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WASHINGTON (AP) — A leader 
of House moderates said Thursday that 
a tentative deal with conservatives has 
emerged to help young “Dreamer” immi-
grants stay in the U.S. legally. But details 
remained unclear and nothing has been 
finalized, the lawmaker said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press.

Rep. Jeff Denham, R-Calif., said that 
under the offer from the hard-right House 
Freedom Caucus, young immigrants 
brought illegally to the U.S. as children 
could get a new visa that would let them 
stay in the country for eight years. He 
said he was unclear what the pathway to 
remaining legally after that would be.

It was uncertain if the proposal rep-
resented a breakthrough in the long-run-
ning GOP divide between moderates and 
conservatives on immigration, or would 
devolve into the latest failed attempt to 
bridge that gap. It came the same day 
that House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
said party leaders would craft an attempt 
at compromise on the issue that Republi-
cans could embrace.

Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., leader 
of the Freedom Caucus, declined to con-
firm that his group had made an offer and 
said no overall immigration agreement 
among Republicans has been reached. 
Another member of that group, Rep. 
Dave Brat, R-Va., said the idea has been 
discussed but cautioned that there are 
“tons of moving pieces to it.”

Denham said the moderates’ threat 
to force House votes on immigration 
— which GOP leaders have fought — 
remains in effect. The group needs two 
more GOP signatures on a petition that 
could force those votes, assuming all 
Democrats sign, and if they get them by 
next Tuesday, the House would be on 
track to have those votes June 25.

“We have a firm deadline of next Tues-
day,” Denham said. “We’re prepared to 
have the final signatures if there’s no 
agreement between now and then.”

Denham said moderates had agreed 
to accept border security measures as 
part of the accord, including backing the 
full $25 billion President Donald Trump 
wants to construct his proposed wall with 
Mexico.

He said the conservatives’ proposal 
involves a merit system, but said he was 
unfamiliar with its details.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Heading into 
his North Korea summit with characteris-
tic bravado, President Donald Trump said 
Thursday that “attitude” is more import-
ant than preparation as he looks to negoti-
ate an accord with Kim Jong Un to denu-
clearize the Korean Peninsula.

Preparing to depart Washington for 
next week’s meeting, Trump dangled 
before Kim visions of normalized rela-
tions with the United States, economic 
investment and even a White House 
visit. Characterizing the upcoming talks 
with the third-generation autocrat as a 
“friendly negotiation,” Trump said, “I 
really believe that Kim Jong Un wants to 
do something.”

Trump’s comments came as he looked 
to reassure allies that he won’t give away 
the store in pursuit of a legacy-defin-
ing deal with Kim, who has long sought 
to cast off his pariah status on the inter-
national stage. The North has faced crip-
pling diplomatic and economic sanctions 
as it has advanced development of its 
nuclear and ballistic missile programs.

“I don’t think I have to prepare very 
much,” Trump said. “It’s about attitude. 
It’s about willingness to get things done.”

Declaring the summit to be “much 
more than a photo-op,” he predicted “a 
terrific success or a modified success” 
when he meets with Kim next Tuesday in 
Singapore. He said the talks would start a 
process to bring about a resolution to the 
nuclear issue.

“I think it’s not a one-meeting deal,” he 
said. Asked how many days he’s willing to 
stay to talk with Kim, Trump said, “One, 
two three, depending on what happens.”

Still he predicted he’ll know very 
quickly whether Kim is serious about 
dealing with U.S. demands.

“They have to de-nuke,” Trump said. 
“If they don’t denuclearize, that will not 
be acceptable. And we cannot take sanc-
tions off.”

Trump, who coined the term “maxi-
mum pressure” to describe U.S. sanctions 
against the North, said they would be an 
indicator for the success or failure of the 
talks.

At another point, he said it was “abso-
lutely” possible he and Kim could sign a 
declaration to end the Korean War. The 
1950-53 conflict ended with an armistice 
but not a formal peace treaty.
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SAN MIGUEL LOS LOTES, Guatemala 
(AP) — Rescuers suspended search and 
recovery efforts Thursday at villages dev-
astated by the eruption of Guatemala’s Vol-
cano of Fire, leaving people with missing 
loved ones distraught and prompting some 
to do the risky work themselves with rudi-
mentary tools.

Conred, the national disaster agency, said 
climatic conditions and still-hot volcanic 
material were making it dangerous for res-
cuers, and it was also taking into account the 
fact that 72 hours had passed since Sunday’s 
eruption.

That’s the window beyond which offi-
cials earlier said it would be extremely 
unlikely to find any survivors amid the ash, 
mud and other debris that buried homes up 
to their rooftops.

“It rained very hard yesterday. ... The soil 
is unstable,” said Pablo Castillo, a spokes-
man for national police.

Guatemalan prosecutors ordered an 
investigation into whether emergency proto-
cols were followed properly, as many resi-
dents were caught with little or no time to 
evacuate.

Troublesome downpours and more volca-
nic activity had been hindering searches, but 
when teams have been able to work in the 
hardest hit areas, the death toll has continued 

to tick upward. The official number of con-
firmed dead was raised by 10 to 109 in the 
early evening, with about 200 more believed 
to be missing.

Oscar Chavez trekked over a mountain 
with his father and younger brother to search 
for his brother Edgar, sister-in-law Sandra 
and 4-year-old nephew Josue in the hamlet 
of San Miguel Los Lotes, which was almost 
entirely wiped out by the volcanic flows. 
They have not been heard from since the 
eruption.

“We looked for them in shelters, hospi-
tals, everywhere, but we did not find them,” 
said Chavez, 34, wiping a tear from his eye 
as the others used sticks and bits of bro-
ken boards to dig at the collapsed, ash-filled 
home. “So, better for us to come here.”

A group of police officers saw what the 
family was doing and came to lend shovels 
and help with the digging.

A dozen other families also arrived to 
search the homes. Before Thursday they had 
been unable to access the area while rescu-
ers were working.

Chavez’s younger brother was angry that 
there were no longer any disaster workers at 
the scene while a little way downhill heavy 
machinery was being used to clear a road 
blocked by ash. And he directed his ire at 
President Jimmy Morales.

At Guatemala volcano, search 
halted as death toll hits 109
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Bryan Rivera cries after looking at the remains of his house, after his family went 
missing during the Volcan de Fuego or “Volcano of Fire” eruption, in San Miguel Los 
Lotes, Guatemala on Thursday. Guatemala’s national disaster agency suspended 
search and rescue efforts at the zone devastated by the eruption, saying climatic 
conditions and still-hot volcanic material makes it dangerous for the rescuers. 
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