amazed at a lot of 
things about it.”

Such as Woodfield’s credit 
card debt exceeding $60,000. 
Pearce said that is indicative 
of Woodfield’s “bad financial 
judgment.” Woodfield said he 
was current on every one of 
those bills.

Pearce also said the Ham-
ley company agreements state 
a personal bankruptcy removes 
a partner’s membership, so 
Woodfield loses his voting and 
management rights. Pearce was 
hopeful the delay would last no 
more than a month or two.

The civil case over all things 
Hamley goes to trial July 23-26. 
Umatilla County Circuit Judge 
Lynn Hampton last week ruled 
against Woodfield’s request for 
an independent receiver to con-
trol the businesses. Hampton 
in a three-page opinion found 
the receiver “would impose 
considerable further financial 
burden and expenses upon the 
businesses” at a cost of “$300 
per hour for the work of the 
principals and $125 per hour 
for their associates,” plus pro-
fessional fees. She also stated 
a receiver would not prevent 

the auction of the business 
memberships.

Taking all of that and more 
under consideration, Hamp-
ton denied the appointment of 
a receiver.

“We don’t agree with the 
ruling, necessarily,” Woodfield 
said. “Which is fine. I think 
we’re in a better place right 
now.”

The bankruptcy court, he 
said, likely has the authority 
to end the business partnership 
with Pearce and force the sales 
of Hamley assets to pay off the 
debts he and Pearce share.

HAMLEY: 
Pearce said he 
planned to bid  
on business
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Blair Woodfield, co-owner of the Hamley properties, filed bankruptcy Friday to stop the 
auction of the company planned for Monday.
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