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Players appreciate their 

man in the stands, who 

always keeps it positive

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

The soundtrack of a softball game 

includes the crack of the bat, cheers 

and moans of the crowd and the thud 

of ball hitting mitt. 

At Pendleton High School soft-

ball games, there’s an additional 

layer of sound provided by superfan 

Jim Rohde. The Adams man comes 

to every game to cheer the girls to 

victory. Rohde’s stream of banter 

both encourages and amuses specta-

tors, players and even occasionally 

the behind-the-plate umpire.

“Give ’em some religion,” he 

quipped to pitcher Lauren Richards 

at last Friday’s state playoff game 

against Ridgeview. “Put the fear of 

God in them.”

And when the ace pitcher bats, 

the 72-year-old fan sometimes 

directs Richards to “Hit it to Clare-

mont” where the talented hurler will 

play her college ball.

Before each game, Rohde 

bypasses the stands at Steve Cary 

Field and instead sets up a lawn chair 

PENDLETON

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Superfan Jim Rohde is a loud and encouraging presence at every 

Pendleton High School softball game.

Buckaroo softball superfan makes himself heard

U.S. wants to change how 

much hydro power it sends 

to Canada for water storage

By NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS

Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. — Talks are sched-

uled to begin this week in Washington, D.C., 

to modernize the document that coordinates 

flood control and hydropower generation in 

the United States and Canada along the 1,200-

mile Columbia River.

Northwest politicians have been pushing 

for years to renegotiate the Columbia River 

Treaty between the two countries. The law-

makers are particularly keen to eliminate a 

so-called “Canadian Entitlement” they con-

tend is too favorable to Canada.

The State Department announced last week 

that talks to revise the 1964 treaty would be 

held this Tuesday and Wednesday.

“The Columbia River Treaty is integral to 

so much of the Pacific Northwest way of life 

— from our economy, to our environment, to 

our culture and heritage — so it’s hard to over-

state the importance of updating this treaty to 

meet modern-day issues,” Democratic Sen. 

Patty Murray of Washington said last week.

In addition to hydropower and flood con-

trol, the existing treaty provides benefits such 

as irrigation, municipal and industrial water, 

navigation and recreation.

But environmental groups and Native 

American tribes contend it doesn’t do enough 

to help endangered salmon runs.

Washington state’s congressional delega-

tion in 2014 began urging the federal govern-

ment to renegotiate the treaty, which expires 

in 2024.

“These vital negotiations have been 

long overdue,” said Republican U.S. Rep. 

Dan Newhouse, who represents central 

Washington.

The Columbia River begins in Canada but 

flows mostly in the United States. It forms 

much of the border between Washington 

and Oregon before it plunges into the Pacific 

Ocean.

There are some 150 hydroelectric proj-

ects on the Columbia and its tributaries. 

That includes 18 so-called main stem dams 

on the Columbia and its main tributary, the 

Snake River, according to the Army Corps of 

Engineers.

Those dams are blamed for decimating 

what were once some of the world’s greatest 

salmon runs.

The U.S. government has said the new talks 

should include environmental goals, such as 

increasing stream flows to benefit salmon.

The U.S. also wants reconsideration of 

the “Canadian Entitlement,” which provides 

Canada with $250 million to $350 million a 

year worth of electrical power in exchange 

for storing water in huge reservoirs that can 

Canada, U.S. 

renegotiate

Columbia

River Treaty

Services at cemeteries tell 

of sacrifices for our country

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN 

and ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

M
emorial Day ceremonies in 

Hermiston and Pendleton took 

a moment Monday to remember 

casualties of war and the more recent pass-

ing of veterans who served their country.

Hermiston’s ceremony, hosted by VFW 

Post 4750, stuck to tradition, with Com-

mander Ron Jardine reading out the names 

of 38 Umatilla County veterans who had 

died in the past year. 

About 100 gathered at the gravesite for 

the brief ceremony, which honored veter-

ans from all branches of the military.

Chaplain Tom Reamer also gave a short 

speech about what veterans mean to the 

United States.

“Veterans write a blank check to the 

United States of America, of an amount up 

to, and including, their life,” he said.

Reamer also highlighted a tradition 

for many veterans — placing coins on 

gravestones.

A penny means that someone visited the 

deceased. A veteran who trained with the 

deceased at boot camp can place a nickel 

on the grave. A dime means the veteran 

and the deceased served together.

“And a quarter,” he said. “Means the 

veteran was with the deceased when they 

were killed.”

Jardine noted that June Spearman, a 

gold star mother, was at the grave that day. 

Spearman’s son, Staff Sgt. Gordon Keith 

Spearman Jr., was in the Army and died 

on March 10, 1971 in Vietnam. He was 24 

and on his second combat tour in Vietnam 

MEMORIAL DAY

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

A member of Boy Scout Troop 700 salutes the flag Monday after posting colors at the Memorial Day ceremony at Olney 

Cemetery in Pendleton.

NOT FORGOTTEN

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Veteran Kenneth Garrett listens during 

Monday’s Memorial Day ceremony at 

Olney Cemetery in Pendleton.

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

Seven years after he left Iraq, Kyle 

Homer found a way to help others remem-

ber those who didn’t make it home.

Homer and Jonathan Wheeler put up a 

memorial in Homer’s front yard that hon-

ors 50 of the men they served with who 

died in Iraq. The small white crosses are 

displayed in a grid on the front lawn at the 

home on the 800 block of East Pine Ave-

nue in Hermiston, and each cross bears the 

name of a Marine who died in action.

Homer said all the people named in 

the memorial served in 1st Battalion 3rd 

Marines. Twenty-six of them died in a heli-

copter in February 2005, and the rest died 

in combat in Fallujah.

“These are our brothers,” said Wheeler, 

who lives in Walla Walla. “I think about 

these guys every day. Today is just a 

good day to share their stories with other 

people.”

Fifty crosses for fallen comrades

Staff photo by Jayati Ramakrishnan

The front lawn of Kyle Homer and Dan-

ielle Dickason’s house displayed 50 

white crosses, each bearing the name 

of a soldier who died in the Iraq War.   
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The Pendleton Buckaroos will host 
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Page 1B.
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Mikeighla Velasquez will graduate from Hawthorne Alternative High School.

HERMISTON

Staff photo by Jade McDowell

Bricks at the Hermiston Public Library display the names of donors.          

New nonprofit fund offers way to donate sustainably
By JADE MCDOWELLEast Oregonian

For Hermiston residents who want 
to give back to their community, there 
is no shortage of options.Rather than adding to that list, the 

Greater Hermiston Community Foun-
dation is creating a sustainable fund it 
hopes will benefit the region for years 
to come.

The newly created foundation’s 
goal is to harness some of the area’s 
well-known generosity into an endow-
ment fund that will allow donors’ gifts 

to give perpetually through interest 
earned on the fund’s investments.“This community is dedicated to 

making itself better and if we can help 
with that we will succeed in our mis-
sion,” board member Nate Rivera 
said.

Dennis Barnett, of accounting 
firm Barnett & Moro, said he came 
to Hermiston just after college with 
nothing but a degree and “a few shek-
els in my pocket.” All of the career 
success and wealth he has gained 
since then has been thanks to the com-
munity, he said, and he wants to give 
some of it back. In his line of work 
he frequently speaks with people 

Foundation for giving

CLASS OF 2018THE PATH TO SUCCESS

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Marvin Hozi poses with two of the three academic achievement stoles the 

valedictorian will wear at the Hermiston High School graduation ceremony.

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNANEast Oregonian

W hen Marvin Hozi walks across the stage to receive his diploma, he knows 
exactly where his next steps will 
lead.

Hozi, born in Iraq, is one of 10 
Hermiston High School valedicto-
rians this year. And he has already 
staked the next two stops in his aca-
demic career.The future computer science 

major has plans to attend George 
Fox University in Newberg, then 
pursue a master’s degree at Stanford. 
But before rising to the top of Herm-
iston’s Class of 2018, Hozi endured 
challenges many students can’t 
imagine.

“I lived in Baghdad (Iraq) from 
birth to 2006,” he said. When he was 
six, his family fled from the violence 
and war in his home country to Jor-
dan, and about a year later came to 
the United States as refugees. From 
New York they moved to California 
and then to Oregon.Some of his relatives on his moth-

er’s side still live in Iraq, but Hozi 
said he has not returned since leav-
ing, due to violence still plaguing the 
region.

“I do want to go back and visit, 
once things improve,” he said.

When he started fifth grade in 
Hermiston, no one in his family 
spoke English. In an effort to support 
his family, Hozi began learning.“I started by listening to music, 

watching movies, listening to how 
people talk,” he said.He still speaks Arabic at home 

with his parents — his father owns a 
jewelry business and his mother does 
embroidery work. The hard work he put in as a stu-

dent in Hermiston paid off when 
Hozi started applying to colleges — 
but it led to a dilemma as well. No 
matter where he decided to attend, 
Hozi thought he would have to turn 
down a full scholarship.He applied to George Fox Uni-

versity and decided while he was at 
it, he would try his luck and apply to 
prestigious Stanford University, too.“I got the news about George Fox 

first,” he said. And with an offer to 
attend the school on a full scholar-
ship, it initially seemed like it would 
be an easy choice. But he soon 
learned that he had not only been 
accepted to Stanford, but had secured 

Baghdad-born student reaches top of the class

By ANTONIO SIERRAEast Oregonian

B y the end of her freshman year at Pendleton High School, Mikeighla Velasquez had only 
attended 30 days of school and was 
dealing with some serious drug abuse 
problems. 

By her own admission, Mikeighla 
never thought she would make it to 
graduation. She won’t be walking across the 

Round-Up infield grass to receive 
her diploma on Saturday, not because 
she came up short, but because she 
graduated Wednesday as a mem-
ber of Hawthorne Alternative High 

School’s Class of 2018. It’s a dramatic change for the 
girl who arrived as an overwhelmed 
freshman at Pendleton’s flagship 
high school, stressed out by the enor-
mity of campus and its population. Her personal life wasn’t any eas-

ier either, as she found herself smok-
ing marijuana and using metham-
phetamine in her down time. “I didn’t necessarily care about 

school,” she said. Mikeighla’s troubles culminated 
when her mom had to appear in court 
to account for her daughter’s truancy 
issues, which spurred Mikeighla to 

Using drugs and on the verge of dropping out,
Pendleton student turns it around to graduate

Valedictorians:Learn why Hermiston has ten  
and Pendleton has zero. Page 10A
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Kristi Smalley will be retiring after 36 years career with the Hermiston School District as a teacher and  

librarian in its elementary schools.

Kristi Smalley 
holds a photo 

of the first class 
of students she 

taught at Rocky 
Heights  

Elementary in  
Hermiston.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hermiston librarian 
calls it a career

By JAYATI 
RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

K risti Smalley’s first impression of Herm-
iston is not the one that has stuck with her.

Smalley will retire this June, after 36 years serv-ing the Hermiston School District as a teacher and librarian for the elementary schools.
But she still remembers her initial reaction to find-ing out about a job opening in the town she has grown to love. It was August of 1982 and Smalley, then 21, was just out of college and applying to jobs in Colorado and Montana.

“My mom told me to apply for a job here,” Smalley said. “I said, ‘It smells like feedlots and that’s where my dentist is.’ That’s what I equated Herm-iston with.”
But Smalley took the job, and two weeks later, was standing in front of a class-room full of first graders.So began a long career working with kids, and han-dling the changes schools and libraries have seen in the past few decades. 

As she prepares to step back, Smalley said retire-ment will require a mental shift.
“It was a hard deci-sion to make,” she said. “So much of my identity is ‘I’m a teacher.’ But I don’t think you ever stop being a teacher. You just use that skill in a different way.”

Smalley plans to use it doing the things she loves — 

Internet provider bought from Umatilla Electric
By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

Umatilla Electric Cooperative announced Thursday that it has sold its subsidiary internet and phone provider, Eastern Oregon Telecom, to EOT company executives.Joe Franell, EOT general man-ager and CEO, said the sale had been discussed for about four years, and that three executive officers 

would share 
equal own-
ership of the 
company. The three officers 
are Franell, 
Chief Finan-cial Offi-
cer Paul Kee-
ler and Chief 
O p e r a t i n g Officer Richard Holbo. 

A press release from UEC stated that the EOT executive team did business under the name Columbia Basin Development Group.

Franell said he could not discuss the terms of the sale, but said he hopes that it will eventually allow for all employees to have a stake in the company.
“Step one was to get ownership of the company,” he said. “Our cor-porate attorney is looking at options for us.”

The most formal option, he said, would be to form an “Employee Stock Option Program,” or ESOP. Employee-owned companies such as Bi-Mart use this struc-ture, he said. Other possibilities include allowing employees to pur-

chase stock options, or profit-shar-ing, which Franell said is not true ownership.
He said they have no set timeline for when employees will be able to have a stake in the company’s ownership. He said when they do provide that option, the three cur-rent owners intend to remain equal partners.

Franell said the goal with taking over ownership of the company was to serve other areas not currently in the UEC footprint.

EOT execs buy out business

Police test creative 
tone with Facebook 
arrest report

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

The Stanfield Police Department received plenty of praise for its Facebook post accusing two sus-pects of breaking into cars and stealing cash and cell-phones. But the posting also drew accusations of taking an unprofessional and harsh tone.
The small town police department dropped the fol-lowing post on its Facebook page Tuesday afternoon. The East Oregonian has not edited or altered the post.“THE LONG ARM OF THE LAW reached out and grabbed him! Travis Landon (age 25) and his Hooligan accomplice decided to do some illegal shopping this weekend. (Also known as a vehicle prowl)

After getting into several cars, and taking cash and cell phones, this dynamic duo headed out of town. Lit-tle did they know the long 

STANFIELD

Cops and
bloggers

Your Weekend
Old Iron Show  
at Roy Raley Park

•

Umatilla County Pioneer Days in Weston
•

Evan Egerer plays Saturday at Hamley’s Steakhouse
•

For times and places see Coming Events, 3A

Weekend Weather

74/49 82/56 85/51

Listen to a game

Fri Sat Sun

PENDLETON

Listen to a game at osaa.org
2A softball state title Pilot Rock vs. Kennedy 

Friday at 1 p.m.
2A baseball state title Pilot Rock vs. Knappa 

Friday at 5 p.m.
5A softball state title Pendleton vs. Putnam Saturday at 10 a.m.

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Shawn MacGregor showed up to circuit court Thursday to take a plea deal lacking any jail time after she bankrupted a Pendle-ton charity that helped teen 

girls.
She left in cuffs to spend one night behind bars.
MacGregor, 56, agreed to plead guilty to two counts of first-degree theft for steal-ing $1,000 on two occa-sions from Tonya’s House in late 2016. The nonprofit 

provided tempo-
rary shelter and 
care for teen girls 
with no where 
else to go for 20 
years, and closed 
last year. 

MacGregor ’s 
attorney, Cam-
eron Bendixsen 
of Hermiston, 
told Judge Lieuallen the deal called for her to serve 

two years of pro-
bation, includ-
ing 100 hours of 
community ser-
vice per charge, 
take theft coun-
seling, write a 
letter of apology 
to the Tonya’s 
House board and 
pay $12,029.30 in restitution. In exchange, the Umatilla County District 

Attorney’s Office agreed to dismiss seven more theft charges against MacGre-gor, including first-degree aggravated theft.
First-degree theft is a class C felony that car-ries a maximum penalty of five years in prison and $125,000 fine. The plea deal includes a provision 

Tonya’s House director gets night in jail, must pay $12K

McGregor
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MacGregor’s crimes in late 2016 were the ‘nail in the coffin’ for nonprofit
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Umatilla teens take 

on projects to boost 

literacy in community

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

S
ummer is just around the 

corner, but that doesn’t 

mean it’s time to put the 

books away. 

Several local organizations 

are offering ways for kids and 

adults to keep reading through-

out the summer, whether with 

book clubs or reading challenges.

A group of students at Uma-

tilla High School are hoping to 

get the youngest community 

members excited about reading 

by putting up two “little librar-

ies” in city parks.

Seven sophomores in UHS’ 

Language Arts 2 Honors class 

came up with the idea after their 

teacher, Alexa Lougee, taught 

them about “book deserts” and 

the lack of reading opportunities 

in areas affected by poverty.

“We learned that Umatilla 

happens to be the ninth-poor-

est city in Oregon,” said student 

Courtney Daniel.

The students wrote an essay, 

but Lougee encouraged each 

group to turn their essay into 

a hands-on project. One group 

decided to install two little 

libraries, public access boxes 

that store dozens of books. Peo-

ple can take out a book from the 

box for free, and are encouraged 

to replace it with a book they’ve 

already finished. 
“We proposed the little librar-

ies to give books to kids whose 

parents can’t afford it, or whose 

parents can’t take them to the 

library,” Daniel said. 

The students are constructing 

the boxes themselves out of old 

newsstands, and got permission 

from the city to install boxes in 

Kiwanis Park and Nugent Park. 

They hope to have the boxes 

completed and installed before 

the school year ends. 

Students have also been 

advertising throughout the com-

munity to collect book dona-

tions. So far they’ve received 

about 100, ranging from chil-

dren’s books to novels for adults, 

and in both English and Spanish. 

Daniel said they’ve received a 

lot of positive feedback.

“A lot of people, especially 

elementary schoolers, are excited 

Oasis in a book desert

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

A group of seven Umatilla High School sophomores, Darian Smith, Mark Quinonez, Courtney Daniel, Natalie Soto, Makayla 

Chewning, Samantha Farrester and Andrea Hernandez, decided to collect book donations to fill two little libraries they will 

Previously a chef, 

Kristin Swaggart 

developed school’s 

award-winning program

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

A popular culinary arts teacher 

at Pendleton High School will leave 

the district at the end of the school 

year. 
Pendleton School District Super-

intendent Chris Fritsch said Kristin 

Swaggart recently submitted her 

resignation letter, ending a four-

year tenure that saw her signifi-

cantly raise the profile of the high 

school’s culinary arts program. 

Fritsch said Swaggart was vague 

about why she is leaving in her res-

ignation letter, but she struck a pos-

itive tone. The district has posted an 

ad for a new culinary arts teacher. 

“It’s going to be hard to replace 

her,” he said. 

When Swaggart was hired as a 

teacher in 2014, it was already the 

second time she had made a major 

career change. 

She was a stay-at-home mom 

when her infant son began having 

severe allergic reactions to certain 

foods, spurring her to start cooking 

all her home meals from scratch. 

Her son’s allergies cleared up 

but her passion for gourmet cook-

ing remained, leading her to go 

back to school for a culinary arts 

degree and become the head chef at 

a Tri-Cities winery. 

Swaggart left the restaurant busi-

ness to spend more time with fam-

ily, but as she considered her future 

career options, the district recruited 

her to take over the foods program.

She brought the same passion for 

fresh ingredients and cooking fun-

damentals to her classes, and stu-

dents and staff took notice. 

Swaggart assembled extracur-

ricular teams that placed highly in 

state cooking competitions. This 

year, the top two finishers at the 

state competition were Pendleton 

students. 

In 2016, Swaggart applied for a 

$100,000 grant that required PHS to 

compete with other schools nation-

wide in an online poll. She helped 

assemble a successful grassroots 

campaign, winning the grant and 

using the proceeds to buy a food 

truck for the program. 

PENDLETON

Grant-winning culinary arts teacher resigns

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Bonanza Publishing

Penguin Group

Delia Fields, Hermiston:

“Lucky Broken Girl” 

by Ruth Behar. Ruthie 

Mizrahi is a fifth-grader 

and newly arrived to the 

U.S. from Cuba in the 

1960s, and confined to 

a full-body cast after an 

accident. Surrounded by 

her Cuban-Jewish family 

and a diverse group of 

neighbors, Ruthie finds 

strength and courage.

To-Read List Bette Husted, Pendleton:

One I would really 

like to recommend is 

“Hearts of Horses” by 

Molly Gloss. It’s set in 

an imaginary county in 

Eastern Oregon, similar 

to Wallowa County. It’s 

a marvelous book. It 

gets the people right, 

and it gets the horses 

right.

Jesus Rome, Hermiston:

“Red White Black: A 

True Story of Race and 

Rodeo” by Rick Steber. 

I enjoyed it. First off, 

it’s a local story, and 

just talks about aspects 

of our community, and 

diversity. It highlights 

the obstacles of Native 

Americans, blacks and 

whites. And, it’s a true 

story of rodeo.

East Oregonian staff recom-

mend summer reads, Page 4A.

More inside

By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

PORTLAND — Despite 

a 2013 law aimed at boost-

ing immunization rates, the 

statewide rate for nonmed-

ical exemptions to manda-

tory kindergarten vaccina-

tions hit a record high this 

school year, according to the 

Oregon Health Authority.

The nonmedical exemp-

tion rate rose to 7.5 percent 

this year, higher than the 7 

percent rate during the 2013-

2014 school year when the 

law was passed to address 

declining vaccination rates 

among the state’s nearly 

700,000 schoolchildren.

Healthcare providers 

play a crucial role in educat-

ing parents about the need 

for vaccinations, said Stacy 

de Assis Matthews, immu-

nization law coordinator for 

the health authority’s Ore-

gon Immunization Program.

Yet education efforts face 

a daunting popular culture 

belief that immunizations 

can cause autism and other 

problems.

The 2013 law — which 

required parents to jump 

through more hoops to 

obtain a nonmedical exemp-

tion – initially decreased the 

nonmedical exemption rate 

from 7 percent to 5.8 per-

cent in 2015.

But the following year, 

the rate began to climb 

again, first to 6.2 percent in 

2016, then to 6.5 percent in 

2017 and finally, to 7.5 per-

cent this year.

Nonmedical exemption 

rates for students in grades 

K-12 this year ranged from 

a low of 1 percent in Mor-

row County to a high of 10 

percent in Josephine County.

Individual Oregon school 

and child care rates are 

available on OHA’s School 

Immunization Coverage.

“While more nonmedi-

cal exemptions mean fewer 

children are being immu-

nized, the vast majority of 

Oregon parents and guard-

ians still choose to fully 

immunize their children,” de 

Assis Matthews said. “Most 

parents and guardians know 

that immunization is still the 

best way to protect children 

Vaccine 

exemptions 

in Oregon 

at new high

See LITERACY/6A

See CULINARY/6A

See VACCINE/6A
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By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

As opioid abuse becomes 
a more common problem in 
Umatilla County, emergency 
responders have become adept 
at treating overdoses.

Umatilla County Fire Dis-
trict 1 paramedics have been 
using Narcan, a full opioid 
receptor antagonist, for several 
years to treat overdoses. But 
they’re finding it’s becoming 
more prevalent in their day-to-
day work.

“It’s become such a big prob-
lem,” said Ed Clark, EMS coor-
dinator for the fire district. “(In) 
this part of the state, there’s a 

higher rate of usage than in the 
Portland area.”

“We have had to double the 
amount of Narcan we carry in 
the ambulance,” paramedic Wes 
Blood said

Since January, UCFD para-
medics have administered Nar-
can 28 times.

Blood said about half of 
their calls to administer Nar-
can for overdoses are for regu-
lar drug-users, and often include 
return visits to that person. The 
rest are from accidental over-
doses, such as a person tak-
ing too much medication. The 
majority of overdoses, he said, 
are from pill usage, although 
they’re starting to see more fen-

tanyl, a powerful synthetic drug.
Blood said they start by 

administering anywhere from 
0.4 milligrams to 2 milligrams 
of the drug, and administer it 
every two or three minutes, for 
up to 10 milligrams. He said the 
amount they administer depends 
on the potency of the drug on 
which the person is overdosing. 

He said he’s seen Narcan’s 
effects quickly revive someone, 
and its effects last for 30 to 80 
minutes.

“I remember a call where 
we went to a hotel parking lot. 
There was an unresponsive 
male,” he said. “This was before 

Narcan becoming go-to tool for paramedics on street

Hospital therapy dog brings healing

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

K
yle, St. Anthony Hospital’s first official therapy dog, 
has a dream job, a bit on the cushy side.

The one-year-old Labrador retriever spends much 
of his work shift getting ear rubs and head massages. 

On a recent day, Kyle and his handler, Emily Smith, 
walked purposefully along the hospital’s main corridor on 
their way to visit a patient. 

Kyle is new at his job. Sometimes his attention wanders. 
On the way to the room, the dog paused with tail wagging 
to inspect his reflection in a glass wall. Smith gently urged 
him on.

“You’re here to work,” she reminded Kyle, who doubles 
as the Smith’s family dog.

After checking in at the nurses’ station, the pair approached 
Harry Kuhlmann’s room. 

Smith, a nurse who works in the hospital’s education 
department, opened the door and peeked inside. Kuhlmann, 
sporting a hospital gown and oxygen tubes, sat in a chair. 
He had been expecting the dog. Smith checks in with each 
patient in advance to ask if he or she would like a visit. 

When Kuhlmann saw Kyle, a smile bloomed on the 
elderly man’s face. The dog looked up at the patient expec-
tantly. Therapy dogs are trained to let patients direct each 
encounter. Kyle will do everything from letting the patient 
pet him to jumping onto the bed and snuggling in. 

Kuhlmann leaned forward and let his hands caress the 
dog’s glossy black fur. 

“You’re a good boy,” he told Kyle. “You like this?”
It seemed that Kyle did. But what’s not to like? 
Despite the seemingly carefree nature of the encoun-

Paging Dr. Dog
Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Kyle, St. Anthony Hospital’s therapy dog, looks content as patient Harry Kuhlmann gives his ears a rub.

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Kyle, St. Anthony Hospital’s therapy dog, heads to a pa-
tient room with his handler, Emily Smith, a nurse who 
does clinical and community education at the hospital. 

Staff wants multi-million dollar 
investment in airport park, 
pivot away from former project

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

A $3 million grant from the federal govern-
ment could signify a broad shift in the city of 
Pendleton’s economic development priorities 
at the airport industrial park. 

At a Pendleton City Council workshop 
Tuesday, city staff explained a grant they 
applied for from the U.S. Economic Develop-
ment Administration and why the city could 
pool it with existing resources to boost devel-
opment of an industrial park at the Pendle-
ton Unmanned Aerial Systems Range, instead 
of industrial land along the Airport Road 
extension.

While a UAS industrial park to the north 
of airport runways has long been included 
in the range’s plans, Steve Chrisman, airport 
manager and economic development direc-
tor, admitted he wasn’t sure if it would ever 
happen. 

“It was really some marketing fluff for our 
push,” he said. “Well, it’s gotten a lot more 

PENDLETON

City shifts focus
from stalled
industrial park 
to UAS Range

Power failed six times recently

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

Hermiston’s electric utilities have heard 
the message loud and clear that people are 
tired of power failures.

Nate Rivera, general manager of Herm-
iston Energy Services, apologized Tuesday 
night to the city council and Hermiston res-
idents for the rash of outages that occurred 
recently.

Between April 27 and May 16 Herm-
iston-area residents — depending on their 
address — experienced anywhere from one to 
six outages, he said. Since then he has heard 
from a number of people about how those out-
ages affected their businesses and homes.

“We understand that is too much,” he said, 
adding he wanted to assure the council and 
the community that there is a “laser focus” 
at HES and Umatilla Electric Cooperative on 

HERMISTON

Electric utility
learning from 
rash of outages

EO file photo

Narcan, which reverses overdoses from  
opioids, heroin and fentanyl, has been used 
by Umatilla County Fire District 1 paramedics 
28 times since January.

See DR. DOG/10A

See INDUSTRIAL/10A

See ELECTRIC/10A

See NARCAN/10A

EMTs tell of routinely saving patients from nearly-fatal overdoses
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Subscribe and get it all, five days a week. Get full online access with a print subscription.
 Call us! 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

We need to talk 

about your driving.
Driving represents freedom and 

independence for people of all ages. Asking 

an aging parent to hand over their keys can 

be a difficult and emotional conversation, 

even when safety is the main concern.

• How do I start the conversation?

• When is the right time to bring it up?

• How will they react? 

This could be one of the most challenging 

talks you’ll have with your loved one. 

We’re here to help.

McKay Creek Estates

www.PrestigeCare.com

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Pl.
Pendleton, OR 97801 
(541) 704-7146

Visit TheyDeserveTheBest.com to learn more about transitioning 
your loved one from driver to passenger.Information or to register 

call (541) 667-3509 
or email 

healthinfo@gshealth.org 
www.gshealth.org

Join us for these FREE, informative and popular 
lunch & learn series covering various topics focusing 
on healthy living. Bring your lunch and your 
questions!

LUNCH & LEARN

Call for specific times, dates & locations
12:00-1:00pm

call 541-667-3509

Whether this is a new diagnosis or not, this class will 
assist you with learning more about diabetes and its 
effect on your mind and body. Six FREE weekly 
classes. Attend alone or with support person.

LIVING WELL WITH DIABETES

Thursdays June 14-July 19
6:00-8:30pm

Must pre-register, call 541-667-3509

 

Sun/Solar Pa o Shades  
Pergolas · Pa o Covers       

Awnings · Sunrooms 
  Screens & More!                               

541-720-0772 

www.mybackyardbydesignor.com 

FREE ESTIMATES!!  
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504 Homes for Sale

New Listing RMLS# 18644945. 
Two bedroom 1 bath duplex in 
Pilot Rock with extra lot for park-
ing. No steps. Currently rents 
for around $1100 to $1200 per 
month. Call for additional infor-
mation  (541) 276-0931 or Kal 
541-969-7358.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931   

RMLS# 17288483 Seasonal 
cabin.  Cabin is one bedroom 
with bathroom. Enclosed porch 
that could be used for additional
sleeping area.  Wood burning 
fireplace. Private and Cozy.  Re-
duced to $89,900.  Call Cathy 
for more info  (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931      

504 Homes for Sale

$299,000- Immaculate home, 
updated with Silestone count-
ers, tile flooring, crown molding, 
island w/eating bar, walk-in pan-
try.  Solar electrical system.  RV 
parking, 2 sheds, storage and 
shelving in garage.  Dori 541-
310-1001 cell.  #18035772

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$219,000 New Listing  1420 
SW 40 th Pendleton, Newer 
windows, newer siding, newer 
floors, kitchen and bath. 4 bed-
room 1 bath with nice shop/ga-
rage. Newer gas rock fireplace.  
Call for your private showing.  
Don’t miss out on this one.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931     

504 Homes for Sale

$144,000- 1348 sf (m/l), 3 bed-
room Pilot Rock home.  Fami-
ly room w/gas stove, slider off 
dining room to large oversized 
fenced backyard.  Garden shed.  
Marsha Morgan 541-377-5152 
cell.  #18627503

Coldwell Banker
541-276-0021  

$279,000- 5 bed, 3 bath, 3678sf 
(m/l) home.   F/A heat & cool, 
hardwoods floors.  Large bed-
rooms, 2 family rooms, finished 
basement. New windows & sid-
ing, newer roof.  UGS.  Jerry 
541-969-6378 cell.  #18547957

Coldwell Banker
541-276-0021  

 

$335,000- Landmark historical 
home.  Over 5200 sqft. 4 to 5 
bedrooms, 4 baths.  Perfect set-
ting for your antiques or great 
B&B property.  Restored/ updat-
ed mechanical elements.  Vicki 
541-969-8243 cell. 
#18456887    

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

502 Real Estate

LAST CALL for AUSTRALIAN 
tour in OCTOBER- Harbor to 
Outback to Rainforest and Reef. 
Call or drop by office for more 
details

541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave  

FIND YOUR DREAM ACREAGE  
5 to 18 acre farms with water 
rights -- AMAZING Views/Riv-
ers/Pastures/Homes 

Call Kerry
541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

504 Homes for Sale

$125,000- ENJOY this move-in 
ready 3 bedroom, 2 bath with 
attached garage.  One level, 
new carpet, new paint.  Deck of 
back.  Dawn 541-310-9563 cell.  
#18305474

Coldwell Banker
541-276-0021  

$239,000- 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath-
room, 2712sf (m/l) home on .48 
acre lot.  Large deck w/ great 
views. Oak floors, two potential 
master suites, large family room, 
storage.  Jef 541-969-9539 cell.  
#18357457  

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

2008 GulfStream Conquest 
Vista Cruiser Mini 4230
Type Class C, sleeps 6

$62,000
541-966-1060 

2013 Jayco Seismic 3914
44ft long

14ft garage
3 slideouts
Triple Axle

Onan 5500 gasoline 
generator

4 seasons package
Washer/dryer

Microwave/Convection 
combo oven

Double refrigerator
Double queen bunks in 

garage
Queen Loft

Queen Master
 $40,000.  

Umatilla,  OR 
360-348-2449

mrsladyfisher@gmail.com

502 Real Estate

Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to a larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470     

DUST off the old pool table and 
sell it with a classified ad.

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

WHY store items you’ll never use 
again? Exchange them for cash with 

a low-cost ad in the classifieds.

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

ADVERTISERS who want quick 
results use classified ads regularly.

CLASSIFIED ADS work hard
for you. Try one today!

GOLF GAME gone to pot? Sell
those old clubs with a classified ad.


